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RYERSON UNIVERSITY
Department of Sociology
SOC 473 
Classical Social Theory
Section 011
Fall 2011
Tuesday 1:00 to 3:00 pm VIC 205; Wednesday 2:00-3:00 VIC 205


Instructor: Amina Jamal
Office: JOR 310
Office Hours: Wednesday 3-4 or by appointment.
Email: amina.jamal@ryerson.ca

Only Ryerson email accounts will be accepted for communication in this course. All other emails will be deleted unread.

Calendar Description: This course offers a critical overview of the formation of theoretical orientations used within the social sciences. Students will be given a grounding within classical sociological theories, ranging from the micro level to the macro level, and including functionalism, conflict theory, feminism, Marxism, and symbolic interactionism. Students will be introduced to the works of, among others: Burgess, Comte, Cooley, Durkheim, Mannheim, Marx, Merton, Michels, Mills, Park, Parsons, Spencer, and Weber. The emphasis is on thorough analysis and critical evaluation of a few theories, rather than on a short review of many theories.

Prerequisites: SOC 104 or SOC 105 or SOC 107

COURSE GOAL: By the end of the course you should be able to:

· Identify the major contributors to the development of Classical Sociological Theory.
· Discuss the relevance of theory to social life as structured by gender, race, class, sexual identity and other differences.
· Evaluate social theories in terms of their ability to relate to the social conditions in which they are developed. 

REQUIRED TEXTS: Available for purchase in the Ryerson Bookstore.

1.  Edles, Laura Desforth & Appelrouth, Scott. 2010. Sociological Theory in the Classical Era. USA: Pine Forge Press. 

2.Other material from the World wide web.

GRADING:  All grades will be posted on Blackboard.

· Mid-term  =30 %
· Group-based paper 1=20 %
· Group-based paper 2 =20%  
· Final Exam=30 %

Please Read the University’s Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct. Fraudulent or deceptive acts aimed at improving grades or obtaining course credit are considered cheating. Plagiarism is the use of another’s work without proper acknowledgement or an attempt to pass it off as one’s own work. Please read the university's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism. To maintain academic integrity please see:
Academic Integrity Website – www.ryerson.ca/academicintegrity

Student Code of Academic Conduct – See www.ryerson.ca/senate/policies/
Policy 60 - Student Code of Academic Conduct

Classroom Behaviour: In order to achieve the goals of this course and to promote collective learning it is essential to maintain respect for the rights of other students and the instructor to an orderly environment. Differences in viewpoint are encouraged but must be expressed with regard to respect for race, gender, sexual identity, ethnicity and other forms of social difference.  Please also read: www.ryerson.ca/senate/policies/pol61.pdf

Cell phones must be turned off or set on silent. In an EXTREME EMERGENCY, if you must receive a phone call please leave the classroom quietly to do so.

Academic Consideration and Accommodation: Please read carefully the university’s policies available at  www.ryerson.ca/senate/policies/. These policies include 
Policy 134 - Undergraduate Academic Consideration and Appeals; Policy 150 - Accommodation of Student Religious, Aboriginal and Spiritual Observance Obligations.

Examinations: Mid-term and Final Exams in this course will be administered in accordance with the University’s  Examination Policy 135 available at www.ryerson.ca/senate/policies/pol135.pdf: 
 
ASSIGNMENTS

1. November 8: In-class assignment based on group questions from October 18 to November 2. 
a. Please some to Class prepared to answer the six (6) questions discussed on Max Weber and Roger & Me. You will be given any two (2) of these questions to write a 500-word (2 double spaced pages) response to each question. 20 marks.  
2. November 29:  One 1000-word paper on The Color Line due in class November 29. No extensions please! 20 marks.
a. In this paper you are required to explain and explore W.E. B. Dubois’s concept of the Color Line.  Develop a definition and demonstrate solid understanding of the concept using the biographical sketch, intellectual influences and theoretical orientation provided by Edles and Appelrouth as well as Dubois’s essay The Souls of Black Folks.  Offer examples from the text, from contemporary life and from your own experiences to illustrate your points. You may agree or disagree with Dubois’s contention that the color line was the main problem of the 20th century as long as you can offer strong evidence. You may also reflect on whether this is true for the 21st century or not (2000-2011) and for the future.
i. Proper APA style citations
ii. Bibliography
iii. Spell check and proof read.

Assignment Submission Guidelines: Please submit all assignments on the due date. There will be a 0 .5 % reduction in your assignment grade for each day of late submission. All assignments must be submitted by hand to me in class or through the Sociology Department Drop Box. Assignments slipped under my door or emailed without prior permission will not be considered submitted.






SOC 473 FALL 2011

WEEKLY READING LIST

All readings are from Edles and Applerouth 2010 unless otherwise indicated.

· All readings assigned to a class date are to be completed before coming to class.  Lecture will focus on selective material.
· Each class session will begin with group work and discussion of assigned questions as indicated in the document Group Discussions. Please be sure to bring your text book to each class session.
· Group discussions are mandatory and will be the basis for assignments and papers. 
· Group discussions are also considered part of reading review and preparation for exams. There will be no other exam prep.

Please note: reading list may be modified—it is your responsibility to check blackboard.

WEEK 1 September 6, 7.  Sociology and Modern Societies

Introduction to the course –no reading 

WEEK 2. September 13, 14.

Order and Action 
 Edles and Applerouth: 1-16. 
  
WEEK 3: September 20, 21. Karl Marx.
Edles and Applerouth: 17-28; 51-65.
 
WEEK 4. September 27,28.  Marx. 
Edles and Applerouth Alienated Labour 41-51

WEEK 5 October 4, 5. Durkheim.
Edles and Applerouth : 94-102; 103-105; 119-134.

WEEK 6. October 11, 12 MID TERM EXAM 

 WEEK 7. October 18,19. Max Weber.
Edles and Applerouth: 153-162;167-181.

WEEK 8: October 25,26. Max Weber

Edles and Applerouth:  191-201; 201-203.

WEEK 9 November 1,2 
FILM: Roger and Me.

WEEK 10 November 8,9. IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENT BASED ON GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  FROM OCTOBER 18 TO NOVEMBER 2. 

WEEK 11, November 15,16:  W.E.B. Dubois. 
Edles and Applerouth: 325-338; 350-364.

1000 word paper on The Color Line due in class November 29. No extensions please!

WEEK 12 November 22,23 Gendering Theory. Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Edles and Applerouth:  pp. 221-231; 231-241

WEEK 13 November 29, 30: Class, Race and Gender
Find the book “Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl” by Harriet Jacobs on the web. It is easily available but you may try  on following Website:
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com

Read the following chapters:
	· Preface By The Author 
· Introduction By The Editor 
· Childhood 
· The New Master And Mistress 
· The Slaves' New Year's Day 
· The Slave Who Dared To Feel Like A Man 
· The Trials Of Girlhood 
· The Jealous Mistress 
· The Lover 
· What Slaves Are Taught To Think Of The North 



*Final Exam week December 5-17.*



 (
The Faculty Course Survey will be administered between the weeks of November 11-21 (online) and November 21 – December 2, 
2011
(in class
).
)





