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Lecture #21: Prisons

(1) Prison
	- Incarceration – A system that breeds failure?
	- Are people learning the skills they need to be successful afterwards?
	- Going back to society is a lot harder when there are advancements 
- Labeled as criminals; when they get out, more likely to act with that mentality that they are a criminal

(2) What are some pains of imprisonment?
	1) Deprivation of security
	2) Loss of liberty 
	3) Deprivation of autonomy
	4) Loss of heterosexual relationships
	5) Deprivation of goods and services

Health issues?
	- Mental health
	- Ex. guards won’t treat a schizophrenic lightly for odd behaviour
	- Mental health  acting out  put into solitary confinement
*Ex. Young girl (Ashley Smith) incarcerated, started when she was 15  put on probation  threw crab apples at a postal officer  incarcerated  continued to act out, not listen to orders, disrespectful  was supposed to spend one month in jail for throwing apples, but ended up spending 4 years for her behaviour  she had learning disability, personality disorder 
*18th b-day: transferred to adult prison, also got transferred 17 times when she got too problematic for a prison, instead of being treated for her mental disorders
*19: kept in solitary, suicide watch  still killed herself in from of them by asphyxiation
*Warden and deputy were fired, but police officers watching wasn’t found guilty
*Coroner’s inquest was to determine blame: was found a homicide  lead to more than 100 recommendations with regards to how system needs to change
	- People often come out of prison with worse mental condition 
- HIV and Hepatitis C (more common in female population, because they are incarcerated for more non-violent offences, such as drug related offences or prostitution) 

Leading cause of death?
	- Suicide, by hanging
	- Highest rates in first year of incarceration
(3) Hmmm…
	- Which country has the highest rate of incarceration? USA
- Name two countries that have a very low rate of incarceration? Finland, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, also Switzerland and Japan

(4) Philippines approach 
- Dance performances by inmates; it’s obligatory 
- Good idea? Promotes well being and exercise, unifying prisoners, leading to less violence, taste of outside world, help with social stigma (humanize the offenders), etc.
- Bad idea? Child fans  inspires children, no general deterrent, it’s obligated  this could be torture to some people (public shaming), performing for two hours, must train for hours daily  may not be as fun as we think, lack of justice or retribution, etc.
- Human Rights Group have gone after it because it may be a form of abuse (they are FORCED to do it), corporal punishment associated with it

(5) Precursors to prison
- Shift from the punishment of the body (capital & corporal punishment) to the mind
		*Deprivation of liberty
	- Laws forbidding the imprisonment of anyone not convicted of crime
*Previously people would be held not knowing who accused them, not determined to be guilty 
	- The Age of Enlightenment
		*Moved away from Religion and towards 
*Beccaria and Bentham  reformers, wanted to get rid of capital punishment and we should have prisons, which would ensure punishment is proportionate
		*A time for workers  need the bodies, could use prisoners
		*Believed they could be reformed

(6) Why were prisons originally called penitentiaries?
	- To be penitent  to have sorrow, remorse, to reflect on what one has done
		*Usually done in solitary, alone, etc. 
	- Quakers: Elizabeth Fry (experience of female prisoners) and Johnaton Howard (experience of male prisoners)
		*Critiqued prisons and said what should be done
		*At the time, prisoners were not all given proper necessity of life
		*Promoted idea of penance  they should be given a lot of time to reflect on bad behaviours and express sorrow for what they have done

(7) The Pennsylvania Model: 19th century
	- based on total isolation
- A prisoner would have large cell containing sink, bed, toilet, and machinery to keep them busy
- No interaction between prisoners, maybe allowed one hour a day for exercise
	- Only visited by people delivering food, etc
	- Consequences: high rate of insanity/mental illness and suicide

(8) The Auburn model 19th century
	- Based on silent association
	- Very tiny cells (would contain bed and thing to relived themselves in)
- Spent most of the time outside of cell, in the presence of other inmates, but NO communication whatsoever (direct and indirect)  if found laughing, winking, etc., severe punishment
- Established is the lockstep shuffle

(9) Lockstep shuffle
	- Line of prisoners, all dressed the same, move in unison (move feet in the 	same time)
	- Emerged with Auburn model
	- Striping people of their individuality
	- Idea that you are now a prisoner, a number (doesn’t matter who you were 	beforehand)

(10) 20th century Prison Ideals
	- 1900s – “policy of normalization”
		*Inmate programs should be administered in controlled, but not 			oppressive environment 
	- 1935 – focus shifters to rehabilitation
		*People can be treated and helped, but need trained experts to 				provide their advice
	- 1953 – Corrections
		*Total process by which society attempts to correct antisocial (as in 			not productive to being a positive citizen of society) attitudes and 			behaviour of individual 
	- 1960s – re-integrative ideology – focus on reintegration, because these 	people will be returning to society
		*Along came idea that community sanctions should be used as well
	- 1990s – re-integrative ideology merged with psychological-based risk 	prediction ideology 
		*Risk levels are determined by tests, etc.
		*Belief that people needed to be treated uniquely in order to ensure 			best re-integration  individualized programs
		*Where we are today
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