John Locke
Sovereignty is in the hands of the people
His fundamental argument is that people are equal and invested with natural rights in a state of nature in which they live free from outside rule
Within the state of nature, behaviour is governed by natural law and every person has the right to execute the law against someone who wrongs them by infringing on their rights
Take what you need from Earth  trade excess goods (develops a common currency for barter, or money)  gathering of estates around people and their families  exchange of natural rights to enter into society and be protected under common laws
Executive power is necessary for people to protect their property and defend their liberty
Locke’s state has a separate judicial, legislative and executive branch (legislative is most important because it determines the laws that govern civil society)
The government has no sovereignty of its own, it exists solely to serve the people (hence the above statement)
The government can be replaced or overthrown if it does not work in their best interest
Locke believes that in order to protect themselves and their property, people must come together and agree to adhere to certain standards of behaviour (they relinquish some of their natural rights to enter into a social contract) – semi-sociality
By submitting natural freedoms to the common laws of the society, people receive protection from the government
Together the people create the executive power that has authority to enforce laws and punish offenders
We resist a ruler when they become a tyrant
· A ruler becomes tyrannical when they start to work to the advantage of themselves instead of the citizens
Locke’s ideals are linked to the deductive theory of unlimited personal property wholly protected from governmental invention
We are free and equal in the state of nature and no one can take away our property or our will
· Property is when you add your labour to the material of the world and then it is yours
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There must be enough property for everyone or else we impeach on the right of others to acquire property
He favours self-interest and believes this will lead people to form societies and governments
Locke’s social contract puts limits on power (whereas Hobbes social contract puts limits on people)
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