Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Discourse on the Origin of Inequality
· Rousseau tries to describe all the inequality that exists and which sorts are “natural” compared to “unnatural”
· He does this by looking at man in the state of nature
· A man is animal-like in his state of nature and is driven by two principles: pity and self-preservation
· Man exists without reason or the concept of good and evil, has few needs and is essentially happy
· What separates man from animal is a sense of unrealized perfectibility
· This allows humans to change with time
· Isolated human beings are forced to adapt to their environment and allow themselves to be shaped by it
· Natural disasters  individuals move and have more contact with others  form small societies  new needs formed  men begin to move out of the state of nature  human interaction leads to the developing of language and the development of reason
· Amour proper: negative motivating principle for human actions that drives men to compare themselves to others
· Men seek domination over their fellow human beings as a way of augmenting their own happiness
· Private property is invented through the development of amour proper and more complex human societies
· The labour necessary for human survival is divided among different individuals to provide for the whole
· Division of labour + private property  property owners and non-labourers dominate and exploit the poor
· Resentment from poor  seeking war against the rich to end their unfair domination
· The rich then deceive the poor into joining a political society that promises to grant them the equality they seek, but instead it sanctifies the oppression and makes an unnatural moral inequality which is a permanent future of civil society
· The only inequality among men is what results from differences in physical strength (this is the only inequality that exists within the state of nature)
· Modern societies, with the creation of laws and property, corrupt natural men and create new forms of inequality that are not in accordance with natural law (this should be contested because it is morally wrong)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Social Contract
· “Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains”
· The chains are not found in the state of nature, they are constructions of convention
· Rousseau seeks the basis for a legitimate, political authority where people must give up their natural liberty (two conditions)
· There must be no relationships of particular dependence in the state
· By obeying the laws, an individual only obeys himself
· Rousseau’s social contract:
· People come together for their mutual preservation
· The collective body created by the act of association is the sovereign (supreme authority in the state)
· The sovereign’s interest (general will) always promotes the common good
· The private will of each citizen strives for personal benefit
· The law is an expression of general will and should only make regulations that affect the entire populace
· Goal of legislation is to protect liberty and equality and promote the common good
· The legislator prevents private interests from influencing legislation and aids the populace in weighing short-term benefits against long-term costs
· The 3 main types of government (democracy, aristocracy, monarchy) chosen based on several factors
· Smaller governments have more force than large ones because as population grows it becomes more unruly
· He believes large states should have a monarchy, intermediate states should have an aristocracy, and small states should have a democracy (inverse relationship between size of government and size of population)
· Rousseau asserts that an establishment of government is not a contract
· The sovereign employs the government as a representative of the people in charge of carrying out the general will
· The sovereign can alter the form of government and replace its leaders when they see fit
· According to Rousseau, the government’s interests will always be in conflict with those of the sovereign so holding periodic assemblies is necessary
· When it comes time to convene, people must decide whether they approve of the current form of government and their leaders
· All citizens must fulfill their civic duties while the state exists and follows laws even if it does not support his private interests (staying in accordance with the general will)
· In a healthy state, people share common sentiment and show unanimity in the assemblies
· In a declining state, people place their private interests above the common good and try to manipulate the legislative process
· The sovereign allows for the religious freedoms of its members, but it imposes certain values that are necessary to being a “good” citizen (civil religion)
· Belief in a God and the afterlife
· Universal justice
· Respect for the sanctity of the social contract
*The state has the power to banish from the state anyone who opposes the principles of civil religion*
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