Course Note 2

Contending Approaches. 


Formal-legal analysis (old institutionalism). 
· Studies institutions 
· Old approach, not in use anymore 
· Describes too much and vary narrow because it only studies intuitions 
· NO theoretical analysis

Systems analysis 
· understands politics as a system 
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· Simplified version of reality 
· Circular in nature, but politics is not a loop, doest fully explain politics

Structural-functionalism 
· Understands by functions structures serve
· We have commities to facitate a a service 
· Just as the heart pumps blood to keep a human alive, structure keeps society alive by pumping progress
· What every process, party or policy means in terms of function
· Critics claim that it only questions functions

Political culture 
· Culture has a large effect on politics
· Culture is the crutial variable when I comes to serving people, because everyone has their own individual and cultural needs 
· Different political cultures have different outcomes
· Sometimes political culture over simplifies a culture into a stereotype
· Ex. Religion, tradition
· Has not aged well, due to the inability to define a culture

Political economy 
· States that only economical processes shape/ determines a societies political environment 
· Critics claim: is politics really about economics and that it is too broad and misses several other factors 

Rational choice 
· Rational humans choosing rational choices 
· Looks at individuals decisions 
· Weights cost and benefit to determin the best solution
· Everyone one is rational therefore acts the same 
· Rational choice is a universal and simple approach to politics 
· Critics claim: that it loses the scientific function of politics (lacks culture, personality because both of them causes loss of rational

New institutionalism 
· States that institutions are crutial because they shape society 
· The differences in countries is cause by the lack or exess of institutions 
· Ex. Health care and organized processes
· Calims that society wont explain much about politics 
· Critics claim: Only observes countries with institutions 

Feminism 

· society depends on gender 
· Man earns 1$ while a woman earns 71cents 

Post-modernism

· INSERT INFO
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