CRM 1300
January 15th, 2015
Lecture #2: Introduction to Criminology
(PowerPoint 1) 
*Bracketed numbers correspond with the slide number on PowerPoint

(4) Norm: an activity/behaviour established as appropriate (or as standard/normal) by a certain society or culture
	- can be explicit: they’re in your face, telling you what’s expected, ie. signs
- can be implicit (not as obvious): unspoken, shared understanding between people in a culture, ie. respecting personal space, walking on a certain side of the street

Purpose of norms? Society would be chaotic if everyone was doing their own thing 
- with norms, we can predict what will happen in a certain situation
- basically they regulate our behaviour

Deviance: to stray away from the social, cultural norms
	- Formal (sanctions): violation of formally enacted laws (criminal behaviour)
		*Will receive formal sanctions (getting a fine, incarceration)
- Informal (sanctions): violation of norms that are not codified in laws; the breaching of social norms that are not illegal
*Will receive informal sanctions (getting confronted, face criticism, etc.)

(5) Examples of deviance: 
	- dressing differently 
	- talking in the library
	- driving slowly in the fast lane

(6) Are all criminal acts considered deviant? 
- No (underage drinking, jaywalking, etc., can be viewed as normal by society)
	- Bare in mind: deviance depends on the person and society

(7) What is Crime?
	1) An act or omission prohibited by criminal law
	2) Subject to sanctions by State authority and social stigma 

Key ingredients to a crime:
	- Actus reus: guilty act
	- Mens rea: guilty mind (ie. motive)
- No legal defense (examples of plausible legal defenses: self defense, mental illness [NCR: not criminally responsible], necessity)



(9) Who is the criminal?  Society is often blinded to crimes committed at a higher level (corporate, white-collared crime ie. unsafe workplaces, embezzlement) in comparison to the more obvious street crime (which is perceived as being more dangerous). 
Why? 
- They are not as easily caught 
- It’s behind closed doors  not as obviously dangerous, effects are not as immediate
- The media focuses on street conventional crime  society thinks we are more likely to be victim of street crime (even though corporate crime tends to ruin more lives), etc. 

Throughout PowerPoint: High-profile criminals discussed… 
*Paul Bernardo (Scarborough rapist; triple killer)
*Robert Picton (Up to 49 women killed; fed bodies to pigs)
*Luka Magnotta (After murder, defilement, etc., of victim, he mailed dismembered body parts to higher institutions; posted video online)
*Russel Williams (formal colonel; murdered 2 women and raided dozens of houses for lingerie) 
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