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	We all know Canada has always been a nation that welcomed immigrants. For instance, in 2013, Canada landed with 258 619 permanent immigrants according to Canada Immigration(2013). This being said, Canada is no doubt a multicultural nation filled with citizens who speak different languages, have different religious views and etc. Although there are some citizens that like the idea of immigration and also support it, there are unfortunately racists in this country. I chose to compare two articles which demonstrates the effect of racism on a Canadian population: ‘’Is Winnipeg Canada’s most racist city?’’ reported my Micah Luxen and ‘’Dark threats and the normalization of white terror: Aboriginals, Muslims, and South Americans’’ reported by Eric Ristakes. These authors both presented racist events, which happened in Canada, and reached big social media sites like Facebook and Twitter. I was interested in the theme of these articles since I think it’s unbelievable how today, in 2015, in a multicultural nation, there is still racism going on.
As mentioned, there are many different cultures in Canada like Aboriginal, African American, Arab, European, Asian, etc. The events that occurred in Winnipeg demonstrated high racism towards Aboriginal people. In the article, Luxen mentioned another article ‘’Welcome to Winnipeg: Where Canada’s racism problem is at its worst’’ which states that only 13% of the province’s population is very favorable towards the views of Aboriginals. Nancy Macdonald, who’s against Aboriginal people, wrote that article. Macdonald believed that Aboriginal people use what happened in the historical passed to ‘‘suck out more money out of the Canadians’’(2015). There are many other issues involving Aboriginal discrimination in Winnipeg. For example, when the director of the University of Manitoba’s Aboriginal focus programs tried running for mayor in Winnipeg, there were discriminators that wouldn’t even shake his hand and even gave him the middle finger because he was considered an ‘‘Indian’’(Luxen, 2015). Not only are the Aboriginal people blamed for stealing society’s money, but they are also seen as drunk and lazy Indians who are the cause of the social problems in their city(Luxen, 2015). Although there is a lot of racism going on in Winnipeg, there are Winnipeg citizens with different opinions towards Aboriginals. For instance, Nancy Geary, married to a native, quotes ‘‘Countless times I have seen aboriginal people perpetuate these stereotypes which is why the masses believe them to be true!’’(Luxen, 2015). The current mayor, Brian Bowman, spoke out and explained to the city that traditionally, Winnipeg was homeland of an aboriginal nation and it was the Europeans who came and settled in their home. Bowman thinks hatred and racism exits everywhere and that all Canadians are alike. The mayor wants the citizens to shine light in the city of Winnipeg and stop the hate and violence(Luxen, 2015). There were also many comments seen on Facebook regarding different peoples opinions towards these situations in Winnipeg. 
Winnipeg’s racism issue wasn’t the only even that broke out on social media. After the Ottawa shooting at the parliament incident October 22 2014, many people were talking about the lack of judgement towards the shooter’s race. Canadians all over the nation were commenting, throughout Twitter, on what the shooter looked like. Ristakes, author of Dark threats and the normalization of white terror, spoke out in this article about white people’s reaction towards terror and disorder. Ristakes reported a few tweets that appeared on Twitter from journalists who described the suspect having long dark hair appearing to be Aboriginal or even eyewitnesses on CBC claiming that the shooter was wearing an ‘‘Arab type scarf’’(Ristakes, 2014). In the article, David Reevely, who was a writer for the Ottawa Citizen paper tweeted ‘‘Shooter was South American in colour. Hoodie with bandanna. Got into a car.’’(Ristakes, 2014). What Ristakes was demonstrating, with all these facts, was that in the eyewitnesses’ perspectives, the suspect was definitely not white. He pointed out that due to traumatic events in our past, we see selectively with our memory and assume things happen the way we think they happen(Ristakes, 2014). Society discriminates against different cultures when terrorism strikes without even knowing they are being racist(Ristakes, 2014). The author opinionated that Canadians are racist when it comes to terrorism since they automatically assume that he is a Muslim because he is dark and he is wearing a bandana, or he is aboriginal because he has long black hair. He also pointed out that religion has nothing to do with race since you could be white and practice Islam(Ristakes, 2014). This said, ‘‘the shooter became Muslim due to visual racial signifiers, such as skin and culture (the scarf)’’(Ristakes, 2014). For white eyewitnesses, the shooters need to be racialized to bring order and normalization to their every day life. In this quote, ‘‘Whiteness will seek policies and solutions designed to further solidify and normalize its presence. White violence will once again reign under the guise of order and civility.’’ Ristakes explains that the white society uses stereotyping against terrorism just to feel secure and normal. In his opinion, it is our imagination that fills in the details of the crime by blaming the other cultures(2014).  
Both authors, Luxen and Ristakes, refer to white people’s racist acts of stereotyping against Aboriginals, Arabs, etc. For instance, citizens in Winnipeg didn’t want anything to do with the Metis director of the University running for mayor, which is ridiculous since he had as many rights as Brian Bowman. The white citizens blamed Aboriginals for being the source of the problem in the city and stealing their taxed money(Luxen, 2015). This can compare to Ristakes’ point in his article towards white Canadian citizens blaming Muslims, Aboriginals or South American colour people of terrorism during the Ottawa shooting. Also, in both Luxen and Ristakes’ articles, white people globalized Aboriginals of not being normal and good people like them. In other words, because of passed illegal events in which coloured people were guilty, white citizens now assume that Aboriginals were part of the Ottawa shooting or also accused them of being drunks and lazy people that don’t contribute to anything(Luxen, 2015). Which brings me to Ristakes’ point when he mentioned that white eyewitnesses racialized threats to secure and normalize the white society(2014). This is also happening in Winnipeg due to the fact that the white citizens feel threatened by the fact that Aboriginals are ‘‘sucking the money out of Candians’’ so they discriminate against Metis’(Luxen, 2015). This being said, both authors had similar argumentative views when it came to racism in their articles. 
There were many similarities while comparing the two articles but I noticed some differences between the two authors’ ideas. For instance, Ristakes demonstrated more than one opinion in his article towards Aboriginal citizens(2014). Yes there was a lot of racism stated in his article but there were some positive views towards Aboriginals that were mentioned. Firstly, the city Mayor Bowman supported the Aboriginal society by contributing his kind words towards them in his speech. Bowman, seen as the bridge builder, acknowledged the Metis by defending them, which in my opinion must of given them hope(Luxen, 2015). This showed that not all people in Winnipeg are racist. Contrarily, while Ristakes wrote his article, was more close minded since he only focused on the negativity towards the coloured people and made all white Canadians look like racist, closed minded and gullible people. As a white Canadian citizen myself, I agree with some of his arguments. I agree that a lot of people believe that terrorists are mostly Muslims and that some white Canadians judge too quickly when it comes to race because society made it so. I also believe that there are many Canadians who would never judge someone by colour, race or religion. For example, after the Ottawa shooting, Omar Albach created a social experiment and recorded it on video with the help of some student actors. One actor was playing the role of a Muslim waiting for the city bus, and the other actor was playing the role of racist white man who didn’t want to get on the bus because he didn’t feel comfortable with a Muslim(Cotroneo, 2014). During their experiment, there was not one white Canadian who agreed with his racist view. The other people at the bus stop were all defending the Muslim and telling the racist Canadian that he was being ridiculous and unacceptable. This goes to show that Ristakes’ opinion on white citizens towards Arabs, Aboriginals, South American, etc. isn’t completely true. It is only true for some stereotypical Canadians since there are many white people that would defend any other cultures if they were to be insulted or discriminated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	To sum up, racism is everywhere in Canada. It can occur in our everyday life like in Winnipeg’s streets for instance, or during a big terrorist event due to stereotyping and racialization. Both authors proved that white Canadians can be racist and judge too quickly although Luxen was more open minded. Ristakes in my opinion was too closed-minded. Even if he well explained his arguments and the fact that there was lots of racist comments on the internet towards the Aboriginal and Arabic public, it does not mean that there wasn’t any Canadians who thought other wise and fought for those who were affected, like in Albach’s video. I’ve learned a lot while reading Luxen’s article since I wasn’t aware of the big debate going on in Winnipeg. This made me realize how Canada is such a big country and even if I’m not surrounded with racism every day like Winnipeg is, doesn’t me it shouldn’t be an issue for people who live in Ontario. After all, we are all Canadians and we all deserve the same respect no matter the race, gender, age or religion. As mentioned, Canada is a multicultural country. We are lucky to be around people who can sometimes speak 4 different languages or who celebrate different religious events. This being said, we, as Canadians, should use this opportunity to learn how to understand and get to know the other cultures instead of judging and discriminating. 
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