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LECTURE 11/12 – WWI (1914-1918)

European Reaction
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Unity within
· End to socialist, feminist demands  not the right time; “let us show ourselves worthy of citizenship”
· People fighting for autonomy were won over by war efforts (e.g. Gandhi)

Gender & War
· Ideas going in…
· Home and front/women and men separate
· Home front will go on
· Men are strong, women are frail (to be challenged by the war)
· War seen as a gender opportunity  war will set things right
· Worry that middle class men were too domestic/sedentary (boys become men)
· Women will realize their natural role
· Images of warfare  the warrior
· Ideal of men proving themselves worthy, hand-to-hand combat, courage
· Decisive victory  became a war of attrition/war of defense (stalemate)
· Importance of technology
· Machine guns  trench warfare
· Reconnaissance plans
· Barbed wire
· *Men and women’s lives different from expectations

Injuries – challenged views of soldiers; what it meant to be a warrior/man
· Psychological trauma – anxiety, facial ticks, etc.
· Charles Myers, 1917, “shell shock” – no visible, physical injury but still trauma
· Repression of trauma was seen as the cause
· 17% of discharged men had war neuroses
· Accusation of cowardice, need to be masculinized

The Homefront – 80% of able aged men called to battle
· Everyone affected – people, poverty
· Changes in economies, states
· Some areas:
· Employment
· Politics
· Fashion
· The state

Employment
· New kind of war economy
· *Coordination and movement of people/resources in a new way
· People didn’t know what to do  thought life would just pause
· Unemployment @ start  women’s employment fell to 30-40%
· No government provisions  temporary, private efforts to help people’s financial status
· Farming  need to bring in crops, but no men to do it
· Eventually, begin to use women – factories for war production
· Working class men called back to factories

Women’s Employment
· *Both perception of change and change
· Variety of motivations – patriotic; aid allowance from their husbands
· Factory work
· Visible occupations – public transport; banking; commerce
· Servant shortage (domestic jobs less lucrative)
· New kind of woman – acceptable for young middle class woman to work, smoke, live alone
· Nursing – young women living away from parents among men; people thought it was a bad idea for women to “see things”

Tensions – in factories over female workers
· Enthusiasm at beginning of war b/c female workers freed up a man to fight  later, every female worker is a death sentence
· Tensions with male workers
· Opportunity for manufacturers – used war as time to streamline; more unskilled workers; pretense to make things faster and cheaper  tried to extract promises that they would go back to the old way
· No solidarity from unions
· Not a lot of agitation from women themselves  didn’t have energy
· Women’s “emancipation”  but in the context of war
· General understanding that women were temporary

Politics – women taking over political positions if man was unavailable
· Men’s business
· Some opportunities for women
· End of suffrage movement
· Women got involved in protests/riots/strikes near end of war

Relationships & Fashion
· Divide between home and front
· Worries about restructuring family
· Inability to communicate
· Questions of fidelity
· If your wife was working, does she need you anymore?
· How is she paying for everything?
· Is some other man paying?
· Not happy if family isn’t doing well; not happy if family is doing well
· Fashion as a marker of change  if you come home and people look different, adds sense of society moving on without you
· Before…
· Corsets – narrow waist; exaggerated bust and hips
· Hats; puffy sleeves
· After…
· Shortage of material – shorter hem lines; fewer lawyers
· No corsets – impractical
· Bra – easier to move around in at work
· Accusations that women were being masculinized
· Pants
· Too masculine or too feminine/frivolous

The State – more intervention
· New role in family and society
· Censorship and propaganda
· Keep populations tranquil and working
· Beginning of the welfare state  family allowances; raising family no longer a private issue; soup kitchens (expectations continued afterward)
· Widespread malnourishment and starvation  women protested the situation
· Eventual opposition, breakdown of unity
· 1917 – fear of disloyalty among soldiers

End of the War
· November 1918 – armistice
· 8/9 million dead on battlefield
· Deaths, physical damage
· Map redone
· Revolution
· Treaty of Versailles @ Paris Peace Conference; League of Nations (new idea of power above states for arbitration)
· War Guilt Clause – Germany has to acknowledge its responsibility for the war; pay damages
· Reasons for ending unclear to population  leaders knew they lacked resources and men; idea that they could have won the war if they kept fighting
· Socialists blamed for the loss (stab in the back myth)  generals had handed power to socialists so that U.S. would accept surrender
· Anger about the way things ended  WWII

Changes
· Women’s suffrage – opposition falls apart
· “Universal female suffrage”
· Worries about population – more women than men; don’t want women to have too much influence
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