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THE PRINCIPATE: 
Tib. Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus (41-54 AD)
· Emperor Claudius 
· Last Julio Claudian left 
· Caligula’s uncle 
· Might have been made emperor because of some sick joke 
· Cerebral palsy? 
· Deaf in one ear 
· Somewhat lame 
· Romans did not like people with deformities 
· Better than giving power back to the Senate 
· Might have been in the plot to kill Caligula 
· Nobody really liked to listen to him or take him serious because of his deformities
· Still tried to be a good emperor
· Actively involved in Senate 
· Tried to be very cooperative 
· Did not have a way with women 
· Married four times 
· All cheated on him 
· Last wife probably poisoned him 
· Agrippina the Younger (his niece) seduces him 
· From a previous marriage, she already had a child (Nero) 
· Nero is named successor 
· Even before one of his own children from a previous marriage 
· Claudius dies before he can turn around and say that he wanted his son to be emperor (instead of Nero) 
Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus (54-68 AD)
· Sixteen when he came to power in 54 
· He had a good education and did a decent job at being emperor 
· Had mommy issues
· Agrippina was very domineering 
· At first was subtle when telling her to leave him alone 
· Eventually he got very overt with her and said that enough was enough “know your place” 
· Later on for good measure, he had her killed 
· Nero’s wife was apparently baron 
· Divorced her and married his friends wife 
· Stomped her to death when she had her first child 
· Did not get along with aristocrats 
· Constantly shamed himself 
· Did not want to be ruler 
· Plebeians loved him (because he loved the arts)
· Did not pay much attention to the army 
· Army did not know who he was (never met him) 
· When he had the opportunity, he instead he went on tour in Greece (acting in plays and singing) 
· When there were tragedies, he dealt with them fairly well (sometimes badly) 
· Summer of 64, a fire started (around the Palentine) 
· Nero was just South of Rome 
· Took out half of Rome including the Imperial Palace 
· Nero opened up a bunch of Imperial land for refugees 
· Then he set about rebuilding Rome (did a good job of that as well) 
· Built himself a large Golden Palace 
· Did Nero start the fire himself? (to rebuild Rome) 
· Rumours start 
· Image problem, find real culprits responsible for fire 
· “Followers of Christ” are blamed for the fire 
· Persecution of Christians 
· Tied to posts and set them on fire 
· 66 – First Jewish Revolt 
· Nero sends T. Flavius Vespasianus to deal with issue in Judea 
· Late 67 – the people, the Senate, the army (everyone) decide that they can find someone better 
· He is declared an enemy of the state 
· Stripped of his imperium (emperor) 
· When Nero gets back to Italy, and hears what happened, he kills himself (68)
· There are no more Julio-Claudians 
Galba 
· Elevated by the Senate (want him to be emperor) 
· 69 AD – the Year of the Four Emperors 
· Galba 
· Otho 
· Vitellius 
· Vespasian 
· Galba alienates everyone (no one likes him anymore) 
· Otho bribes P.G. to kill Galba 
· Armies decide general (Vitellius) would make a good candidate for emperor 
· Same time when Otho wants Galba killed 
· Vespasian (army names him emperor) 
· Otho commits suicide 
· Vespasian kills Vitellius in battle 
Start of the Vlavian Dynasty (lasts for three emperors) 
· T, Fkavius Caesar Vespasianus Augustus (68-79 AD) 
· Leaves son (Titus) in Judea to continue war 
· First action of emperor: solidify idea of emperor 
· Lex de imperio Vespasiani 
· Takes all the powers that Augustus had claimed for himself and makes it law 
· No question now 
· Anyone who is emperor must take emperator as praenomen 
· Solidifying what an emperor is and what they can do 
· Meanwhile, his son Titus employs good old “we are annoyed with you” tactics 
· 70 – Titus’ army storm Jerusalem 
· Siege this temple and utterly destroyed it 
· Lute the “holy of holies” 
· Causes a lot of problems for Rome later on 
· But revolt is over (73) 
· Otherwise, a fairly decent reign 
· One of the only emperors that can boats of dying of natural causes 
· Left empire to his son, Titus 
Titus (79-81 AD) 
· Relatively good emperor 
· Policy that he do at least one good deed per day 
· Bad times in reign, dealt with them as well as he could 
· Mt. Vesuvius (24th of August, 79, it erupted) 
· Pompeii, Herculaneum, was not unaccustomed to the odd earthquake 
· Things got really bad in morning of 24th 
· Nobody knew what had happened when it erupted 
· Some people did get out of the city, but 200 people stayed 
· As the day progressed, smoke got larger and thicker, started to descend, blotted out the sun, started raining chunks of rock
· Early hours, 25th of August, cloud collapses and races through Pompeii Herculaneum 
· Anyone who is not cooked alive is suffocated on gases 
· Wipes out everyone 
· Ash and mud settles, preserving everything including skeletons 
· Stabiae 
· Bay of Maples gets some of clouds 
· On the beach of Stabiae was navy commander 
· Launched a rescue mission and dies 
· Titus was good with dealing with this situation 
· Reliefs, refugee camps for people who fled 
· Great plague in Compania (More relief and aid, etc.)  
· 80 another fire the ravaged Rome (relief, aid, etc.) 
· He was on top of his job 
· Early 70s, Vespasian started building a large amphitheatre and didn’t get completed until 80 under the reign of Titus 
· Flavian Amphitheatre 
· AKA the Colosseum 

GLADIATORS AND THE COLOSSEUM: 
· Tradition by Etruscans 
· Battles in hour of deceased (at funerals) 
· First gladiator/funeral event around 264 BC 
· Start increasing 
· Start arranging them for banquets 
· But from the first appearance in 264, it is still a couple of hundred years before it is widespread 
· Put on a show in the Forum 
· People want more of this (want a proper venue) 
· Events were not well liked by the Christians 
· Who cares? This is the Roman Empire 
· Christian emperor 
· Legislation banning gladiator events (no one listens)
· 404 AD legislation events that people actually listen to  
· Venatio (venationes)  
· Instead of two gladiators, they fight animals 
· 186 BC 
· Remained extremely popular 
· Didn’t get outlawed till 523 AD 
· Running out of exotic animals 
· 100 days of games when Colosseum was built in 80 AD (average of 80 animals killed/day) 
· Emperor Trajen held 117 games to honour conquest (on average 95 animals were killed a day) 
Ludus: 
· Gladiators were trained here 
· Largest Ludus was Ludus Magna (behind colosseum) 
· Lived and trained here
· Lanista: person who trained them (usually an ex-gladiator) 
· Familia: group of gladiators under his charge 
· Usually slaves 
· Purchased for the purpose of fighting 
· Didn’t usually live past ten fights 
· Condemned criminals as well 
· Potential to get a lot of fame, prestige, money, women, etc. 
· Could have free men volunteering to be gladiators 
· Equestrian and Senators (shameful) 
· Could go on tour 
· Common misconception: gladiatorial events were to the death 
· Not true
· Usually ended with first blood (first person to draw blood is the winner) 
· Sometimes would just put them out of their misery 
· Holds up index finger to surrender 
· Still the opportunity to give a signal to the winning person to kill or release 
Amphitheatres: 
· Harena: ground floor where gladiators fight 
· Refers to sound that would soak up blood 
· Colosseum:
· Could hold 50 000 people 
· Numerous passageways 
· Had statues 
· So structurally sound it was designed to withstand earthquakes 
· Marvelous piece of roman architecture 
· Poor could not take the front seats 
· Front was reserved for aristocrats 
· Cavea ima (front section) 
· Middle section was reserved for people of the upper middle class and middle class (equestrians) 
· Further back you go, less in status 
· Cavea media 
· Lower class people sat in “nose-bleed section) 
· Women had to sit here when they were finally allowed to go to the games 
· Cavea summa 
· Awning at the top (so no one gets burnt or dies of heat stroke) 
· Did not need huge amphitheatres for gladiatorial events 
· State set aside a number of days for games every year 
· Special occasions: two or three months of games 
· Paid for by state (emperor) 
· Could sometimes be organized by rich offices 
· A lot of these games were free 
· When citizens put it together at a small theatre, they could charge admission 
· Colosseum: 
· First thing in the morning: executions 
· Condemnatio de bestias (thrown to the beasts)
· Maybe not even given a weapon 
· Tunica molestas 
· Shirt drenched in flammable fluid, placed on condemned, chased around arena, friction caught them on fire 
· Condemnatio ad gladium 
· Gladius – sword
· Condemned would be thrown in with a sword and fight for your life 
· Might win  
· If make it a year longer, might be free from execution 
· Condemnatio ad ludum 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Guaranteed that if you survived for three years, you won your freedom 
 
