Course notes 1

Course Introduction 
Political science was developed after world war two, developed from sociology and humanities.
Very broad study

The sub-fields of political science 

Political Thought 
· asks the big questions 
· What is a just society 
· Fundamental values
· Aristotle 
· Ranking of values (eg. order, equality)
· Think normative – how things should be 
· Weight cultural and gender equality 
· Abstract thought – but literal impact (EX. Values)

Comparative Politics 
· Studies institutions and the study of processes in a country (eg. unification of Germany)
· Domestic politics studies parties, governments, parliaments and policy (china one party system)

Canadian Politics 
· Case of comparative politics 
· Distinct field to understand ourselves
· Why the government formed 
· Themes include 
· Multiculturalism 
· aboriginal politics
· linguistic issues 
· federalism 
International relations 
· was mainly about diplomacy 
· international trade
· global human right/ environment issues 
· very central to understand global politics

Comparative politics looks at the inner factors of the country while international looks at the outer factors of a country 

Public policy and admin: how it’s made and understood


Definitions of politics – no definition but many ideas

1) Collective decision-making (Aristotle) 
· Once you have a group, any decision you make is politics 
· Hints that politics must exist in all situation, can’t live without it 
· General Greek society influenced this thought 
· Always applicable to all political environments, including ancient and modern society
· Extremely universal and visual (applies to all situations and can be seen in real life happening)
· Critics claim it’s too harmonious and that politics is much more of a nasty exchange 

2) Institutions (1950s) 
· Understand politics by political institutions 
· Limits idea of what politics is, based on what the institutions do ONLY
· Excludes society, age, culture est.
· Cannot be applied to societies without or lack of institutions (third world at the time)
· Shows a world without politics, so it is not universal 

3)Distribution 
-Authoritative allocation of values (Easton) 

-Who gets what, when and how ? (Lasswell) 
· modern industrial society 
· Mostly American values

4) Power
· dominant theory of politics 
· Politics is competition for power
· Connected to human nature, by our natural instincts 
· Power is everywhere making politics universal 
· “who has power and who held it”
· Retention of power also drives politics
· Doesn’t completely cover equality but equality could be a distribution of power
· Critics say that politics is complicated and that humans are naturally good (kindness translates into policy)

What is power?

Power: A has power over B if A can get B to do something that B would not otherwise do. 


Power: coercion: forcing B to do something which could involve the use of a threat or punishment if not done. The controlling party (A) must have some sort of legitimacy among the population to have such power. Also a reason is often need before the public complies. Dictatorships have complete coercion 

Ex. If speed limit stays but the fines are removed and the public complies, the government has coercion over the people

Lack of coercion cause loss of power

And/or Authority:
Three sources of authority (Weber): Legal, traditional, charismatic.

· Legal: the government that won, given power through a process or lawful way

· Traditional: things should be done the way they’ve always been done, more leaning towards religious values,

· Charismatic: generally a bad idea from historical precedence, develops from a secession of problems (e.g. Hitler and Nazi Germany), several of them have been good and bad, far too unstable to hold power.

READ: Webbers passage, and read chapter 1-3.
