Crim Lecture 2 post midterm – March 8th 
Neoclassical criminology continued – 
Target hardening 
· Reinforcing defence mechanisms of communities 
· Making it harder for people to hide 
· Cutting bushes as a way to fight crime 
· These strategies have been said to have a displacement effect – make crime happen elsewhere, what is prevented and what is displaced?
· Increasing the victimization of people who are already marginalized – the poor – displaces crime onto poor people
· The assumption is that crime cannot be eliminated, it has to be dealt with
Routine activity theory 
· Cohen and Felson
· Crime continued to rise in a period of economic growth 
· Critiques the idea that there are more crimes because there are more young people and more economic prosperity 
· People change their routines and their behaviours, this allows more opportunities to commit crime – if both parents are out at work this gives more chances for someone to break in during the day – this is the idea of more economic growth because the woman is going into the workplace instead of staying home
· More of a critique of all of us rather than a critique of law 
· Increase in valuable goods increased crime opportunities 
· It is not about understanding the motivation of crime it is understanding why people do crime
· VIVA – the idea that the thing you want to take is not going to fight back, it is easy to put it in your pocket and take it, is it visible?
· Value – Inertia – Visibility – Accessibility – discussed in textbook
Critiques of neoclassical criminology 
· Opportunities cannot be resisted – if there is an opportunity there will be a crime
· Criminogenic situations – situations that breed crime – the assumption is that the actor will always be motivated by self interest 
· There are many types of criminalized behaviour that this perspective cannot explain- rich people stealing things they can easily afford
· Self-interest and rational reason are key for understanding human behaviour
· Increasing victimization on people who cannot afford to pay to protect themselves – displacement 
· The more resources you have the more you can be protected 
· Is it a problem to have more surveillance in society?


Week 8 slideshow 
Etiological criminology: Body and Psyche
· Trying to explain crime 
· Crime is a symptom of either society or in the body of the individual 
Biological theories 
Criminal anthropology 
· The study of the criminal man 
· Positivist criminology – distinguishing the difference between the body of the criminal and the non-criminal 
· Establish a domain of truth that could not be contested 
· Studying the nature of criminal man 
· The requirement to predict rather than understand 
· Lombroso said by looking at a persons’ body you can see if they are a criminal or not 
· Science is telling the law how we should punish
Physiognomy 
· First attempt to connect what is visible outside the body with what is invisible inside the body
· Studying faces is believed to connect us with the animal kingdom 
· We can figure out what is going on inside individuals just by looking at their physiognomy 
Phrenology 
· Gall and Spurzhheim – fathers of phrenology 
· Believed that the shape and size of the skull reflect the organs on the inside 
· By touching the skull you can see what organs the person has and by touching the skull you can measure the size of destructiveness in individuals 
· The moral faculties are at the top i.e. moral reasoning and the animalistic faculties are at the bottom
· George Comb says we can use phrenology to see if a person is criminally responsible, can be cured or if they should be admitted to a psychological ward
· There are some bodies that are equipped with a program for violence, because of biological factors 
Lombroso’s criminal anthropology 
· Discusses the idea that criminals are just savages born in the wrong time – they are evolutionary throwbacks 
· Should we support and allow the reproduction of the weak members of society 
Lombroso’s criminal man
· Craniometry – studying the head 
· Lombroso did not create the idea of the born criminal but he promoted it 
· Study the criminal not the crime – even in the absence of crime you can study the criminal 
· If the born criminal has a significantly different body you can easily measure if they are a born criminal
· The born criminal and the insane criminal are criminals because of the bodies they are given
· The occasional criminal is a criminal because of their environment i.e. the idea of an abortion being a criminal act
· Criminaloid – someone who looks like a criminal 
· Habitual criminal – a product of a criminal environment 
· Criminal of passion – no predisposition of crime – someone finds their partner in bed with someone else and kills them both
· Criminal woman – more savage than the man and more violent 
Constitutional theories 
· Goring – studied criminals in incarceration 
· These researchers see crime as a cancer
· Some humans are inferior and a danger to the human stock – Sheldon 
· Sheldon tries to connect human body types with personality
· Endomorphy – an individual that is governed by their gut, into luxuries and controlled by their stomach
· Mesomorphy – more sturdy individual, active
· Ectomorphy – governed by the head, more sensitive 
· A criminal is mostly a 5.6, sturdy, a mesomorph
· The task of science is to engineer the perfect individual 
· Connecting kids body types to delinquency – Glueck
· The idea that you are able to predict delinquency at the age of 6
Eugenics 
· The idea of disposing of people who are weaker in order to create the perfect race, people who are smarter, faster and stronger. 
· Disposing of people who show signs of mental illness, people who are suffering from problems that make them disposable and not worthy of being in the “good stock”
· People are killed or forcibly sterilized to ensure that they do not reproduce 
· Limiting immigration 
Stupidity theories 
· Having a low IQ makes you a criminal 
· The idea that crime is transmitted and some families have bad blood 
· Goddards study – a man has a normal wife and normal kids and then he cheats on his wife with a feeble minded girl and has degenerate feeble minded children
· Custodial democracy *exam** the idea that some people are too stupid to be involved in democracy, remove these people from circulation i.e. criminals 
Contemporary Biocriminology 
· Looking inside the body to assess criminality
· Measuring resting heart rate to see if someone will reoffend 
· Biosocial criminology 
· Criminals have a particular body type/nervous system that make them bad learners, they are simply organisms that do not learn easily 
· There must be a large punishment in order for them to learn because of the way their systems work
· Interpreting human behaviour through the interaction between nature and nurture 
· Biology interacting with society 
· Extroversion – aggressive, dominant, sensation seeking
· Neurotic – oversensitive, overreacting, anxious, phobic 
· ANS – autonomic nervous system
Acquired biological abnormalities 
· Crime is explained by something that is acquired or an accident 
· Phineas Gage – railroad spike in his head turned him into an angry aggressive person
· The guy who did a school shooting and in the autopsy it was revealed he had a brain tumor
· A lot of poor communities use lead paint, a good way to prevent crime in poor communities is to stop using lead paint
· A good way to limit violence in prisons is to have prisoners eat sardines 
· Pregnant women should eat well in order to prevent a creation of a criminal 
Neurochemical theories 
· Chemical transmitters in the brain 
· Schapp and Smith – 1720
· Leo Stanley – tried to prove that criminals had a problem with their hormones, collected the testicles of executed criminals and implanted them into other criminals to try and change their hormones, ran out of executed criminals and began using Rams testicles and purred them to inject them into criminals 
· The idea that problematic behaviour is a problem in the brain 
· Serotonin – the chemical that controls your emotions and how you react 
· Dopamine – pleasure chemicals 
· Crime as a form of self-medication, positively alters the biochemistry 
· The idea of the addiction to crime 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Neurophysiological theories – trying to distinguish the criminal from the non-criminal by looking at the brain structure 
