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World War II- Invasion

· Was a very important and defining moment for Soviet society: to this day, elders are still very proud of Soviet Union in the WWII because of their win over the Nazis. 
· A lot of blame to go around: not a nice time, shows the worst of the 20th century but yet coming out of the war = a generation remembered this as an experience that brought them together and made them believe certain things about their world. 

· Legacies of Collectivization and the Purges
· Use of Red Army during collectivization: did not have sufficient personnel to subdue rebelling villages: to find personnel, it tapped the army. Most of the recruits came from similar peasant backgrounds and understood the people they were oppressing = caused problems in lowest ranks in armed forces: morale. Soviet government cannot use the armed forces to create a patriotic identity = as soldiers don’t agree with what they are being forced to do. 
· Tank vs horses: debates within the military hierarchy about what kind of army they needed moving forward. 1930’s was a technology breakthrough for many countries: programs in Germany for airplanes to increase size of air force, literature in Italy, debates about airships = army had new ways of fighting. For the Soviets: They will make the wrong decision: the biggest fan of tanks and military budget to purchase tanks and redesign how to use them = Marshal Tukhachevsky. When he is shot: couldn’t turn around and say he had the right idea. Stalin’s closest friends = were the ones to support cavalry. 
· June 1937 Marshal Tukhachevsky and 8 other senior officers tried and shot: cavalry isn’t as useful as machine guns and tanks. Documents being sent to the border to make him look shady: he is shot. Doesn’t stop there: he has a staff. He teaches people = seen as a plague carrier = huge sweep of purges.
· Military Executions in the Purges
· 3 of 5 Marshals of the Soviet Union
· 14 of 16 Army Commanders
· 8 of 8 Admirals
· Total: 35,000 men were shot: half of the officer corps. 
· Wasn’t just the execution of the experienced, it was also removing networks of trust in the armed forces: how can they fight if they can’t trust each other? Surviving officers were never going to show initiative and make a decision = not putting their names on the decision afraid to be executed = unit cohesion. Made them so fearful they can’t function in their jobs. 









· Military Preparedness and Diplomacy in the 1930s
· Osoaviakhim 
· Not military trained, but skills they had from pop culture fun activities for youth. Flying out of planes, learning how to shoot/survive. 
· Search for allies to counter the Nazis
· Spent 1920’s isolating themselves and focusing on developing their industries. Strange country with no diplomatic alliances. In the 1930’s this had to change: trigger is rise of Nazi Germany. Blueprint for destroying the world’s Jewish population = racial hierarchy = Slavic people. Germany was going to create a bigger state = carving it in Eastern Europe. 
· Soviet Union will dispatch Maksim Litvinov and most visible Soviet in this decade.
· Maksim Litvinov (1930-1939)- peace and disarmament 
· Old Bolshevik, wife from Britain: does well on diplomatic sphere. Makes it that countries who wanted nothing to do with Soviet Union would talk to them because of him. 
· Creates an alliance with the US. Dispatched all over Europe; anything to do with peace and disarmament – Soviet Union is included. 
· League of Nations and US recognition
· Different kind of Soviet Union: one that is willing to look for allies, looking and keeping their diplomatic alliances. 
· Soviet Union will join the League of Nations.
· Other European countries making decisions without the consent of Czech with Germany: allowing them to have that territory if that’s where they stop. Stalin loses all trust for leaders Soviet Union was supposed to have alliances with. 
· They fire Litvinov, as he is Jewish, and hire someone else: sign to Germany that they are willing to negotiate directly with them. 
· Conflict with Japan (May-Sept 1939) 
· Major Battles: Khalkin Gol and Lake Khasan
· Very deeply significant: Soviet Forces fought extremely well. Inflict significant defeats on Japan. They signed a treaty of non-aggression with the Soviet Union. This will secure the border with the Soviets/Japanese: Japan had originally created an alliance with Nazi Germany. 
· Gives them more secure territory to train troops and keep them on different borders. This allows the soviets to divert the bulk of the armed forces they have in this region to the eastern border. Allows them to use a terrain (soviets) to use reserves and train soldiers in Siberia.
· Red Army led by Marshal Bliukher 










· Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact
· Signed end of August 1939; Nazis invade Poland Sept 1/1939
· Win-Win situation: Germany gets a lot of territory and Stalin gets other parts of Europe. Soviet will refuse to admit it publicly that it had been secretive with Germany. Soviet got all kinds of territory and weaponry and they send Germany cows, grain, and natural resources up until the day they invade Russia. This situation terrified all of Europe and made unprepared places like France afraid. 
· Secret Protocol: Soviets get Baltic States and parts of Poland
· Dividing up Eastern Europe into spheres of influence. Soviets reclaimed most of Russian Empire territory before the revolution: Baltic States as well as roughly half of Poland and East Ukraine. 
· “Breathing Space” 
· Needed time to rebuild their army: for Germans: time to take over Poland and shift attention westward. .For Stalin: Recover from Purges and modernize army. Some parts of agreement had exchanges of technology: Provide Germans with raw materials on a scheduled basis. Soviet Union continued to send their stuff to Germany until the last day before they were invaded. 
· Soviet Union got promises to get ships and blueprints of ships, aviation technology, etc. 
· Winter War with Finland	
· Soviets invade November in 1939: Go into the Baltics: free range to take territory from Finland. In 1939, Russians want to trade territory with Finland, they don’t want to, soviets respond by invasion. Lasts long, and Russians do badly: face a lot of GUERILLA WARFARE from the Fins. 
· Guerilla Warfare: soviets had to march through Finland in knee deep snow, Finland soldiers had skis, used to their advantage, they issued white covers for uniforms: to blend into the terrain. They’re never going to win because the Russians outnumber them, but they make it a painful conflict. 
· Soviets suffer 6 times more casualties than the Finns
· 126,000 casualties 
· Hitler’s view
· Doesn’t see the Soviets as a threat, he decides to attack them sooner than expected. The war with Finland ruined them and they were easier targets for Hitler. They gained diplomatic alienation because of the Finland war (non-aggression pact with Germany, then attacking a small country for no reason). 
· Operation Barbarossa (June 22/1941) 
· Intelligence
· 4.5 million men attack USSR; Red Army has c. 3m
· Three-pronged attack; rapid advance on all fronts; paralysis of Soviet commanders
· 1200 planes destroyed on first day on the ground: no one counter attacks the silence from the command center. 
· Stalin’s silence: Stalin’s reaction: 10 days of staying in his room, he thought he would be arrested, but opposite happened: commanders begged him to still be in power.  They could not imagine a world without Stalin. Stalin makes a speech, gets their people to fight based on their love to their motherland, their protection for their families. 
· In 3 weeks, all of the 1939-1941 grains were gone: Leningrad will be totally encircled. Leningrad: 4 million population, 1 million escapes before war, 1 million dies. (In 2nd summer). People became desensitized. Mass graves of 25000 with only a year to mark the people. This lasts for 900 days.
· Hundreds of thousands of German soldiers poured across the border: commander in st-petersburg fleet attacked German planes, he was executed the next day. 
· Leningrad, Moscow, and Caucasus oil fields were all targeted. Instead of taking over the city, they circle the city and becomes stabilized. 
· Moscow: Soviet government had a decision to make: do they evacuate? Lots of business owners took their business and left. Propaganda: anniversary of the October revolution he made a speech that everything was fine and everyone was holding on: government will not give in and surrender this city: eventually defended by civilians as well.
· Only reason they finally stabilize: it got cold, coldest winter in 100 years. Stops the attack on Moscow: WINTER. So well defended. 
· Caucasus: Get through the Ukraine, enormous effect on those populations, lots of Jews: holocaust escalates. Babyi Yar:  massacre. Germans getting caught out because they don’t know what to do. Hitler’s plans had assumed a quick victory, but he didn’t plan for what to do with the captured people. 
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WWII: 
· The Holocaust: From June 1941, the Soviets inflicted 90% of German casualties
· East: war of hierarchy, things you don’t find in the west: prisoners being tortured, Russians persecuting Russians and other nationalities. 
· War in the East
· Desperate struggle to survive: as the battle of Moscow progresses, in terms of geography: soviet forces go back to the city as the Nazis approach = government has to figure out what to do. Propaganda value in maintaining Moscow – if capital falls = moral falls.
· Battle of Moscow: train ready to take Stalin to make sure he didn’t fall into enemy hands. Massive evacuation of Moscow Government Personnel. Important for Russia to see Stalin staying in Moscow. As troops are sent out elsewhere, civilians begin to be incorporated into militia but voluntarily = involved in defense effort. 
· Coldest winter: German horses weren’t made for the weather = Germans couldn’t move as easily. 
· Siege of Leningrad- more than 1 million civilians die; does not end until January 1944: Leningrad was the capital of Imperial Russia and mouth way to Baltic Sea: would allow the Germans to have better communication and exchange. Citizens within Leningrad volunteer for every possible task. City holds on for 900 days: heroic citizens and moments where they are failed by their Government. Defiance of Russian beliefs: cremation of bodies, buried in mass graves. Lack of food supply: food rationing, trying to make food out of everything: leather, glue, etc. Industrial workers got the most food as the war needed them to be healthy. Foundation of human behavior are fragmented: different sense of how life works and what you need to survive. Life-long patterns = government could have done more for civilians. Government used the siege of Leningrad for great propaganda in the west: it played well for them. In 1943, Stalin could have pushed a little faster to liberate the city but they didn’t.

· End of 1941, Germans controlled area with: 
· 1/3 Soviet Population
· 65% of coal
· 68% of iron ore
· 58% of steel
· 60% of aluminum
· 41% of railroad track 
· Nazis target the Caucasus in 2nd summer: road network became mud: slows down the Germans: snow makes things even worse. Russian forces are hampered by this weather as well but they handle it much better than the Germans. Road of life: railway across lake: headlights off for defense, bringing in supplies and food and bringing people out (evacuating). Siege is not broken until January 1944. In 1942, the Germans will come again: they don’t try to push onto Moscow or Leningrad, instead, the target is the Caucasus: German interest and growing need for oil and natural resources, their advance becomes more economically oriented: slaves, oil, gas, natural resources. They will also try to advance to Stalingrad. 
· German treatment of civilians- view of Slavs and Communists; POWs; Ostarbeiter: looking at people and territory only for their own economic benefits. Peasants hated collectivization so much, they welcomes the Nazis with Bread and Salt = they thought they were liberating them. Germans had no love for Slavic: hierarchy of some Slavs better than others, but still not people they wanted. Germans steal from civilians, communist party members were sought out too as they were seen as permanently tainted. 
· POWs: Hitler had not expected to have so many of them, he did not plan to have to house all of these POWs. No infrastructure to take care of these people: instead, they put them in quarries: troops on perimeter to supervise mass in the hole. 
· In the West, POWs are not treated like this. In the East, they die on a mass scale, at least 4-5 million Red Army soldiers become POWs and at least 3 million are killed. 
· Ostarbeiter: to make up for German industries who are short on workers: Germany had launched a pro-maternity campaign for women: when War started, women did not take up jobs men left when going to war. Germans needed workers: taking other POWs from different conquered countries to do the work they need. No Soviet POWs used: instead, they took Soviet civilians. Promised people they would do work (earn extra money and go to Germany). They were targeting young people: especially women: 16-25. Agricultural workers: strong and could handle physical labor. Volunteers dried up quickly: they realized they wouldn’t be going because they were wanted, they would have restrictions: it became mandatory, and they had quotas to fill per village: slave workers. Ostarbeiter became 2nd class citizens, white and blue patch that said ‘OS’ = weren’t allowed the same rights as Germans, correspondence back home was restricted to 2 postcards per month with censorship. They were told where to work, 18 hour day, starved, beaten, no consequences if Ostarbeiter were dead, they would be sent more. They would work alongside Jews. Germany took 4 million Russians and Ukrainians, 1 million of those people die, and the rest do not come home to a good home. Once they returned, they had to go through a filtration system:  25% of them were shipped away for political independence. The rest had damaged passports: 2nd class citizen, less food rations, could not go for higher education, denied housing, bottom of the heap for food. 
· Local collaboration

· Soviet Treatment of Civilization
· Carrot and stick: carrot: uniting people with a common idea: government wasn’t going to be more inclusive of opinions. For many Russians: they thought this was a great era: were freer. After the war, the new society would be more democratic. Stalin created this by referring them as brothers and sisters = appealing to something deeper and resonates through all propaganda campaigns. 
· Rodina: Mother land, Rod: Rodit: person who shed blood for you, anchored to the soil, mother, not bureaucratic, what are you willing to die for? Your motherland. Posters for propaganda use this word, defend the motherland, etc. Not appealing to a communist society, he is appealing to their appeal to the motherland, nature and their home soil, their families – Nationalism. 
· Resurrection of Russian Nationalism and the Church: Orthodox Church and revamping of the things said about Russia history: Bolsheviks taking away Imperial leaders and military heroes as they weren’t related to the new government and new ideologies. Now, Stalin brings back this history: We beat Napoleon, Church has a more public role (first time in more than a decade) allowed to have a patriarch. 
· Stick: Active ethnic component, before: purges about politics and economic problems. Now, potential people on borders who are of questionable loyalty and could support the Germans: rounded them up and sent them away. Soviet purging descended absolutely in genocide. 
· Evacuation of industries- move 10 million workers in one year: dismantled factories and loaded them onto trains, tied these workers to these trains, and they were forced to go work at the new factory location: slightly urban center (not necessarily with housing, etc.) and are assigned to rebuild this factory. Every single factory comes back on line in 1943: year the Soviets start to out produce the Germans: machine guns, tanks, etc. Moving these people was one of the reason the Soviet government won the war: industrial capacity to win the war. Conditions were bad, but it was necessary to win the war. 
· Soviet Treatment of Civilians and Soldiers
· Role of Women: Only at 8 months pregnant were you allowed to leave the military service. That means at 7 months still there. The 800 thousand women in the army did not worry when the country is in danger. Women both in combat were present as well as industry. So many men in the war are dead that they don’t have enough men for the factories. Women 50% at least of the labor force. 
· Militarization of Labor: how do you fight? Methods that the Soviet government used to brutalize its own population. Mobilizing people and not giving them a choice, they used 800 000 women in battle. Americans were still not okay with including women in fighting, Soviet Government threw whatever they could at the enemy. 
· People are moved around not seen as citizens but as machinery. The govt could have ordered 10m people to move (not told how long you were going for and often you never came back). Soviets were really good at this, a lot of practice. If you eliminate compassion, this controlling of people allows you to win the war.
· By end of 1946 Allies repatriated 5.5 million Soviet citizens- 20% of them shot or given 25 year sentences
· Factories became mandatory. Factories that used to make stuff for the people, it now shifted to military status (cloth to parachutes). Most people are doing 12-14 hours a day.
· Laws were brought in to make factory workers the same as soldiers. IF you were late or sick, it could be seen as treason (thus sent to a gulag). Workers would either work into their factories (allow them to not be late and sleep) others would move to vacant housing during the war (due to the war- this will pose problems after the war) for the duration of the war you are anchored to your job. Can’t leave. 
· Style of fighting-  no home leaves; no retreats; view of casualties; order #227
· Red army fights differently from the west. The Americans have the idea of no man left behind. Russia not so much.  Russia sees that the individual life is irrelevant. It’s stupid to go save these people. The overall objective is the most important (did we capture this thing). Russian commanders are NEVER reprimanded for casualty rates. They are only if soldiers left material. If you leave the stuff behind you are reprimanded. 
· No independent media, nor parliament to talk about this. All about objective. Men in the front, you got drafted and you went home when the war was done. Unlike the breaks of 6months for instance from the west. The govt didn’t care about the stress. 
· Govt would issue that you cannot retreat! Not allowed to retreat. Has to face that onslaught. (find out name of this) After a few months, there were the front line and behind the secret police right behind making sure they don’t retreat, otherwise they will shoot them. The papers in this time was hero-sizing the “suicide” missions.
· Order 227 was a secret order not known until 1980. If you are caught as a POW you are seen as a traitor (Stalins son was captured and when germans called he said we have no one by that name).  Nastey order.
· Use of Penal Battalions (422, 700 men): 8 months pregnant could be let off work, if not, still working. Women were very useful for the Soviet Government, they were doing everything a man could do in the war: questions people were occupied with was ridiculous when very survival of the country was what really mattered. 
· You could be released from gulags if you went to penal battalion. Many people who thought they were wrongfully accused, they German invasion was seen as a real threat, they thought gulag was worse. These people got the worst jobs.
· They would get people to get dogs (when out of dogs them) to walk across landmine fields. All objective to winning the war. So many more Russian death- so wasteful of human life. Important to remember the damage of Russians on Russians. 
· By end of 1946 allies repatriated 5.5 million Soviet citizens- 20% of them shot or given 25yr sentences 
· Russians in the west return were shot outright or given 25yr sentences when back after an interview. Isolate these people as a contagious disease (the ideas that they got from being abroad) Written on your passport that you lived in occupied territory prior. Created a stigma. Coming back to the war made you suspect




· SMERSH 
· Meaning death to spies
· Filtered all POW’S and partisans returning. POW’S returning were problematic for it was seen as being a traitor. You had to prove you were captured and couldn’t fight. Otherwise you are sent unto the gulag. This will change the gulag. In the 30s the gulags were partisans, whereas later it’s all veterans. In their heads, it was worth it to fight.
· 1943- Soviets made: 
· 130350 artillery guns 
· 458500 machine guns
· 24100 tanks 
· 29900 planes 
· 1944 Lend-Lease 
· -5877 combat planes
· -3122 artillery guns 
· Goal of the day: 1) how they fought (gave up on ideology, gave all it could to win) 2) How they won 3) origins of the cold war (problems with the allies)

WWII: Resistance and rearmament 
· “The partisan war has some advantages for us; it enables us to eradicate everyone who opposes us? 
· Hitler 
· Readings important: notably of the Jews surrounded by other anti-Semitic people. When you look at the violence in her book, irregular warfare are never sure what’s going to happen (always on edge) which makes it easy for things to escalade. Retaliation often falls on citizens. Cases of family where half the children killed by soviets and Germans. 
· For Hitler, the partisan war has advantages. Germans would launch a raids against the partisans to both eradicate and collect weapons. Anyone could have been considered partisans (very ambiguous).
· Partisan Warfare 
· No Prewar plans to have partisans; no central control at first 
· Most partisans are either red army figures or citizens who have no contact with the red army. No connection to Moscow.  Operating in a total vacuum- no supplies of food forced to scavenge. (Book gives a good example of the raids to survive- such as biting off the guy’s finger)
· Ask more about where partisans come from
· Terrain works to their advantage to survive (namely swamps). 
· Partisan warfare forces the Germans to have more soldiers into the rear than they ever planned to. They thought they were going to leave small amounts of people in the rear, but now they need a real battalion. Hitler is looking not only for new territory but also resources (hence taking the railway lines to get cows and stuff to send to Germany)
· Partisans would do raids against the railway to prevent them. Locals/civilians didn’t necessarily be pro-partisans. They supported those who might win or rather their best chance of survival. Partisans thus had trouble to get supplies. 
· Partisans acting like very loyal. As the soviet forces finally begin to move westward (after a certain battle), locals realize they should support partisans
· Force Germans to keep more soldiers in rear. Partisans have to scavenge – terrorize locals as much as Germans do
· Living conditions; skills needed; role of women 
· You can join the partisans if you had a skill that was useful. Day to day you have to prove yourself. 
· Women were always seen as good to heal and be sneaky. To get information, they had to capture a German. Afterwards what do you do with the German. You live on the run. The partisans thus once in contact with collaborator or German had to kill them immediately. Furthermore, they were short of bullets, so they had to get creative. They would use the killings to bond together. 
· Similar to what was happening by japan in china. Doing in together created a unit cohesiveness. In the book for instance, killing someone was seen as a bonding thing. Every time the Germans would see this, they would retaliate by being equally as dark. Russians would use dead cold bodies as wood for tanks when trapped in mud. Germans walked on Russian bodies not to step in mud 
· Treatment of prisoners by partisans. Death started meaning nothing, death being normalized. Also, they would be cutting limbs. Germans and Russians getting worse and worse. Schulman’s book “recovers” the story of Jewish partisans 
· Shows the conflict well this book. P.93 – book. Demonstrates soviet citizens being the victim nothing to do with Jewish people. Strong issues on how they remember these kinds of stuff. (Jewish communities hiding in the woods). Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA). It had 25000-40000 members 
· Started as self-defense units. When Germans entered Ukraine, they saw them as liberators. But once collectivization wasn’t removed, they started disliking them and blaming them for Nazi crap and Soviet crap.
· They want an independent Ukraine + They become very well organized and they don’t disappear. The partisans at the end of the war and seen as veterans and got a medal. Not these guys, this was further insurgence after the war. Began in 1942 as self-defense units in Nazi- controlled western Ukraine.
· Ukraine’s had advantage of the terrain, and they make bunkers. Only in the 50s were the soviets able to get them. Soviets against what they think is there only people. Irregular warfare, shows society really strained to its max. By 1944 was a guerilla army controlled by the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN)
· Post-WWII, UPA fought NKVD units sent to pacify Ukraine. Secret police had to take them out. Members live in underground bunkers; relatives punished by soviets. Fighting continued into early 1950s 
· Economic shortages (1942 they have to hang on, 43 it changes). By the end of 1941, the Germans controlled an area with: 1/3 of soviet population, 65% of coal, 68% of aluminum, and 41% of railroad track. 
· Tractor plans was being converted to tanks. 43 massive building. See board. 1944 Lend-Lease helped (making things into metal) but wasn’t in actual stuff be done by them. A changing red army.
· Mechanization- need more specialists who can work with technology; improved & modified technology (submachine guns, anti-tanks guns & planes) 
· Those who had training going in the war and pretty much dead at this point. Life expectancy is a day (ask). 
· New training being done, purpose of being functional. Simple to use things. Germans face DE mechanization 
· German factories can’t keep turning over at the same rates. Plus with allied bombings. They are having fewer weapons. Russia is having more stuff now.
· Casualty rates reduced. Russia (with better training) are dying at slower rates. People who were dying day after day did not permit having a cohesion with your unit. Now after fighting with people for a long time you know the fighting style. Discipline is back! Professionalism is returned (media showing this again). Suicide no longer heroic as much, but rather professional training. 
· Increased mobility for soviets – allowed for new tactics. As they start winning, moral goes up. By and large by the end of 1943, the march to berlin has begun (a few hiccups but nothing big). Changed expectations for soldiers – media emphasizes professionalism rather than individual heroism. View of the rest of the world did not do much. 
· Issues of wartime diplomacy 
· Lend-lease 
· Russia says it did nothing, allies think it allowed reds to win. Answer is in between 
· It allowed to bring metal + SPAM 
· Coming from the north 
· Scientist were nationalized. Through spy networks they knew of plutonium. Soviets suspicious of this (suspicious of the allies). 
· Stalin would say that the west wants the war to continue for that soviets would lose power.  SO that soviets would be weak to the west. So they were frienenemies!
· Issues of the second front 
· Russia faces 90% of German armed forced
· In the eyes of the soviets, the second front has to be from France and must be a big one. The African one was seen as a joke (same as Italy) 
· Since they don’t get anything they want from lend-lease + suspicion from other things creates things on edge. Not to mention the death of FDR. FDR kept the peace between Churchill and Stalin. Trumann replaced him and he doesn’t have FDR’s ability to make Stalin play ball. This will bring the cold war. That means everyone in Eastern Europe will be affected by Russian insecurity. 
· Post-war shape of Europe; occupation armies 
· Rejection of Marshall plan- strip Eastern Europe instead
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· Stalin’s Years: how do you rebuild after the war? 
· Issues of Wartime Diplomacy
· Situation where Soviet Population wasn’t trusting of the Western allies, they were consistently told that they were let down by them, and they were deceptive, so they were always ready and convinced that war would come again because of the Western allies. Very unlikely that any Soviet population will come with positive assessment of the Western Allies.
· New articles of criminal punishment: praise of American democracy and technology. Skewed vision of the world after the war. Soviet Bloc: not part of the Soviet Union, become buffer zone that protects the Soviet Union. The Union will dictate their post-war diplomacy. Why does it matter what kind of regimes you have in those areas? Because Germany might come again. Shapes everything they think of the world: Soviet leaders fear that Nazi onslaught and they get stuck in that thinking: 1989 Soviet Union has annual standing army of 4 million at all times. 
· Because they want 4 million men ready in case Germans come again. These areas will see rigged elections by Moscow: they will monitor Easter Europe very closely, not much autonomy. Soviet Union acts from a position of fear, can’t let outsiders know how they operate. 
· Failure of Lend-Lease 
· Issue of the second front
· Post-war shape of Europe; occupation armies
· Rejection of Marshall Plan- strip Eastern Europe instead: They could have been included, and most of Eastern Europe expressed interest in receiving this kind of aid. Problem was: plan came with fine print; Americans had to have observers on the ground to see how their money was being spent. West Germany and Britain; no problem, they were looking for strong ties with the Americans. Stalin would not allow Americans on Soviet ground: didn’t want them to see how much the war devastated them, wanted them to think the Soviet Union was powerful and okay. How do they build back up then? They strip the Eastern European grounds: Red Army abused civilians, dismantle economic infrastructure, assets, psychologically what mattered: they were going to rebuild at any cost, and whoever had wronged them would pay for it. 
· Not one of these Eastern European countries asked for the government that they got (communism) = populations that feel in subordinate positions to the Soviet Union. People see their living conditions decline.
· Rebuilding after WWII
· Demographic consequences: workforce, family life (1944 code); 2.75m surviving war invalids: bulk of medical care came from family unit, not the government = created a lot of tension. Women who can’t have real family units = substitute family = women getting together to pool resources. 
· Rural effects: less men in rural areas = less babies, less productivity, harder living conditions.
· In rural areas, there were only 28 men (aged 18-49) for every 100 women: Soviet Women aren’t encouraged to be housewives, the economy would have collapsed. They were a vital part of the economy. 1944: mother heroin award: monthly sum given, preferential system for housing, payments for first children as well: government would step in and provide financial assistance forever = eliminated illegitimacy = so different from Western Europe = who demanded a marriage in order to have a baby. For SU, it wasn’t a moral transformation but it was a country that had been more open than the West.  
· Collective Farming = acquired new skills, could get a job in the city, why would you go back to the farm? Men who are on the farm are invalids. No stigmatization like there was in the West. 
· Economic woes: 1945- 25 million people homeless; 1710 towns no longer exist and 70,000 villages destroyed: for more than a decade, people are still living in dugouts. People have to remake their lives, families were separated by being evacuated, fighting on different fronts. 
· Famine in 1946- 87% of pigs and 60% of horses killed in WWII: 25% of tractors destroyed; 1 million die; harvests 50-60% of pre-war level: not a manmade famine, but aggravated by the Soviet government. Bad weather all over Europe, but in the Soviet Union it is magnified. Given the level of animal herd devastation, it was already going to be a bad year. How do they plow the fields and fertilize the fields? Who will do the agricultural labor? Soviet government does not step in, they try to export grain to raise money and pump into industry. At least 1m people who survived the war die in the famine; the government will not give any kind of aid. Was there ever a great time for Soviet agriculture?
· Collectivization expanded into Baltics and reimposed elsewhere; importance of private plots; peasants start doing seasonal work outside collectives; fictional household divisions; flight from countryside: peasants would expand their private plots without anyone realizing and make crops that they could eat for their family survival and sold the rest = only way to survive. Fictional household divisions = faked arguments, declaring independence to get an extra private plot = more produce to eat, more money to raise. 
· Would do the minimum of Labor Day standards not to get persecuted (150 days) and then migrate to urban areas for a 2nd job and make more money or work on their own private plots. Output of collective farming will go down = labor shortages after the war. 
· When the government was rebuilding = security/defense and heavy industrialization were the two more important things in case they would get attacked again. 
· Housing and consumer goods = 1946 economy made 1/4 of pair of underwear and less than 1 pair of socks per person. 
· Pooling all resources into security not into consumer goods or housing for the population. Makes it a difficult time to live: people thought coming out of WWII, the government would try to make their lives better, instead he went into the opposite direction, making life more miserable for the population. 
· Post War Culture
· Need to weed out Western Influences- treatment of people who had been abroad; cult of Stalin. Suspicious of people who had been abroad: monitoring what they are saying as they had seen poor areas in the West, and they lived way better than Soviet Union middle class. 
· Scientists did not have access to research from the West. Restricting discourse and analysis from the West; population was being shown aggrandized cult of Stalin: Stalin was supposed to be the 1st upon equal with the population, now he was being shown at new heights: source of all good, referred to all the time, no matter what discipline = Stalin quotations had to be included. Weird dynamic where he is held up as a super human being. Stalin retreated from public life; his image took over instead. 
· Cosmopolitanism: “Jewish”, what you said, who you said it to. Could use this term against anyone they didn’t like. 
· Zhdanovschina (1946-48) – Akhmatova (poet) , Zoshchenko (satires), Eisenstein (movie producer)
· Akhmatova is never publically discussed again. She is kicked out of the writers union, loses everything. She is only brought back with Youth Counter Culture. Humor disappeared, Zoshchenko gets criticized. Eisenstein will be forced to renounce his own work in order to survive. 
· Socialist realism reimposed with vigor
· “We must master the Lenin-Stalin method of perception of real life and history…” Eisenstein: intellectuals must keep up with the constant change of what is acceptable to say and what isn’t. 


· Post-War Politics
· Decision-making in this period- No party congresses; small group around Stalin; Central Committee did not meet 1947-52- use of correspondence votes: 10-12 people who are appointed in different ways who become the governing body. No congress or committee meet for 7 years. Stalin attacks the Leningrad congress in 1947. 
· Leningrad Affair- proved Stalin could still have people killed – 214 executed, exiled or imprisoned: Stalin takes out people he doesn’t think are loyal. Voznesensky and Romanov: heading the Leningrad party structure: Stalin says there is too much corruption and independence: purge. Proved to everyone that at any moment, if he wanted to, Stalin could have you killed = no one would voice any opinion to Stalin. 
· Stalin’s withdrawal from everyday politics- Kremlin visits down 75%; spent up to 4 months in Crimea each year: works from home, changes the nature of government, how can they get in touch with him? Isolates himself = paralyzing the government. Takes 4 months off every summer, not making decisions in Moscow. Strange way of governing; less access and knowledge of how people were living in his country. He lived in a vacuum of where he didn’t know what was going on in everyday life. 
· Anti-Semitism and Doctors Plot (1953): Stalin wanted to launch a new purge deliberately aiming for Jews: “conspiracy” that Jews were disloyal, etc. Doctors Plot: investigating Doctors; Kremlin doctors were deliberately killing patients (most of Jewish). Their goal is to weaken the Soviet Union. These men are removed from their jobs and put into prison when they get very lucky: Stalin dies. 1st thing the new government does = says the Doctors Plot is a fabrication – but damage is too late = patients don’t trust the doctors anymore, don’t go see them again. 
· Stalin dies: what do they do? They can’t tell the population; they make it look like he’s just not feeling well. They continue with these updates; the leaders are freaking out; couldn’t imagine a life without Stalin. 

Thursday, March 10th, 2016 		

The Khrushchev Era: How do you de-Stalinize without questioning the legitimacy of the regime and its leaders? Who is to blame? 

· Starting New Reforms without finishing last Reforms; typical response to his reforms are passive aggressive: thinking programs will not last long before he has another idea, so they foot drag. He believed Russia could be great and could be fixed. How do you de-Stalinize every aspect of Soviet life without undermining Soviet power = double edged sword: have to be able to say we are able to make changes but how do you explain it to the population so it doesn’t look like you’re changing what you worked so hard to build. 
· Reaction to the Death of Stalin
· No succession mechanism: no clear succession rule, no idea who will be next in power. Bodies that exist on paper (they don’t meet), nobody knows what to do. 
· Collective leadership at first- lack of trust; Malenkov, Beria (secret police leader) and Molotov (recognizable) appear strongest: leader of secret police prepares for revolutions in Moscow, but none arrive. People are grieving, Stalin had been some sort of stability for the country, those who weren’t repressed by the Soviet Union associated Stalin with the Nazis losing, and them having better lives. Gulag prisoners were also grieving: Stalin was removed = he was the only person who knew they were not guilty = how would they get out? Referencing to Stalin disappear immediately = the collective leadership didn’t want to refer to him as they didn’t want to rule like him and be compared to him. No one trusts each other: strongest candidates is Malenkov = taken on the role of Stalin’s right hand man. Molotov: has little power, but is recognizable by population and the West. Khrushchev is nowhere to be seen.  
· Malenkov’s mistake: accepting job as Prime Minister: became head of the government; failed to understand how the party and the government are so intertwined. Khrushchev will take over the party personnel: did what Stalin did: appoint jobs to people who would be loyal to him = creates a relationship between these people and him = they will vote for him later on. 
· Khrushchev’s position: revitalize the Party; alliance with Marshal Zhukov: cannot trust the allies, pro-Stalin era, ignoring the idea of consumer goods. His stance = strongest alliance with the military. To get rid of Beria, who controls the secret police and interior forces = alliance between military leaders/commanders and Khrushchev’s to take down Beria. Brings in Zhukov = he was a WWII military hero. Population saw him as a heroic symbol of victory. He was demoted by Stalin (out of jealousy) and placed as a regional commander. His alliance with Khrushchev will be able to bring Beria down. The alliance holds till the end of the 1950’s. 
· Signs of Change: end of Doctor’s Plot; March 1953 amnesty releases 60% of ordinary Gulag prisoners; Dec 1953 Beria executed: Fabrication announcement of Doctor’s Plot: to say they were making a mistake = change of public discourse = talk of legality and abiding by the laws. Government lost control of prison system = no productivity in the Gulags because of revolts = draining the Soviet economy = Beria brings up this argument to the collective leadership = they release 60% of the people who actually committed crimes = more afraid of criminals than intellectuals. 
· As these prisoners are released the population is terrified, a wave of crimes begin. Contentious year as people came to terms with what was happening with the downgrading of the prison network. By the end of the year, they get rid of Beria: executed in 1953 and fell from favor, and with it, some of the changes he wanted to bring in became questionable = gulag and economic changes. Set a different tone = subordinating the secret police structure to the whole party = no longer having the secret police leader be this powerful again.
· Tone down cult of Stalin
· 1954 novella The Thaw by Ilya Ehrenburg; Dudintsev’s Not By Bread Alone
· Novella: coming out of a deep freeze and things are going to improve. It did a couple of different things: Ilya was recognized across Europe, cosmopolitan, WWII became a famous correspondence. Shocking bit: people in the novella who weren’t black or white; they had personal lives that didn’t work; marriages falling apart, party officials being found guilty, gray areas that were never present before. 
· Not by Bread alone: frustrated engineer with a new project that will save money = obstacles with bureaucrats = not wanting to change = subplot with different kinds of situations that people were not used to. Sending signals to society = the world can now have shades of gray. 






· Agricultural Reform
· Khrushchev sees himself as an expert on this subject: he worked in mines and was born in a peasant family – thought he knew everything about agriculture and industries. 
· 1958 end of MTS program- skilled workers leave countryside: MTS was brought in the 1930’s with collective farms as a way to pool mechanical equipment in the countryside as the Soviet Government didn’t have enough equipment for the countryside. MTS was meant to be a party outpost as well. Collective farms would now have their own equipment = problem was not ending the program it was how quickly they got rid of it: collective farms were suddenly told it was done and would have to pay the remaining balance for the tractors by the end of the war. Taking money out of other budgets to pay for these tractors = education, cultural, architectural, etc. Leaves a lot of projects unfinished. 
· Nobody to fix the tractors, nowhere to house them – they rust = the use of tractors in agriculture declines as a result of this = trained people leave the countryside and go to the city.
· Corn Program:  He came into contact with North America and new crops; many things can go wrong with corn: weather, water, soaking, farmers didn’t know how to grow it. Met with enormous reluctance, when he is removed from power, the corn program backslides. 

· The Virgin Lands
· Optimistic view of building and growing wherever they want: won’t work.
· Volunteers go to Central Asia and Siberia: lands have not been cultivated before because they weren’t good for year-round agriculture: snow, bad weather, drought, waterlog, etc. Can’t control what happens here. Social engineering is needed: people don’t want to live there. How did you get people to go? Volunteers were promised rewards when they came back and good conditions when they arrived there = not true. 
· Costs of grain (transport): getting grain to and from these new areas: worse road network ever in Russia. Instead of taking money and investing in Ukraine, which is a great place for agriculture, and a whole lot closer to Russian capitals, they go to Central Asia and Siberia. 
· Got bulk of new machinery: Gives these people access to new equipment instead of better agricultural lands = decrease of productivity.
· Terrible living conditions: Some students are told if they stick it out for 2-3 years they’ll get a car = conditions are horrendous once there and promises are not materialized.
· 2/3rd of recruits go home every year: no stable population in this program. Soviet Union only has a certain amount of resources for agriculture: can’t provide everything to these people.
· By 1963, USSR is importing grain and Khrushchev’s prestige has been damaged: No pattern for productivity: virgin lands are on and off with productivity. He doesn’t let them starve, he imports Grain from North America and from 1963 to the end of Soviet Union, and they import grain from the West. 






· Changes in Industry
· Growth despite reforms
· Problems with planning economy: prices, innovations, quality: establish all of the prices and goods that would be available for sale; Marxist theories say value of an item comes from labor that comes into it: materials it’s made out of don’t have a value, Marxism economics = interests in calculations is not included. No way of truly determining how much it actually costs to make something; planners can make weird decisions about where to set up a factory = no worrying like the West does: don’t consider costs, land, etc. Prices don’t reflect market conditions. Government will decide prices = subsidizing = prices are more connected to policies and social stability. Managers in enterprises with targets to hit = units vs labor cost - bonuses were bigger. Goods hold value much differently = brings back barter as a means of buying. Quality does not even matter anymore. 
· Innovations: no time taken to innovate: new equipment, new training = time consuming= they don’t bother with it at all. If managers didn’t generate enough = could lose their jobs. 
· Sovnarkhozy- 1957 economic ministries abolished; create 100+ local councils; attempt to undermine political rivals: taking economic control away from economic ministries to eliminate their power base leaving only Khrushchev in power. Instead, they divided the country in 101 areas with local leaders.  
· Problems with Sovnarkhozy: local leaders have no national perspective; bureaucracy not cut just shifted; poor coordination between regions: linkages at the national level needed to make almost every single product: leather factories don’t have leather around, furniture factories don’t have forests. 2nd and 3rd tier administrative leaders who have no idea how to get access to these materials that are needed to live off of local stuff. 
· Abolished after fall of Khrushchev 
· Attacks on job tenure: term limits on all jobs and party has the right to send people to other areas. These policies: Sovnarkhozy and Attack on Job tenure = attacking the power of other people within the party – can’t have that = crucial to his fall. Party officials who made it to a good area with a good job with better lifestyles = Soviet middle class emerging in this time = they don’t want to move back to where they came from to supervise farmers or move every few years. 
· Only 34% of residents had water and only 2.2% had hot waters. Bathrooms in only 8% of apartments. Why would people want to get rid of this lifestyle? 













Tuesday, March 15th, 2016

The Khrushchev Era 

Destalinization 
· Problematic because the people who have to do it are the ones who engaged in Stalinist behavior. Mikoyan and Khrushchev are the only ones who ever show remorse for their actions during the Stalin era. There will be resistance to it, and times where the government back tracks, and in the very last days of the Soviet Union there is still Stalinist reactions in the government and in people.
· 20th Party Congress February 1956
· Speech written for Khrushchev for what he would say about Stalin; Mikoyan and Khrushchev decided to go rogue; surprised everyone and all of the party congress. Audience is disconcerted, speech became a real revelation. Polish delegation transcribed it, gave it to the Israeli and then to the CIA = well known around the world. Domestically, party committees were meant to meet and discuss it secretly = everyone found out right away. 
· Speech Inflicted more damage to rivals (Malenkov, Molotov and Kaganovich) than to Khrushchev: they had much stronger ties to Stalin during the purges, they are in Moscow while a lot of this is going on. Khrushchev was in the provinces, so he argued that he wasn’t as deeply embedded as the other three. 
· Stalin criticized for way he ruled and initial losses in WWII: discusses how he was rude, didn’t listen to other people, setting up the idea that Stalin is guilty for a lot of what is wrong and everyone else was in no position to counter what he wanted. Stalin ruled by ignoring the party, he is trying to save the party institution structure and blame Stalin and not blame everyone left in the Party. Stalin was alright at the end of the war, but at the beginning of the war, Stalin wasn’t good: carefully worded criticism.
· Condemn concept of “enemy of the people”: slippery term that could liquidate and eliminate a group of people = no definition of what this is, vague. So widely used, speech decides that to have legality there must be correct categorizing. 
· Focus on post-1934 era; nothing on collectivization: doesn’t mention a single negative thing about Stalin pre-1934 = extremely deliberate = focuses on certain moments of violence/purges. He avoids collectivization, and purges that could have come from the party = famine in the early 1930’s, gulags, etc. 
· Party members rather than ordinary victims: picking and choosing who they can rehabilitate, doesn’t mention ordinary people = only party members that could have been affected. He lays blame on everyone as a whole, not standing up and saying anything. 
· Effects: more prisoners go home (reintegration issues; inadequate compensation); uprisings in Poland and Hungary; “anti-party group” tries to remove Khrushchev; Dr. Zhivago affair: brings up Lenin, where he compares Stalin and Lenin = legality, rule the way Lenin did. By offering up this alternative, they don’t have to apologize to the population for what Stalin did in the purges, the system itself is healthy and blame Stalin for ruining it. He does admit that physical pressures were used on those who confessed when arrested in the purges. 
· Prisoners go home: hard to integrate, government doesn’t offer any kind of help. They were offered two months of salary of what they made when they were arrested, not taking into account inflation. Took a while to get a full passport, and when they did they weren’t allowed to live in certain cities or within 100km of these cities. Far more difficult for prisoners to go back home, they rather stay together as they feel the same. 
· Prisoners who had been released went back home to the people who had got them arrested in the first place. “Anti-Party Group”: not happy with his policies, led by Molotov, Kaganovich and Malenkov, tried to stage a coup for incompetency. The only body that can remove a leader is the Central Committee = Anti Party Group will try to get the Central Committee together to vote against Khrushchev = uses military connection to secure majority in favor of him. 
· They are sent to far regions and have bad jobs as a punishment; difference between now and Stalin = they would have been killed right away. Dr. Zhivago affair: book by poet, traces the history of a man living through the revolution, doctor writes poetry (personal expression). Khrushchev decides to refuse the publishing of this book = becomes published in the West = translated and spread everywhere = politicized event. Soviet authorities will try to make the author renounce his book = eventually he gives in and writes a simple letter refusing his Nobel Prize. 
· A new wave of De-Stalinization 
· By 1960, 715,120 people have been rehabilitated and 30,000 communists get membership back: some actually wanted it back; believed that what they went through was a test of loyalty to the party. 
· 1961 Stalin’s body removed from Mausoleum but number of people in gulag goes up again: what did they do with Stalin’s body? They very quietly reburied him near the Kremlin wall, close to the Mausoleum in case he makes a comeback in the party. Timidity of letting go of Stalin completely. Number of People put in prison goes up = cities near the railway network = crime rate goes up. Brings in new campaign against hooliganism = can be widely applied = new influx of prisoners. 
· 1962 One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich published- what is objectionable about it? : doesn’t blame the government for everything, but some stuff is subtle in telling the readers about the government. Many people liked the book; main hero takes pride in his forced labor, he is a hero of a socialist realist book, he is the ideal communist man: all the negative characters in the books are guards and party officials = world where the prisoners are the good guys. Multi-ethnic prison population having to work together = possibility of making the comment that all of the country is a prison. 
· Chukovskaia’s Sofia Petrovna: signed contract, advanced copies went out, and everything got pulled back because the backlash of Denisovich’s book was big because of the subtext. Her book looked at a mother grappling with the arrest of her son = he is a perfect communist. 
· 1963 Tukhachevksy’s memoirs published and plaque put on his house
· Other party memoirs published- all by people who kept their faith while incarcerated; idea the system must still be good. 







· Final Rehabilitations
· 1988 Memorial Society Founded
· 1991 Gorbachev issued blanket presidential decree rehabilitating Stalin’s remaining victims
· Under Yeltsin, you could ask for rehabilitation for repression any time from 1917 on (i.e. not just under Stalin)
· 1992-1997 4 million applications for rehabilitations filed, and approximately 1.5 million were granted.
· People got the right to see their KGB files and those of their relatives
· 2004 state museum of the history of the Gulag established
· But if you were rehabilitated, then you had to be a prisoner in the first place. 
· Destalinization still has not fully materialized. Make it difficult to get to the Gulag museum. Rehabilitation was never an apology, it was never a document that said someone wasn’t guilty of anything in the first place. 

Thursday, March 17th, 2016 

Continuation of Khrushchev’s era 

· Khrushchev’s Foreign Policy
· Rebuilding after WWII: Soviets kill more people in Eastern Europe than in America, Red army against their own population and uprisings against communist regimes established without their concern. 
· Creation of COMECON in 1949: East Europeans had outside communist regimes imposed on them, watched their country’s be stripped from people and materials and Soviet rebuilding came at their expense. COMECOM outlined how trade would function in Eastern Europe and in Soviet Union alliances. Brokering the way goods move around; don’t use bilateral agreements. If countries wanted to trade with each other, they had to go through Moscow, who acts as a middle man, skimming off the top of the transaction. By specializing this way (giving countries a specific thing to do) didn’t allow their economies to diversify and become too independent. Trade patterns did not benefit their own countries, instead, it benefited Moscow. 
· Brinksmanship to keep adversary off guard but nuclear bluff means more defense spending: shift the fight to other arenas where people don’t die; getting people to change to communism by showing them better living conditions and standards. Targets the 3rd world = newly independent nations fighting colonialism. 
· “Peaceful Co-Existence”- impact of nuclear weapons; avoid antagonizing the US but gain influence in 3rd world; win over people via economic success: 1956 USSR has diplomatic relations with 1 African country = 26 countries by 1966. Reaching out to past colonial world nations and offering them communism as a best future. Leads to extremely weird alliances; China and Soviet Union. 
· Khrushchev was obsessed with getting in touch with as many countries as possible as he truly believed that communism would take over the world and then the Soviet Union would make new alliances and become a stronger power. 
· It was believed that Khrushchev had exhausted the population and had ruined the country’s reputation in the eyes of the rest of the world. 


· Problems in Eastern Europe
· Problems in Hungary and Poland- Nagy replaced by Rakosi; repudiation of terror and reaction it generated; appointment of Gomulka 
· Polish students inspiring the Hungarian students to protest as well; American radio station in Europe giving advice to Europeans on how to strike. 
· Nagy was replaced because he was too strongly allied with Malenkov and without vetting Rakosi’ background = puts him in charge. Hungarian population went out into the streets to protest this change in a massive way. Things got so bad that they had to bomb Budapest and bring in tanks = 40,000 Hungarians killed during this uprising and 400,000 Hungarians leave the country.
· Hungarians thought they would get support from the rest of the world; Doctrines like Truman Doctrine; contain the spread of communism and providing aid to countries fighting communism. Hungary believed the Americans and British would help them military but they were wrong; Suez Canal and presidential election.  
· Clearly, these Eastern European countries are unhappy and they have to be restrained by military force = cannot move forward.
· NATO vs Warsaw Pact; 1955 West Germany joined NATO
· Set up to monitor defense issues in the West and Pacific. US provides 75% of the initial funding for NATO. It is established the year the Soviet Union explodes with a nuclear weapon. 
· 1961 Berlin Wall created: first time Soviet responds with an alliance. Series of crisis on how to manage Berlin, and how to put country back together. If Germany would be allowed to be one full country; who would be allied with them? West Germany would join NATO and become its own country. Everything the Soviet Union did = was based on NATO; countries wanting to join in; Ukraine, etc. NATO expansion is scaring the Soviets. 
· Russians reaction: creating Eastern Germany and creating an alliance with them. Warsaw Pact: took away individual sovereignty from people in it. Had to accept foreign troops and weapons in their country. NATO was like this as well; American troops and weapons in foreign territory. The document itself clearly states that when in this pact, they are not free to negotiate other alliances that run counter to it. Also, not allowed to leave the Warsaw Pact = Eastern European countries in the Pact has lost its foreign policy ability. Soviet Union concerned because leadership in Poland and Hungary were expressing the idea that they wanted to leave the Warsaw Pact. 
· Berlin Wall: Berlin became a serious problem as many eastern Europeans were leaving their countries, going through Berlin, and accepted as refugees of communism by the Americans. Population drain of young and educated people. Soviet Government will respond by building the Berlin wall and ensuring that every border that a Soviet ally shared with the West become heavily patrolled. Became a symbol of the Cold War.
· Relations with Tito and Mao
· K visits Belgrade- blames Beria for past hostilities: shows power dynamic relationship; K needing the relationship. All the problems with Yugoslavia = blamed on Beria, head of KPG. Uses this opportunity to justify Beria’s removal and execution. 
· Communist world becomes polycentric: we have accepted that there are many paths to Communist = tells everyone else that they can also have their own path. Puts Moscow in a bad place: makes communist world polycentric = not having to follow the path of Moscow. 
· Mao upset by de-Stalinization- Moscow going soft? Cult of Mao: red book: big policy statement. Mao era propaganda: personality cults. K attacks leadership cults in his secret speech = problem with Mao. Visit went badly, that point on Beijing will go alone and use the comment of polycentrism and set itself up as a rival leader of different communist paths. 
· Sharing of nuclear technology: hesitated, did not agree with Mao’s policy views. Biggest reason the relationship deteriorated.  
· Beijing as rival of Moscow ex: Albania: breaks away from Moscow and becomes a client state of the Chinese. Using the excuse of a different path to communism. 
A lot of money spent in Chinese Development Aid (1950-1959) 
· 400+ enterprises built/rebuilt 
· 44 electric power stations 
· 12 metallurgical plants
· 2 billion rubles of industrial equipment
· 8000 expert 12000 instructors sent to China
· 11,000 Chinese students and 8000 words trained in USSR 
· They did not share nuclear technology
· Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)
· Soviets sent intermediate range missiles to Cuba- could hit US; Cuba did not ask for them
· K motives unclear; surprised by strength of US response; Castro not consulted
· Soviets backs down- contributes to K’s fall: knows he’s going to lose pace but Soviets realize that if this provokes a nuclear war = not worth it. As a result of this: embarking on a new wave of military spending.
· Drastic rise in military spending: updating military nuclear weapons. Soviet government in the wake of this needed missiles that could go further because they couldn’t place them wherever they wanted. US had 17x more missiles than the Soviet Government.
· Characteristics of Cold War Diplomacy
· Economic and military aid rather than outright confrontation
· Encourage liberation movements
· Proxy wars
· End of Khrushchev 
· October 1964 removed from office: Cuban Crisis, Cold War backing down, too many new policies, cutting military spending, new paths of communism, attacking the privileges of elites. 
· Plot organized by Brezhnev with Podgorny and Shelepin (who brought in Suslov and Kosygin): launch an attack on K in a closed door meeting; got the central committee to sign with them; who were scared to lose their positions in good cities and be sent to other provinces that weren’t as ideal. Didn’t believe they could be a strong world power and move forward with K at the head of the government. 
· Khrushchev the pensioner: Showing how times had changed; bloodlessly removing K from power, went quietly into retirement and lives the rest of his life peacefully. He was no longer mentioned in public again; any success at all = legacy is he died in his bed = how many Soviet leaders could you say that about? Did change the nature of society and allowed them to be less oppressive. 




Tuesday, March 22, 2016
The Brezhnev Era 

· Overall Assessment
· Brezhnev heads the Party and Kosygin the gov’t: some economic reforms, but not very much else.
· Rule by an oligarchy: everyone thinks the same, no degree of conflict, he’s not power hungry, and he’s easily satisfied. Ruling group is just there and sort of stays, goal was to reduce job turnover particularly in party position. Getting rid of K’s plan to undermine the power of ministries: everyone knows what they have to be doing.
· Reduction in job turnover: got a job, and stayed in the job, only removed if you died or promoted. Job security = productivity wasn’t as important, moving people around = unhappy = political instability. Same logic for enterprises = economy slows down, when a company didn’t do well = no reprimanding, more government subsidizing funds = people knew they weren’t going to get fired or punished, so productivity went down badly. No purges hit the party, if there is corruption, it will be hushed up: scandals where people made the leadership look bankrupt: did it because didn’t have a fear of being fired.
· Nomenklatura- creates new social elite: ¼ million leadership: HR list with peoples information: access to goods, education slots for kids, provided a world of privilege; visible social elite. Stalin: leaders were privileges but not as obvious to the general public. Now, it is very visible, stopping traffic for them to pass, wearing foreign suits, their children’s don’t wear domestic clothes, access to scarce items and they make it known when they go out. Flaunting begins under B because they were not punished. Level of resentment will gradually begin to emerge. Goal was still to keep society stable. 
· Goal of social stability: stability is the most important thing, no one cares about being in a deficit, important to keep stability within the people. Soviet society has lost dynamism. 
· Societal Change
· Continued urbanization: people have figured out it sucks to live in the countryside, in poverty. Why would they want to be a collective farmer? To improve things for agriculture: allow peasants to get a hold of their own internal passport = could now move to the city = people move in very large numbers. More than 50% of soviet citizens live in the city
· Rise of a middle class: They want better lives for themselves and their children. No one who has a white collar job or a party position did not want their children to slip in the working class: they make sure, using favors, that their kids get in to the right schools, right universities, and back into the government = to pay back for the free studies by servicing the government = government can choose to send you anyone = elites rig the system of jobs and housing for their children. Self-Replicated without exchanging money, but favors instead. 
· Spread of Western Culture ex: rock and roll, spaghetti westerns. Very visible youth culture that is distinct from cultural experts don’t like. Young people are behaving like their western counterparts = horrified elders. Huge cultural gap beginning. By 1985, no one thinks their building communism anymore, none of them are causing revolutions or turning down their society, but they are interested in socialism. 




· Economic Decline
· Military Budget mushroom; military was getting 25% of all government revenue, whatever it needed, it got. Wasn’t just money or equipment, but personnel as well. Military did pretty well and the civilians got the leftover pool of students, etc. Notably, the transition in the 1990’s = did well to adapt to computers in the military setting. 
· Failure to adopt new technologies: cars that are made; don’t shift over to plastic parts. Refrigerators are bar sized, Tupperware’s nonexistent. Soviet not adapting or willing to change = gives you a sense that they are a society not moving to industrial plastic. 
· Agriculture: increased investment but output does not rise fast enough to meet demand; leads to shortages and reliance on foreign imports. Novocherkassk 1962: government puts a lot of money in agriculture because they know they are not generating enough food to feed everyone = more money but returns shrink = many country side people have moved to the city. Agriculture becomes a huge problem; as people morph into a middle class = bigger demand for different and healthier foods = can’t keep up with demand and price = selling it for less than production cost. In Novocherkassk = experiment to raise food prices by 10% = demonstrations in square, riot, etc. Moscow sent delegations to fix the problem, in the end to save political stability and take back their political building they gave up and left the prices at the usual price. This was the last time the Soviet government tried to increase the food prices = after that, they subsided the food prices from other parts of the budget. Later on, using oil revenue to pay for food. Economy is not rational.  Hard to say you are a strong country if you have to import all of your food from abroad. 
· Growing importance of black market: government turned a blind eye for this. People stole from work = office supplies, clothing, etc. Anyone with a skill could earn favors; this was essential to the soviet economy. By the time you get to the collapse of the Soviet Union: 25% of the economy is on the black market and trading. Government cannot meet demand so they let it happen. 
· Dissent Movement 
· Samizdat and Tamizdat: human right activists that were turned into heroes by the western journalists: deep cold war, wanted to believe that people in Russia wanted democracy like the Americans. Samizdat: self-publish manuscript with carbon copy that was replicated and passed around. Manuscripts that were not allowed to come out legally still went out. Tamizdat: published in the West, they couldn’t be published in the Soviet Union, free Europe would read it on the radio, intellectual war going on. 
· Lack of unity; does not offer an alternative set of policies: didn’t have a common program, diverse opinions about what the government should do: some advocate a return to Leninism, derailed because of Stalin, could go back to Leninism norms and create a great society. Some look towards religion, Christian morality, some look for something different all together, rotten at the core. Never actually draft a manifesto like a revolutionary group would, instead they stand back and act as an official opposition. 
· Chronicle of Current Events publicizes human right abuses. Begins 1968: lists any information bout human rights abuses, no editorial comments, editors can put out a sizeable number of issues, exists for years, lists things like recording events when the Soviet government violated its own laws. Issues would be smuggled out to western journalists to cause campaigns and gain attention.
· Punishments: firings, imprisonment (camps and hospitals), internal and external exile: they were deported, government had to deal with them in a new way, don’t shoot them anymore. Fire them from their jobs = no money = they’ll stop misbehaving. Could be charged for not having a job: parasitism = willfully refuse to get a job; could be detained if you didn’t have a job = firing someone is effective. They will counter by sending each other money and circling it but they live in poverty. Hospitals: communism is the best society they are aiming for. Anyone who rejects this idea must be insane: put them in an asylum and medicate them until they agree with their POV. Internal and external exile: sending them somewhere else, internal; got sent to another part of the country where they had no access to former friends and foreigners (westerners). Russia had a closed city network (cities tied to defense): sent there to keep quiet and had no one to talk to. 
· Foreign Policy
· Important of military- standing army with troops all over Eastern Europe: needed to feel important and secure; last generation to have been through war = still afraid of Germany; don’t invest heavily in new fighting industries, instead they keep investing in standing army. Stationed troops in all Eastern Europe countries to act as a buffer zone for the Germans. 
· Need to improve relations with the West as they wanted USSR to act responsibly: US is becoming more moral and worried about power politics, wanted USSR to be practical and responsible. Some kind of relationship begins, in part Moscow starts this because they are afraid of China and Mao. 
· Need to counter any moves from China; constant skirmishing along Amur River: border is not really something either side agrees on. Does not escalate to full scale war, but very worry some. Relations with China deteriorate and USSR will develop stronger ties to India and the US.
· Technology: by building a relationship with the West = knowing what was going on in the world but access to their technology as well; spies but legally as well (agreements where they tie exchange of ideas and technology to peace and responsibility). 
· 1972 SALT (strategic arms limitation treaty): restricts who has nuclear weapons; existing balance legitimized: CHINA. Every country that has nuclear technology agree not to give their technology to countries who are not reliable, stable or predictable. Agree on who has what and they should not build more.
· 1975 Helsinki Accords: borders/technology/human rights/ family reunification; watch groups: USSR goes home thinking they have a great deal; 33 European countries and US and Canada –Soviets wanted Western guarantees that border with Germany and Poland was fixed; after WW2 had shifted and of course soviet had annexed 3 Baltic states. These territorial manoeuvers had never been formally recognized this now they did. Also had a lot of agreements about exchange of technology and visiting the West, right to explore on expeditions, etc. In exchange, the Soviet government agreed to respect human rights, family reunification, etc. Family reunification – allowed more than 300,000 Jewish Russians to petition to leave for Israel. Fictitious relatives created in Israel to get Jews out of Russia and into Israel.  Human rights became a problem: soviet agreed to abide by the rights, dissents tell the world every times they don’t: Helsinki watch organization: to check if the government is violating their treaty.
· 1968 Prague Spring- results in Brezhnev Doctrine: Soviet leaders were not intellectual giants, were confronted in the 1960s with a new generation of leaders in the Eastern European countries, especially Czech. Had well developed countries, very productive area, and a very sought after territory. They should have had a high standard of living; with the regime it declined = change of leadership; Slovak who is moderate: Anton Dubcek: loosing up society; de-Stalinize, admit there is problems, have more opinions in politics, group of young men creating socialism with a human face: Zdanek Mlynar. Gone back to the original Marx documents and spent the entire year telling Moscow that they only wanted domestic reforms, not leaving the Warsaw Pact; soviet leaders will not believe them. Eventually this leads to a Soviet invasion, out of fear, Dubcek will be demoted and sent to a foreign country, replaced by a government leader who is a puppet for Moscow. Brezhnev Doctrine: argues why they invaded: each communist party is responsible to their people and all communist countries. Sovereignty cannot be opposed to the world of socialism, cannot deviate from everyone else’s principles: blueprint that says a communist party cannot decide the fate of their own country, overall communism is more important. Brings fear into every other country that deviated from Moscow; document justified Soviet intervention anywhere they want. 

Thursday, March 24th 2016 
· Cold war
· Soviet gov’t resource allocation is the main theme in the next 2 weeks leading to the collapse of the union.
· Russia having trouble organizing itself, and when it had resources it decided to spend them is very weird ways (such as Olympic teams and sending people to space). The reason for this is that they had to show that their socialism is better than any other capitalist power. 
· These soft power sources were to give them an edge to show their dominance, but these poor resources allocation led to long term effects. 
· Movie: About espionage and stealing info on nuclear weapons. Soviets walk away from old regimes debt, seen as untrustworthy, so what they did was trade delegates. In other words, tour American factories and stuff – thus they were getting info and reverse engineering. Much of the espionage was not on weapons but more for technology and economic life. Even foreigners start helping soviets (only in 60s do they have to pay people to spy when civil rights come into question).  Movie how people saw the Soviet Union before its collapse. Movie glimpse to people’s mindset. Think of how much would it cost for these networks! 
· Follow travelers saw Moscow as their ideological home. More of the spies seem to be not Russia origin such as those stealing information from the west (the west assumed that all soviet Russia citizens were spies, hence the need for west sympathizers).  They thought they were making there lives, and lives of others, much greater!  The great depression allowed for people to have specific views.  Most spies originated from the American communist party from the 30s to the end of the war. 
· Communism was attractive to many scientists, especially to those who saw fascism in the Spanish civil war. 
· Really hard to get soviet information in Russia due to security. One guy even changed sides when he came back. 
· Midst of the cold war, the soviets paid a few people to spy. Illegals are Russians who adopt American accents and passports so the image is they are western but in reality are Russia.






Tuesday, March 29th, 2016 

Soviet Sport

· Sport before the Revolution
· Government was trying to fit sport with social engineering from 1920-30s: sports could play an instrumental role in rebuilding society. Also, resource allocations: government after the death of Stalin, pumps millions in sports as a cold war effort that socialist society was better than capitalist. Feeling among the population = pride. 
· Soviet legacy by 1980’s on the verge of economic collapse = seems strange to have spend this much money on sports instead of food, etc. Sport was highly politicized; nationalism at the forefront. 
· Done by elites- cost of equipment: before the revolution, to play sports you needed money to afford the equipment. Tennis was played by the imperial family. Working class couldn’t afford this equipment, they couldn’t even afford food. Facilities weren’t available for the working class. 
· Soccer only sport with mass following: was always seen as a sport of the working class, didn’t need special shoes, could make a ball, didn’t need equipment, fit very well with aspects of working class cultural life; fighting, drinking, etc. 
· Fandom: relationship between working class and their sports team: embracing their teams, and the whole live and die attitude. 
· Sport on a mass level
· Goals: “healthier” leisure: working class life is an unhealthy one; dirt, poor working conditions, Russia bodies aren’t incredibly healthy; government will set up sports for alternatives to engage in; underlined subtext: healthier person = performed better at work. 
· Sport on the weekend; substitute for church, soviet government attacked church, wanted to make sport fun so people stop going to church. Church is a rival of authority, sports will not fill that, but will fill those hours, people will have a natural inclination to the state. Some sports had military connotation; skills if there was a future conflict.
· 1931 GTO set up: adults, ready for work and defense = goals of this. 
· 1934 BGTO set up for younger children: 12-18 years old, be ready, ready for work and defense; targeting school kids and going through the education system; going through urban more than rural (couldn’t afford equipment). Urban had money for facilities.
· By 1940, Fiz’Kultura movement had 5.3 million members = mass phenomenon. 
· International Competition 
· Boycott the Bourgeois Olympics
· Creation of Spartakiads: working class from various parts of the world and compete against each other.
· Return to Olympics after death of Stalin: pride and want to be seen as important around the world; drain on the budget is enormous. Cultural dynamics of the cold war and the later period of Soviet government. 
· Interest of soviet Leaders
· Prestige and national pride 





Thursday, March 31, 2016
· Soviet Science
· Things associated with the military got priority and did well, but every day technology did not happen = caused significant problems. 
· Science before the end of WWII
· Very difficult to make Marxism work with curriculums, physical sciences don’t match with these ideologies. Pressures in the late 1920s and continue into the 1930s. 
· After 1917, need to convince scientists to stay in the USSR
· How to survive the purges? (5 year plans) 
· 1) be famous enough: or else they would be noticed (disappeared) around the world
· 2) limit critical remarks to publications with very limited domestic circulations: kept quiet, put it in an obscure journal where no one would think to look there or read it.
· 3) do no join the Party: expected to be ideologically active in universities, expected to denounce each other, ripple effect: teacher arrested = looking at every student every taught, and the friends and family of those students.
· Contact with the west more difficult after 1933
· Prior to this, Soviet scientists kept up with these contacts with publishing abroad and attending international conferences = important because the international scope of research is important to move forward. 
· Soviets have that broken, access to foreign research becomes too difficult
· Impact of fear on research
· Scholars who were untouched saw what happened to people who were caught, scientists who have new ideas or find new solutions, they keep quiet because of fear. 
· Science after WWII
· Grouping scientists together- closed research cities like Dnipropetrovsk: giving them the lifestyle of Moscow in a closed city so they would remain happy. Scientists being taken straight from university, offered interesting jobs with good benefits. 
· Degree of Specialization: teaching them what they need to know and nothing more. If they needed atomic scientists, that’s what they were taught, specialization instead of general knowledge.
· 1962 applied sciences removed from Academy of Sciences- split research from development
· Limited contact with ideas from abroad
· “Bigger is better” projects have huge environmental impact ex: BAM, nuclear reactor placement: no interests on loans; massive projects.
· Restrictions on some disciplines ex: genetics (effect on agriculture), cybernetics (effects on computerization): still no contact with research from abroad. Doesn’t make Soviet Union society technologically adept yet. Agriculture system cannot support the society. 







Tuesday, April 5th 2016 

· Propaganda, malaise between the population and its government, hard to recreate hope and optimism. Disgruntle you see is what Gorbechar tries to fight so hard; media; negativity. 
· When people realize they were being lied to, it meant they would stop listening and engaging in the reform process, apathy = government will face this, they will not want to be part of this.
· Legacy of the propaganda that develops in the society union. How do you get a social excitement back? 

Thursday, April 7th 2016 

Gorbachev and the Collapse of the Soviet Union

· Emergence of Gorbachev
· Law background, unusual background – exposed to different ideas. Meets students in a variety of other disciplines in his dormitory, young generation, like many after WW2, went back and read the foundational texts of Leninism and Marxism; trying to see if there is something they could salvage or did society just deviate? Human implementation was the problem.
· Yuri Andropov (1982-84): he attached his wagon to this man; client-mentor relationship, main political players have lower players they can rely on to aid in their bureaucracy. Andropov convinced the West that he was a fundamentally different kind of leader: West fell in love with him. One of us for the west, legacy of the cold war. Andropov was head of secret police, he knew things about the country, no one else did. His initiatives will be adopted by Gorbachev: curve the consumption of alcohol, productive working, etc. 
· Andropov becomes sick, disappears for days at a time, upper echelons of the party have a hard decision to make: old leadership doesn’t believe the young generation is experienced enough to lead, they themselves had no energy or new ideas. 
· Chernenko: longtime friend of Brezhnev: good choice because he would die soon, chose as a bystander for the next year, great place holder, not going to upset anyone or embark in radical changes. Mean time, the young guns will get some deputy positions and get experience 
· Begins during Cherneknko’s leadership (1984-85); Gorbachev begins to assume his duties: He is sick most of the time, Gorbachev steps in and does most of the work for him. He will eventually chair all the meetings and go abroad to represent the Soviet Union. Great Britain: Margaret Thatcher approves of him: ideology isn’t as important, but taking risks is. 
· New kind of leader: style and media; new mentality; prominence of Raisa; tours country: first meeting after becoming leader, he wants to tell everyone he has a big agenda: telling them everything that is wrong, irony; one great thing: solved the nationality problem: reality is within a couple of years, people will be killing each other for nationality problems in hundreds of places in Soviet Union. 
· Begins to act like a Westerner: meets delegations and factory workers and shows relaxed body language. First soviet leader who makes speeches without a prepared text. 
· Looked very different, spoke different, acted different. Saw the world in a different way. First leader who hadn’t fought in WW2: different memory of this conflict. Better education than previous generation who read widely and thought deeply. 
· Prominence his wife occupied was not liked by the Russians: domestically this played badly that she acted like a westerner. Russians weren’t used to seeing the wife of the leader in public. American style team of husband and wife. Touring people and asking people what’s wrong = gaining information and not relying on someone to give you facts and information. 
· First Steps
· Promote new people: Shevardnadze and Yeltsin: spends most of his time playing catch up with problems he wasn’t expecting. Foreign minister Andre Gromyko gets bumped up to position that will not be useful to the leadership. Shevardnadze is polished, represents the Soviet Union abroad, no ties to existing power brokers, no corruption. Yeltsin is head of party structure in Moscow: regional person. 
· 70% of ministers, 50% of republican leaders and 60% of Central committee members changed: getting rid of old people, bringing in newer younger people. Generational shift; they are not shot; they are pushed into retirement in order to bring new ideas. 
· Attack corruption, particularly in Central Asia (target mid level leaders): spirited money away, they had to get rid of these people who lived a certain way. How could they be communist if leaders lived like this? Changing the leadership at the republican level was very sensitive: head of every republic of USSR came from the major ethnic group of that area: Gorbachev doesn’t think of ethnicity, he thinks of people better for the job = problem as this is seen as a form of Russian imperialism: replacing people who led people of the same nationality with Russians. Riots in various places: local population thinks Moscow is trying to control them = tension for shuffling personnel. 
· Reforms without changing the system: quality inspection: make stuff better: no disintegration, better quality of stock: new organization of inspectors to inspect quality of goods and have the right to reject stuff. Sense of anger from workers who get pay cuts from bad quality goods. A lot of pushback: not getting paid well, live well, and now arrangement if they were going to live this way, they could have more of a lenient working life. Now, they feel stuck, and forced to do well. 
· May 1985 revives the idea of an anti-alcohol campaign: worker productivity; prices/hours; tax/revenue; home brew: serious problems with alcohol use: life expectancy for men is 57, full decade less than women (67), tied to alcohol consumption. Restricting alcohol consumption would make people be healthier and more productive at work: 
· goes about it in an aggressive way: 1) increase alcohol prices without rising wages 2) opening hours decrease for alcohol selling stores. What do people do? They start making their own alcohol; knowledge passed down from generation to generation: consequences: 1) no quality control: alcohol poisoning strained hospital network 2) supply of sugar dried up = forced to ration sugar 3) rubber top of baby bottles 
· Tax revenue: formed a significant part of the budget, problems now arise with money government has as they are not bringing in as much money as they used to bring in with alcohol taxes. 





· Foreign Policy Achievements
· Inherits tough situation- need to reduce military spending: old leadership always believed the Germans might come back so they kept spending on military structure: male graduating from high school had to serve 2 years for the military – Russian army was always 4 million men strong, all over Eastern Europe bases. Paying these people, equipment, food, housing is very expensive. Other parts of the worlds are shifting to air power; emphasis on missiles and airplanes then standing armies. 
· Cutting this down = could put it in fixing something else: tries a new kind of diplomacy. 
· Summit diplomacy- real negotiations; arms reductions; concessions: arrive to have a face to face meet and greet: proposals for ideas: instead of saying we will do this if you do that, he was willing to make reductions in Russian nuclear arsenal stuff without expecting the same from other countries: Russians were making genuine concessions. 
· “Our Common European Home”- Victory of communism not inevitable: this meant that the war of capitalist vs communist was stupid, rational adults instead that could work together due to the same continent = don’t need to be in an ideological war all the time. Had someone who came in and was acting responsibly instead of irrationally. Complete reimagining of the USSR and the rest of Europe. Western governments encouraging their technology being sent into the USSR. 
· 1989 withdrawal from Afghanistan: can’t be fixed, shouldn’t send more soldiers, decided to just get out of it. 
· Third World: no longer fund liberations movements in the 3rd world
· 1989 disintegration of Warsaw pact; spurs Soviet nationalities: countries no longer want to be part of the pact or have their affairs controlled by the Soviets: berlin wall comes down, leaders in communist countries. Poland is in Marshall law, solidarity (new party) wins, Russia does not intervene. Pact ends in 1990, doesn’t mean other countries can join NATO, they still wont allow that. 
· He achieved a lot by not using violence: allowing people to live the way they wanted. Changed the entire map of Europe: peacefully.
· Glasnost’ 
· Chernobyl- April 1986; official death toll was 31: Stalinist government would have had the same reaction; lying, no regard for human life, only reason they ever admitted it happened, Swedish government picked up radiation: they needed help, had to admit they had done something wrong. 
· Pushed from 1987-89: limits/process shown in Kotkin excerpt
· Replace editors (Pravda and Kommunist): replacing old writers with old thoughts, they wanted the journalists to write about economic problems he wanted them to write about, but they don’t do this. Letters were sent in by readers as well: Ogonek & Argumenty I fakti: people writing in to tell them about their living conditions, their economic problems, etc.  
· Rehabilitate Stalin’s victims; no criticism of Lenin though: not his intention, but intellectuals bring up the past, they start to rehabilitate some of the old leadership who had been in disgrace for decades. Quiet acknowledgement of past mistakes, no mention of Leninism: has to do with Gorbachev trying to fix Soviet Union, saving Leninism, trying to go back there, saying problem of Stalin was deviating from Lenin. 
· Release dissident’s ex: Sakharov: house arrest prisoner released, he will run for office when political reform brings in new parliamentary structure. New people who can use media in ways that cannot be controlled: presenting new world views.
· How do you limit criticism? Boundaries; nationalities problem: once they get caught lying, their credibility is not there, people won’t believe his reforms, apathy becomes a problem: thinking a new reform will come next week: depression: used to living in a bubble, now every day, bad things are happening. Fast access to bad information
· By 1990 media restrictions back in place: 2-year window is interesting: glasnost’ once month its okay to say one thing, and then one month later it is wrong. Investigative journalists pushing the limits of the communists. 
· Glasnost’ is always coming to newspapers and TV reporting in Caucasus’, central Asia, Balkans, Ukraine, etc. Now, they can show how their countries have been treated; want to be independent: publishing in their languages, their curriculum, be more independent in choosing their way of life: no more controlling by Moscow: publishing work to media to fight for freedom = because he allowed this to happen. 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016
Democratization
· Unwillingness to change Party’s role- multi-candidate elections; Article 6 only given up in February 1990: human beings don’t like change, they like sticking to their old routine. Becomes apparent with the older generation when asked to change the values instilled in them for decades. Gorbachev didn’t want to make too many changes, he wanted to fix Socialism. Freeing up the media, economic reform, there is still a great reluctance in him to change the role of the Party in society. In the soviet constitution, Article 6 guarantees the Party something: only legal party, a guiding/leading role in society (party is more than the party, will influence work place, social activities, all encompassing structure). Moves into democratization his steps are far more timid. 
· New Elections: Before, only one name on the voting ballot, end of the 1980’s; with Glasnost’ different solutions to problems = so they allow multi candidate elections: two people from same party; selected by party to run. No individuals who chose to run themselves, representing different ideologies, this is not full democracy and does not get people excited. 
· Giving up Article 6: Never intended that before 1990, only takes this step in the end, to ensure his political survival among the people of the Soviet Union. This creates open discussion within the people; different ideologies and opinions on different subjects.
· Emergence of open political factions- led to conservative backlash: glasnost opens up fragmentation within the society: some for changes, some against reforms: some media will have conservative will write pieces that fight change: what becomes apparent is that the party itself is splinting: reformers vs people keeping the structure. General public becomes aware that a big size of the party does not support reforms and changes. They become quite vocal in saying that Gorbachev is unfaithful to the communist ideology. 
· Congress of People’s Deputies (March 1989)- Created to counter influence of Party; not fully democratic since 1/3 of deputies were appointed; sessions carried live on TV: solution is to bypass communist party: doesn’t work within the party structure, advocates for the Congress; elections that were more open, some candidates who weren’t vetted by the Party (local communities could decide who would run), unusual people in the congress who will not behave in ways that can be controlled. Congress is not a fully democratic body, instead, it’s a mix of parliament and not; 1/3rd were appointed by communist party, 2/3rd weren’t. This body meets and chooses a president: they pick Gorbachev; this doesn’t mean that he was majorly chosen; he doesn’t have the legitimacy that he was chosen in a free and open election. This undermines his credibility = he is only president chosen by a body. 
· Congress will backfire: 1) no free election 2) TV live broadcasting: dissident people talking about different ideas they believed in (didn’t match the ideas of Gorbachev) this is a body that is not in control, doesn’t look like people are supporting him, but looks like open public opinion instead. This doesn’t make Gorbachev look in control. Do they achieve anything? No- They don’t really pass any legislation, they just work to undermine the communist party, and create open unwanted discussion. 
· Perestroika
· NEP model: merge market efficiency with socialism: large scale industries, banks, etc. would be subject to state plans and in the hands of the state; food supply, services were held on to more loosely to make people happier. Similar to NEP model.
· 1986: encourage co-operatives: people could look to like-minded contacts and create little business on the side; begin to network; show up in places like the food industry; restaurants not run by the state. Tourism; leverage for souvenir shops for tourists. Hard money was important; many deals made in order for people to tap these little markets = enterprising souls doing things like piracy, stealing, etc. = all for hard money. State didn’t punish this anymore = low level cooperative ventures = doesn’t require state run things like loans. But it’s not enough: soviet economy still not moving enough. 
· 1987: sharper wage differentials allowed: paid more if you worked harder and were more productive: better than flat wage = same check for anyone so no one needed to work. Now using greed for money to make people work more. Still not going to be enough = they realized that people could make money elsewhere, underground, or rather do more social activities, etc. 
· 1988: Law on State Enterprises: shows the unexpected consequence: taking away government subsidies; any enterprise that is owned by the state, must make money. What’s the problem? Where is the or what? What is the consequence of not making money? Withdrawal of subsidies meant some enterprises didn’t have money and weren’t making money = letting some of them fail = allowing bankruptcies (creating these laws). What happens to these employees? Parasitism for unemployment = no government structure for work training, unemployment insurance, etc.: what do they do with them, how do they deal with them? Bureaucratic nightmare for these bankruptcy employees. 
· Inflation as price subsidies were removed: wiped out savings; standard of living: becomes a serious problem, the government has no money so it removes price subsidies on public transportation, food, apartment rent, etc. These prices will no longer be low, they will be priced according to production cost, etc. Cost of stuff like bread had not gone up for 20 years, now it will go up: wages aren’t going up for everyone: value of rubles became meaningless = wiped out savings, purchasing power declines, people of fixed incomes (pensions) were living in poverty. Not indexed to inflation, didn’t keep up with rising prices. Old people were income insecure, moving in with relatives, sell belongings to tourists, trying to find other jobs. Standard of living starts to decline and this is a surprise for people.
· National Republics: stop sending tax revenue to Moscow: they decide to keep it and spend it on their population instead, Gorbachev finds his budget is shrinking faster and faster. 
· By the end of 1989: Gorbachev is vacillating between reformers and non-reformers: popular support has been tanking as economic reforms make everyday life more difficult. He bounces between two camps making no one happy, trying to please both, failing at it. Things just get worse. He finally decides that non-reformers (conservatives) he throws his lot in with the reformers instead = market economy shift. 
· 1990: plans to shift to market economy- 5 plans: invited westerners to come; in the end: 5 different plans put forward by different sections within the party, rival plan on how to enter the market. Yeltsin has a plan around him as well, these plans are competing = doesn’t seem like the government knows what they are doing, no one is in charge or competent. Yeltsin idea: aggressive: Soviet Union would go to full American style economy in 500 days = took the Canadian, US and British economy hundreds of years to do so. Economy is just collapsing; people not getting paid, insecurity, standard of living not getting better, savings not meaning anything. 
· The National Question
· Baltics push for independence: Soviet Tanks sent into Lithuania and commandos sent to Latvia: oppressed feeling of resentment, independence bug was present everywhere. These groups began to ask for outright independence. As they declare independence, the Soviet will respond with an economic blockade: imports of food and fuel = pressuring the countries into remaining part of the Soviet Union. This doesn’t work; Soviet Tanks will put down Marshall Law, Commandos brought when they try to broadcast pro-independence campaigns. 
· 1989 conflict in Georgia; 1991 moves towards independence: destalinization and glasnost do not play well in Georgia: he is a national hero there. Shift in personnel; Russians promoted at expense of Georgians = demonstrations = state responds by shooting at them. It too will want independence in the 1990’s.
· National awakenings in Ukraine and Belarus: union treaty needed now: who gets what, autonomy given, education systems, integrated federal things like the army; renegotiation needed. 9 republics agreed to “Talk”. 
· March 1991 referendum- to preserve USSR or not?
· Discussions re: new union treaty- negotiations with 9 republics; concessions: spends summer of 1991 talking to the republican leaders all the time about the new union treaty. Problem: Coup attempt a week before the treaty is supposed to be signed.
· August 1991 Coup
· Yeltsin emerges on national stage- power based in Russian Republic. Elected0 has legitimacy. Encouraged nationalism and signs bilateral treaties with Baltics: wants to jettison parts of the USSR: elected in open election as head of Russian Republican; threatening to Gorbachev; Russian nationalism against Communism: they took everything, etc.  
· Mistake of plotters not arresting Yeltsin: takes this opportunity to say he is the defender of Democracy: Gorbachev is refusing to sign the document he is presenting; they have no leader. 
· August 1991 Gorbachev resigns as head of Party and its assets are frozen; Sept Komsomolsk dissolves itself: how does he move forward politically? Really need to move towards a Parliament, can’t trust the Communist Party. 
· Fall 1991 Russia nationalizes energy resources on its soil: all resources belong to Russia, and the revenue as well; federal structure has no more say on how resources are used; way of controlling everything; Leaves Gorbachev with nothing, no revenue. Yeltsin is getting all the republics to do the same with their resources and leave the state with nothing. 



· [bookmark: _GoBack]Dec 1991 Yeltsin meets leaders of Ukraine and Belarus to form CIS- bypass Gorbachev and USSR: Gorbachev is tired and needs a break: Crimean vacation; telephone lines cut, he is placed under arrest; resigning because of “illness”. Yeltsin is liberating him for public image; party had been so weakened that head positions still didn’t mean you had everyone’s support. Going into the unknown, would take decades to find some kind of solution. 
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