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Llana Carrol writes about the problem she faced when teaching literature from a feminist approach. When Carrol first taught her course on existentialist literature she discovered her feminist agenda was an issue while studying Marguerite Duras’s, The Ravishing of Lol Stein. Carrol found that the main character Lol Stein was a less than inspiring female character and was worried her students would dismiss the novel as being sexist. As a result Carrol focused on portraying the negative female in a positive light. Carrol taught her feminist reading of the text by focusing on a Freudian criticism to explain Lol’s unhealthy characteristics and persuade her class that these characteristics were actually empowering. However, Carrol found that by teaching a Freudian reading of the text she missed discussing the greater existential themes of the book, which was the point of the course. Carrol was so focused on portraying Lol as a positive female character and possibly as a feminist she hindered her students in reading the text in multiple beneficial ways (Carrol 156). Carrol realized her feminist approach had ultimately hindered her teaching of the text while reading her students response papers to the novel. In conclusion Carrol states, “Students are capable of their own thoughts, and sometimes it is the most difficult texts, the less-than-positive portraits of women, for example, that force them to do some of their best, most complex thinking about gender and sexuality.” (158). 
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