Liberalism

Basic tenets of Liberalism

1) Individuals are rational and self-interested 
· Opposed to absolute power and close ties between the church and state (secular)
· Attacked the church
· It’s fine that people have freedom of thought but there must be a separation between church and state. Rules made for society shouldn’t affect your moral believe, should be separate from state
· Rational humans, not only god, and out for self interest

2) Freedom 
Leave humans with thinking and practical space to be smart curious being. Not too much tax. Committed to negative freedom (freedom from…) something useful is something worth doing. Low moral compass, you can do these things as long as you don’t hurt anyone. More open minded then conservatives

3) Limited and accountable government. 
Extremely distressful of political power, government should be limited accountable, separated, fragmented, and checkable. Liberals could have a fear of government that’s why that limit and separate it. Early liberals didn’t believe in democracy, but instead the liberals would take power from the crown. Critics of absolutism. After 1688 kings and queens in England had limited power and power was given to the liberals. Minimal role no concentration of government 

4) Equality of rights. 
in law humans beings should be equal, before the law. Law applies to everybody from a commoner and a king. 

5) Free Market. 
No government intervention in private business, no price control. Optimistic of the free market ideal, everyone will turn out wealthy 

Classical and reform liberalism 
· as little government possible, as open market as possible 
· Limited view of government
· Less visible Discrepancy between classes
· Well fare liberalism in late 19th century
· Equality of right = equality of opportunity
· The colonial states were not give the same liberal values 
· Not universal until 20th century
· Need to have distribute of wealth and over all perfection
· The poor should have a chance
· Fragmentation separation accountable 
· Equality of right before law 
· Deep believe in free market 
Other liberal characteristics 
· Feudal system was an example of what liberals stood against  French revolution started the liberal ideological flow
· Utilitarism 
· Do not concern with whats right or wrong
· Good lifeeeee
· More about individual and understanding of the world

Conservatism 

Basic tenets of Conservatism 

1) Order. 
· Main component  in the belief 
· Need order to thrive
· Humans are grounded in old customs 
· Unfavourable to change 
· Prudent, very slow gradual change
· Not very open to new ideas more lies in the past
· Law and order
· All conservative function groups are hierarchal very strict lined and your place is known
emphasis on the army
· Fearful of outside attacks 

2) Freedom as a potential danger. 
· if freedom is not monitored it will lead to disorder

3) Natural inequalities found among individuals must be recognized and accepted. 
· Emphasis on the family unit
· Some things are better than other (stronger, faster, smart) we are not equal. Because of this notion, equality is not taken as a necessity to the conservative belief. 

4) Moral order. 
· Distinct feature of conservatism
· Whats right and whats wrong
· Most important value
· Want not a perfect society but a good one
· Too much freedom = chaos
· Moral obligation to help others






5) The paternalistic state. 
· Need to be part of a community 
· Communitarian
· Human need to interact with others in groups
· Community is only as good as its part
· Gradual change


Classic and individualist conservatism; neoconservatism
· Its worked this far…
· Open to the idea of the state helping the people (state intervention)
· If the masses were not help a revolution might happen(regression towards the state
· Keep society together
· Not market oriented
· Stability
· The state should stay out of economic distribution 
· Market dominate, government in background
· State should promote moral standards
Positive freedom



Negative freedom

