POL2107 – December 8th, 2015
RAWLS
Finishing up from last class:
· Thought experiment to determine the principles of justice so that people cannot disguise their own interests
1. You cannot just benefit yourself because you don’t know where you’ll end up
· Two principles of justice
1. An equal system of liberties: everyone should get as much freedom that is possible so long that everyone gets the same amount of freedom
2. We allow inequality as long as those who are less off are benefited (lifting the bottom end up)
· It allows for inequality only because it’s good for everyone
· There needs to be a real equality of opportunity
· The redress of nature: we want to set up society as to mitigate being born into circumstances of disadvantage (this is the only way we achieve equality of opportunity)

TAYLOR
· Exemplar for all of the humanitarian theory
· Has problems with the liberal approach
· He was about community
· To set up a just state, you need to think about community and culture and shared practices between people
· We are social creature and we have to look into the way that society shapes our values and goals
· Liberals are about freedom and then equality second, best of all equality of freedom; usually about social contract; individuals come together to achieve the goals they want to achieve within the state; the state just provides a framework for the things that individuals want to achieve; the state and how it is operated shapes how we are as human beings
· Humanitarians are opposed to liberalism and critique it
· What we value is dependent on our relations between each other; we also need to value society and try to make it as good as it can be since it makes our goals possible (Liberal theory does not say this)
· Society provides the social condition that makes rights and our capacity to exercise those rights possible
· Liberalists overlook the obligation to sustain the communities to which we owe our existence within society
· Individuals are not self-sufficient and we do not support ourselves; our characteristics are linked to the situations we are a part of
· The notion of reason that grounds our rights is Kantian reason; this makes autonomy possible
· The only reason we have rights is because of autonomy
· The value of right depends on the capacity of reason
· You’re not free if you follow your biological
· The achievement of rationality is civilisation (society has achieved it, not us individually)
· Certain capacities require certain civilisations
· First order desires: random desire (a desire for anything other than a desire)
· Second order desires: rational evaluation of our desire ( a desire for a desire)
· Second-order desires are formed through reflection on first-order desires and are thus expressive of the rational capacity which is characteristic of persons
· For instance, you might have a first order desire to smoke a cigarette; and a second order desire that you desire not to smoke a cigarette. A second order desire might or might not be a desire that its corresponding first order desire be effective
· The more you’re able to imagine other options, the more you are able to choose (when it comes to rational decisions)
· Culture makes you aware of what’s possible and this is what makes you free
· If we care about freedom and supporting its capacities, then we need to value the basis that makes these capacities possible (society for the most part – it could be that society is destroying freedom)
· Culture and the state are intertwined in Taylor’s theory
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Certain activities and forms should flourish within society
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