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[bookmark: _Toc432062528]Context  
	The concept known as “sociology” is defined as the study of how individuals create, reinforce, and challenge society (and its composing elements), and of how society in turn affects individuals and groups. The term “society” is known as the space of social interaction between humans. It is considered an abstract concept due to the fact that we cannot see, feel, hear, or touch it yet we all now it exists all around us. This is because we see the the impact it has on us as human beings. While speaking about society people tend to automatically think of groups, or masses that are conformed together to form something greater than the people themselves. Interesting enough what people do not realize is that society is in fact composed of groups of “individuals” who are very different from one another. Each person is identified differently based upon their gender, ethnicity, skin color, language, age, religion, sexual orientation and economic class. To truly understand this topic of individuality we have to take a step back and look at things like our social identities, the cycle of socialization, our social system, and our roles in society. This paper will provide an explanation on maintaining a strong sense of individuality throughout life and the importance of doing so.  

Maintaining Individuality in a Conformed Society 

[bookmark: _Toc432062530]What is Individuality? 
As a whole “individuality” is a social psychological term used to described the way a person identifies him or herself. Each person in society has their own individual but as a whole, are conformed to masses and groups. Maintaining individuality is known to be a difficult task due to the fact that as human beings we are expected to adapt and be raised in a certain manner to shape us to belong in our society. Although each human is born into a certain society and is socialized to be apart and accepted into it there are things that prove that each person maintains their own individuality throughout life. Specifically, a person’s individuality can be seen through characteristics such as; their mindset and their attitude (Dock woods, 2005). When speaking of a person’s mindset I am referring to their perception towards others. There are those who are comfortable with themselves and their place with society and strive to act the way they please instead of acting a certain way to please others. To a certain extent, people will accept who they are and ask others to either accept them for who they are or ask them to leave them alone (Dock Woods, 2005).  This factor of mindset sets individuals apart and is one way people maintain their sense of individuality.
[bookmark: _Toc432062531]Roles and Structure
	To answer the question of how someone maintains their own individualism in a society you need to take a closer look into microsociology. Microsociology is a sub-division of sociology that looks specifically at every day life experiences. It is significant to look into microsociology because microsociologists ask question like:
	•	Why people behave in patterned ways
	•	Why do we have expectations, “norms”, and scripts?
	•	Why and what are the relationships between groups? 
The idea within each of these questions is the concept of specific roles and structures people take on in our society. Each person takes on a certain role in every situation they encounter in their daily life experiences. The term “role” refers to the “position or situation that a person occupies in society also referred to as status” (Saritha Pujari, 2013). The reason roles are important in looking at individuality is because they show the different characteristics and personalities that make people different from one another. Each person takes on a particular role, or particular roles every day that bring to light their individuality. Ironically enough even though sociology looks at roles a regular “norm” that exists in society and is expected to be preformed by every person it actually shows more about the persons individuality rather than their social norm. The reasons being through a role a person is able to express their personal mindset and attitude differing them from one another. For example, when looking at something as simple as school you can see the true individuality of everyone come to the light. In school every young adult takes on the role of being a “student”. Although this role is a “norm” and is expected to be acted out in setting such a school, libraries, lectures, etc. It actually shows the difference between each and every person. This is because as humans we are prone to this concept known as “competition”. Especially as students we compete everyday to achieve better than the next. The reason this particularly shows individuality is because it is up to the person themselves how they act or “play” their role not the social “norm” of the role. Some students will act as expected studying, doing their work on time, striving for the best, and achieving great things, where other students will go against the norm and study when they want, achieve mediocre marks, achieve what they want to achieve rather than what is expected to be achieved. 
[bookmark: _Toc432062532]Relationships
	Another key factor to consider while looking at a person’s individualism is the cycle of socialization (Bobbie Harro, 2008). As people grow up they go through different stages in the cycle to shape them into the person that they become. The first step in the cycle is before birth. During this stage you are given different characteristics that will form you into the person that you become without any choice or consent. In the womb you will be naturally be assigned things like gender, class, religion, sexual orientation, etc. These things can be defined as key identities for each person. These identities then are key factors in the rest of the socialization process. 
The next step in the socialization cycle is primary socialization, also known as first socialization. This type of socialization occurs immediately after birth, we begin to be socialized by people closest to us, our families. Our families help raise us and help shape us into the people we grow up to be. They also act as role models and teach each how to behave, showing us what is expected and norms to follow within that particular society. During this type of socialization, contrary to certain beliefs it can help you form a sort of individuality even though you are observing others and adapting to the social norms. While observing and learning you begin to learn how to socialize interpersonally, learning how we relate and act with others but also intrapersonally, how to think about ourselves. This factor helps form our individuality. As human beings we stick out because we form our own personal beliefs. Although people may have similar beliefs their personal thoughts and how they think about themselves are completely different from one another and reflect back on the person they are. It also shows the different personalities from one person to another. Primary socialization may teach you the norms and expectations within a society but it does not teach you weather to be confident or timid while interacting with others and those factors are the individuality of the person themselves shinning through. 
	Finally, we enter one of the last stages of the socialization cycle also known as the institutional and cultural socialization (Bobbie Harro, 2008). During this part of the cycle we are influenced by people outside of our family. We begin to attend school, start to work, visit facilities and institutions, play on different kinds of sports teams, join clubs, visit places of business etc. By doing this we see learn the concept of authority, what rules to follow, and what roles to play in different social contexts (Bobbie Harro, 2008).  During this stage we are highly influenced by our peers. By interacting with different people every day we learn the set of social expectations outside of our homes. This type of socialization is different from primary because through your peers you learn situational norms instead of social norms, by giving you examples, cues and feedback you learn what norms are particular to different situations. Even though this type of socialization teaches you norms and expectation you also grow as an individual. For example, when at school you constantly meet new people but because of your personal thoughts, beliefs, actions, you only pick certain individuals to become “friends” with. Although friend groups and peers do not appear to be a part of individualism, they are. While being in a big friend group each person is identified as something, in other terms, each person is a assigned a particular role. (the funny one, the happy one, the outgoing one) Even though these are roles every body knows how to play or what is expected of them the sole fact that these roles were chosen for them shows their personal individuality and separates them from the rest of the group. 
 
Conclusion 
Although socialization forms a society it also shapes individuality. Through the cycle of socialization human beings gain a sense of self identity that differs person to person. We each learn through primary and secondary socialization how to think towards others and ourselves. By learning how to think of ourselves we are able to grow individually and maintain individually throughout our lives. 
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