CRM 1300
February 3rd, 2015
Lecture #7: PowerPoint 2 

(11) Excuse Defenses (cont.) – first category 
- Automatism: unconscious or involuntary actions (ie. sleepwalking, seizure) 
	*Self-induced intoxication is not a defense
- Mistake of fact
	*Focus on the mens rea
*When an illegal act is committed, but only because individual believes a certain circumstance is true
*Examples: picking up the wrong suitcase at the airport because it looks similar to yours, and it contains drugs; unknowingly buying stolen goods off Kijiji  
*Limits - sexual assault cases
[bookmark: _GoBack](ie. A 21yr old guy at a house party sleeps with 13 yr unknowingly 
Exception: - below the age of consent (14/15), but can still sleep with some one no more than 5 years their elder
- 12/13 can consent to being in a sexual relationship as long as person is no more than 2 years older and can’t be a person of higher power
- you meet a person younger than age of consent at a legal establishments and sleep with them; it’s the establishment’s fault for letting the minor in)
	- Mistake of law
		*Ignorance of the law is no excuse
		*Can’t claim “I didn’t know the law” 
	- PMS? Intoxication?
		- PMS: has been used successfully in England!
		- Intoxication: can be used as a defense when it was not self-induced
			*ie. Someone slips something into your drink

(12) Legal Defenses and the Law
	- Justification defenses
*Defendant admits to committing the crime (accepts responsibility), but argues that act was justified under the circumstances

(13) Justification Defenses
	- Complete defenses – result in acquittal
*Duress: wrongful imminent threat of one person makes another commit a crime (someone is forcing you to engage in behaviour you would have never done)
*Necessity: prevent greater harm 
	 Can not be used to defend stealing to survive
 Does not justify intentional killing (resorting to cannibalism to survive is a defense as long as the deceased died naturally) 
*Self defense: defending oneself, others, or property
	 force must be equal and reasonable
	 Battered women syndrome:  can lead to an acquittal

(14) Justification Defenses (cont.)
- Provocation: A wrongful act/insult sufficient to deprive an ordinary person of the power of self-control
*Different than others because it can only be used in the defense of murder AND it is a partial defense (perpetrator will be convicted of manslaughter) 
*Ex: man comes home to find wife in bed with man and kills him
	- Entrapment: inducement (persuasion) to crime by police officers
*If the police are simply presenting an opportunity, it’s not entrapment 

(1) B Do con) - st ey
T v

ittty s i

[ A

Uiy

Epon o he st o 147151t con sl

St some o o oyt e e

e eyt

o

B e )
ety . e

e s st o

et iteton
indet st commting b rime s
e L R e

09 estatanpeenes
g —
e wsest I ot o an eron ks e
et e S
ey
e I gt




