POL2107 – December 3rd, 2015
MARX
End of last class:
It’s not property in general that Marx wants to get rid of. He wants to get rid of Bourgeois property (property that is used as the means of production)
· This property gives a unique type of power to people
· This makes the exploitation of abstract labour possible
This class:
· There is a deeper revolutionary actor: La Bourgeois
· Capitalism is the revolutionary force because it’s ultimately destructive of itself
· Always wants to get greater efficiency; never ending urge
· It’s this urge that makes it less and less tenable as a system
· Efficiencies will be produced that make certain labour unnecessary
· The goal is to have no workers because then you save money since there are no wages (ex: self-checkout – reduces the labour force of the grocery store)
· The modes of production end up putting people on top so if these change then so do the people on top
· Capitalism is necessary, but the Bourgeois will create the cultural change that makes this system obsolete
· Marx doesn’t say much about communist society because it is the future and the future is hard to tell what kind of changes and cultures will be
· The state withers away because we do not need it – which leads to a form of Libertarianism
· People should be able to work by themselves and make profit and use their own profit
· The owners are stealing the labour value of people who are actually doing the job
· If Marxism had worked in Russia it would have disproved Marx since Russia was not an advanced industrialized country and Marx said that reaching advanced capitalism was a must for a country
· Society makes us power/status hungry
· We will choose a life that is not as materialistically great if it allows us to be of a higher status than others
· American Dream: if you work hard, you will make it and become powerful
· That hard work probably won’t get you to the top 
· If you took away this belief, then productivity would decline
RAWLS
· He produces the modern version of social contract liberalism
· Influential theory
· Very Kantian 
· He believes that there are principles of justice that all rational individuals would agree too
· The principles can be determined by performing a thought experiment (The Original Position)
· The Original Position
· Imagine setting up a state where no one knows in the complete sense where they would end up in this state (sort of blank state of the human being) – Veil of Ignorance
· The individuals will debate what their society will be like
· This forces you to try and come up with principles of justice that aren’t just trying to advantage yourself – you never know where you might end up so we need to try and benefit everyone in these principles
· We end up producing truly just principles in this case
· Justice = fairness in this sense
· Characteristics of the people within The Original Position
· The characters must all be equal in their contribution to the debate
· They are all rational
· They are more knowledgeable than a normal human would be
· They try to secure the exercise of two essential moral powers:
· Moral autonomy counts
· Moral capacity to determine the good life, but as well justice
· Freedom is fundamental
· Any principle has to be compatible with our autonomy and moral powers
· People would care about their autonomy (Rawls does not want a totalitarian society)
· This is a type of social contract that determines first principles that everything else must fit with, this doesn’t determine the details of government
The two principles
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Each person is to have an equal right for the most extensive system of liberties compatible with a similar liberty for others
2. Social and economic equalities are to be arranged so that they are one of two things:
a. Benefit of the least advantaged
b. Attached to offices and positions open to all under fair conditions of opportunity
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