SRS1100 Chapter 2 
Mythology
· Nature of Myths
· Worldview
· The way in which societies perceive and interpret their reality
· Provides society with an understanding of how their world works, and forms the template for thought and behaviour and it provides them with a basic understanding of the origin and nature of humankind and their relationship to the world and around them
· Stories of the Supernatural
· Folktales
· Take place in a fictional world
· Include supernatural elements and frequently contain a moral
· Usually exist independent of time and space
· Ex. Snow White
· Legends
· Seen by members of culture as representing events that have actually taken place, although some embellishment often occurs
· Take place in the comparatively recent past and tell not only of such things as migrations, wars, heroes, and kings, but also local stories about buried treasure, ghosts and saints
· Ex. Atlantis and Robin Hood
· Urban Legends
· Stories are recounted as having really happened primarily on the Internet or in tabloids
· Ex. Crocodiles in the sewers of US 
· Myths
· Religious narratives or stories that provide the basis for religious belief and practices
· Tell of the origins and history of the world and the creation of the first human beings
· Also prescribe the rules of proper conduct and articulate the ethical and moral principles of society
· Nature of Oral Texts
· Social charter 
· A story that establishes the proper organization and rules of behaviour of a society
· Psychological symbols in a myth
· Collective unconscious
· Inborn elements of the unconscious that are manifested in dreams and myths
· According to Carl Jung’s theory
· Archetype 
· A main character of a collective unconscious
· Common themes in myths
· Apocalyptic Myth
· Ultimate devastation or the end of the world
· Trickster Myths
· A story involving a trickster deity
· A trickster is a God who gave humans important things or skills, often by accident or through trickery
· Ex. Raven Steals the Light
· Hero Myths
· Monomyth
· A theme common to many myths that tells of the adventures of a culture hero
· Ex. Harry Potter, Luke Skywalker, Dorothy Gale
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