HIST2506A
January 26, 2016
Lecture 6

[bookmark: _GoBack]Science, Politics, and Imperialism 

How industrial revolution (IR) changes power relations
· Within states: 
-bourgeoisie dominated
-new working class (in factories): they were exploited but began to organize at end of IR
· Between states (including new states): 
· -second industrial revolution: end 19th century
-Germany and US became big industrial powers  
· Between regions: new imperialism 
-Europeans become overwhelmingly powerful
-84% of the world dominate by Europe (colonization or economically) 
-too powerful to ignore, take control over territories that they previously had influence over 
-British Empire spans the world

New imperialism: colonial expansion, Africa and Asia was basically taken over by European powers during late 19th century 
-exploited raw materials (cotton, rubber, palm oil) used for industrial working
-easier to take over because of railroads (transportation) 

Science and IR
-revolution fueled by technology
-a period in which there was a great faith in science and progress
-great optimism: although working class conditions were bad, there was a belief that things would get better 
-medical science and truth 
-improvements in medicine: medical advances such as pasteurization, immunization, birth control devices: cervical; cap and diaphragm, and better hospitals 
-greater concern for public health
-more worry about terrible working conditions 

Social Darwinism and scientific racism 
· Charles Darwin, On the Origin of the Species, 1859: natural selection, survival of the fittest
-seen as anti-religious 
Perversion of Darwinism: people took his ideas and applied them to people (known as social Darwinism) 
Social Darwinism: believed there was a hierarchy of racism-why Europeans thought they could dominate the world  

· Strengthened by scientific racism: why certain people were thriving and other were not 
-people are different races, and because of that, some thought they were superior to others
-this justifies European colonization and superiority over other states 

· Gender (separate spheres) 
-the way states organized families was a sign of superiority 
-Europe: domesticity was very important in working class (unnatural for women to work outside home) 
-women in authority seemed improper to them
-other places had different ways of dressing: if they didn’t dress as European 19th century women they were seen as not civilized 
-degraded colonial women: European colonial powers came in to “help” women: wanted to save women from their own cultures-whether they wanted it or not 

Gender roles and Empire 
· Male adventure: colonialism started out as a military enterprise for men
-notion that women ruined everything when they came over and became involved in colonialism 
-a place of sexual adventure for these men: engaged in relationship with Indigenous women 
· Escape middle class/bourgeois society 
· Open sexuality
· Concubinage: living together without being married
· Changes late 19th century: British government push for British women to come because they wanted to create a bourgeoisie society 
-sense that women ruined the sense of the male sexual adventure with Indigenous women overseas

Myth of the destructive female 
· Push: opportunities for women to recreate society in the British empire  
· Stricter class and racial boundaries
· Elements of myth: by coming over, the women made everything worse (ruined relationships between British men and colonized people)
-women were more racist then men
-women tried to separate men from indigenous people
-women ruined what had been a harmonious society 
-women blamed for destroying an “open” society 
-British women had to be protected because they were irresistible to colonized men 
-women seen as disruptive to colonial society 

Colonial wives 
· British lifestyle enforced superiority and separation from the colonized people 
· Elaborate rituals 
· Needed to control the behaviour of its members (through gossip, rumours, and public shame)-associated with controlling 
· Racially segregated socializing: women who went over with their husbands had very little contact with indigenous people unless they were working for her in the home

Empire as opportunity 
· Some British women went as domestic servants (working class women) 
-economic opportunity 
· Missionaries: working class women seen as professional for the first time: job was to disturb local practices of colonized state and strengthen the system. Teach ideals to others 
-ambiguous positions, missionary women were sometimes at odds with government: didn’t necessarily have the same goals as the government 
-enforced certain ideals, even though they didn’t live that way themselves: for example, saw separate spheres as ideal even if they weren’t living in a home that had gender roles/spheres 
· Some British women wanted to become doctors
-but there were barriers to women: for example, medical training and  exams to be on the medical register was difficult to access 
-lady doctors for the zenana: women needed to be trained to medically take care of Indian women 
-women missionaries able to work with indigenous people in ways that men couldn’t 
-more opportunities for British women to become doctors if they lived in India 


