Hegel (Modernity)
Philosophy of Right
· The basis of individual rights lies in property
· Property is an expression of self and an individual’s claim to rights
· “Property is the embodiment of personality”
· “Be a person and respect others as a person”
· The system of private property establishes individuality and personality through contract and exchange
· A contract establishes ownership through institutionalized norms of mutual respect of individual rights and obligations
· For an exchange market to function properly, economic actors must recognize universal standards by which a person can claim to own property
· Concept of individual rights in regards to common will is abstract
· Rights established by private property and exchange are “abstract rights” and engage individuals as abstract, universal subjects
· Morality: the system of mutual recognition and abstract right
· It is an abstract ideal, a vision of good based on mutual recognition of rights
· People are morally motivated through a sense of duty to defend the universal rights of individuals
· Ethical life is a system of norms and mores belonging to a social body, made up of spheres of social interaction and interdependence in which all individuals are embedded
· The set of meanings and practices that guide people in everyday activities whether they are aware or not

* 3 levels of ethical life: family, civil society, institution of the state*

· Individualistic material interests (ex: economic gain) have the potential to destabilize society by polarizing humanity into rich and poor
· This also weakens the expression of the basic social bonds and common culture that hold society together
· Government authority and corporate institutions are necessary to prevent private property and individualist worldview from undermining society
· Government authority – must ensure those without property or work are provided for
· Corporate institutions – give a sense of belonging and connection to the social whole of which people are a part of
· The state is the medium through which individuals come to realize their location in the ethical life of society, as parts of a greater whole
· Modern state evolved as a rational adaptation to structures of modern life
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It integrates the vision of individual freedom and autonomy into an appreciation of common social bonds
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