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Jan 25

After revolution  Against Empire
How do we not turn into British Empire
Will the US build an overseas empire
Acquire pacific Islands, Alaska
Accelerating Economy 
Business interests push for foreign trade
Trade expansion, military interventions
Spanish American War – 1898
US intervenes in the Pacific

William McKinley Elected President 1896
Wants to help US control world markets
No need for war or colonies
Some colleagues believed this was necessary

Imperial Cometition
African Scramble 1870s-1880s
China looks ideal to US
Duke  new tobacco company for China
China becomes largest overseas buyer of US oil
Japan Invades China
Europeans move in and capture territory
The US would not stay out of this competition
Spain was having difficulty keeping their colonies
US wants Cuba + the Philippines
Cuba: Verge of independence
Philippines Route to china
US sends ships to help with revolution
Ship destroyed by Spanish
Reason for intervention

War declared – Spring 1898
US wins decicive naval victories in battles against Spain in both The Philippines and Cuba

Many Americans oppose Expansion
Diverse leaders
Argue: Philippines sought help but we reject it they should govern themselves
Imperialism takes away tax dollars

White Supremisists worried too many Phillipinos would come to the states
Treaty: -Ban Immigration
Phillippines outside tariff barriers
Promise self government
Objections from the colonized
Philippines already has a strong resistance movement
Assembly formed, Constitution issued
Use guerrilla strategy against the states
4000 troops killed
War crimes by US 
Racial Ideology plays a huge role
1901 Aguinaldo captured
Forced to issue a proclamation of surrender
Fighting continues for 1 year
Roosevelt declares the war over in 1902
Lesson: Colonization requires bloodshed
Resistance
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Feb 6

US Global Power and the Question of Neutrality
US traditionally remains aloof of European disputes
Brewing storm threatens to drag in US
Wilson announces a position of neutrality 
Appeal to Americans to be neutral in their thoughts and speech – lofty call to restraint -> cool passions of immigrant groups  
Impossible to maintain neutral trade policy because of academic entanglement
German victory could be a disaster  Would be less cooperative with US then British  German interests in South America
Economics increasingly undercuts neutrality  England and France double their imports from the States each year
Loans to allied powers are larger than those to axis powers
Formally stays out of the conflict until the final year of the war
The Drift Towards War
Lusitania sunk by germans  US start to consider campaign of intervention
Spring 1917 – US goes to war
Germany has violated freedom of the seas
Treaty conference following war will be very important to the US as a new important global power
We need to help dictate the course of global peace
“A war to make the world safe for democracy”
Economic aspect of the war (implicit)
Corporate interests – JP Morgan – purchasing agent ship goods to allies
US loans to allies in 1917 – 2.5 billion
Victory means becoming the worlds leading creditor
Loss – economic problems

Wilson’s Fourteen Points
US objectives for the war
Claim to offer a new basis for world peace
Peace of limited gains for nations
Open world after the war – covenants between nations openly arrived at – secret relationships precipitated this war
6-13 self determination for different nationalities
14: Proposal for a league of nations – the way we do the rest of the points
European powers do not necessarily agree with this 
They have plans for German territory they intend to acquire

A New International Framework: The League of Nations
Massive losses in Europe
Minimal losses for Americans
Vastly different war experience
Europeans believed that United States had got their seat at the peace table at a discount    
Wilson’s vision for a non-punitive peace treaty was undermined by the allies
Accept league of Nations so that they could get what they wanted
War guilt clause
Reparations
Wilson believed this would give Germany reason to take revenge

The Anti-War Movements
Large movement in the US  Continuation of anti-imperial movement of a decade before
Composed of prominent reformers and progressives 
Business was usually supported the war
Ford seas involvement as detrimental to US world prospects
US should remake the world using the private relm of markets and not through State force.
Loses out when US turns to propaganda to ensure national unity behind war effort
Suppress anti-war speech  Trumpet ideals 

The Fight over the League of Nations
Treaty of Versailles
Don’t want to limit US sovereignty in foreign affairs because of association with League of Nations
US refuses to join league of Nations
Becomes ineffectual
Non-legitimate without US
No Authority

Can’t accept peace the constrains unilateral action
Free trade would create peace
 Some still want international laws and peace treaties – end to imperialism
Reformist ideas did not seem far fetched in the 1920s
Defence production was not yet the most important economic concern
The war boosts the US to the place of the most important industrial economy
Wall Street replaces London as the worlds financial center
Spirit of international cooperation 
League of nations fails but ideas of cooperation are fosters
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Labour Unions
Made by immigrants after WWI
Government intervention, vigilantism, Americanization 

Wilson Sold War to Resistant US public
Official and unofficial campaign to silence dissent
One of the worst civil liberties records
Extended war measures beyond allotted period
Particularly focused against immigrants and labour groups
Committee on public information
Pamphlets and propaganda films
Demonize Germans – spy on your neighbours
American defence society – encourages vigilantism against suspected enemies
Change german names in the US
Nebraska, Berlin
Ban teaching Germnan
Sauerkraut=liberty cabbage
Shaded into a broad attack on immigrant groups and socialists
Espionage act
Forbade “false statements” opposing draft, war etc…
Sedition act
Unlawful to use “disloyal profane scurrilous or abusive language against the government the flag or the war”
Frames all criticism as treason
Many prosecuted more silenced
Specifically target groups like IWW and socialist party
1918 Debs socialist party leader: right to freedom of speech and criticism
Prosecuted went to prison for 4 years
Raid IWW meetings, army puts down strikes
By the end of the war nmost of the union’s leaders are in jail
Americanization and the Melting Pot
Eliminate cultural ties by rapid Americanization
Immigrants associated with democratic party
Seen as undermining political culture
Dual nationalities tear the nation apart
Companies offer Americanization and English programs
Not everyone thinks cultural destruction was necessary
Cultural pluralism – minority especially during the war
Wartime oppression shaded into the Post-war Red Scare
Govt harasses private citizens
Diminish radicalism, suppress free speech
Great fear of General revolution
Immigrants and labour groups
Russian revolution scares US govts
People search for “pro-bolsheviks”
After war Germans become desire able again
Large, wide strike wave
Industries had been encouraged to negotiate with unions
Employers rescind benefits
IWW – brings immigrants into strike wave
Unionism becomes immigrant led
Labour activism = soviet terrorism
Immigrant = agitator
Strikers labelled as dangerous aliens
Supreme court decisions make union activities illegal
Hoover named to head radical division of department of justice
Wave of jailings
1920 – climax
Palmer raids arrest communist groups anarchist groups
33 cities – no warrents – broke in
Jailed, denied council
More than 600 immigrants deported
Responsive movement for civil liberties
Calls for peacetime sedition act
Congress turns against him
Saco and Menzetti 


Revival of the Ku Klux Klan
Explosive growth at the end of WWI
Popularity of the film Birth of a Nation
New version borrows from the old clan
Racist hatred of African Americans
Target Jews, Roman Catholics and all Immigrants/
Rallied against changes: condemn big business
Traditional focus on moral intimidation
Some want to go mainstream
Advertise
Gains mainstream membership in whole country
3-5 million secret members
Many politicians sympathize or fear them
Influential throughout 1910s-1920s
End of 1920s – decline 50 000 members eventually fades away
Compelling to those afraid of changes from industrialization

We should reduce immigration
Easier to Americanize (progressives)
Mechanize (Businesses)
Quota act
1924 – Immigration act – low quotas for eastern and southern Europe from 1890 census
No longer feels overwhelming
No more hysteria – more immigrants to urban north
African Americans as well
Threaten urban landscape
Worker shortage 
Turn to south where Blacks lived
Recruiters bring them North
Lynching’s intimidation and Jim Crowe 
Reason to leave
Great Migration
Bottom of pay scale – wages still 70% higher than home
Housing scarce – overcrowded districts wedged between industrial zones and white neighbourhoods
Keep Blacks out of neighbourhoods
Discrimination – bring down prices
Violence – bombings
Immigrants are white enough for white neighbourhoods 
Henry Ford
Assembly line process
Fordism
Corporate progressive mentality
Efficiency
Improve human condition
Sociology department
Discouraged by his attempts to Americanize immigrants
Runs newspaper
Conspiracy theories
Embarrassment later
Industrialists had always pushed for increased immigration 
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Feb 8

US seems isolated
Superficial – from European affairs
Not from affairs in the Western Hemisphere

2 Forms of Interventions
Economic (Open door policy, dollar diplomacy)
Military and Political interventions throughout Caribbean and Central America

Open Door Policy
Open Door Note – Sent to Japan, Germany, Russia, France 
Trade relations with China
Don’t interfere with legal and territorial sovereignty – allow free access to trading ports
World Powers should be able to trade freely in China
Face argues against colonisations
Not altruistic – maintain US access
Despite Philippines US has far less leverage in Asia 
Does not want to employ military force
Policy becomes a cornerstone of US diplomacy
Has always demanded equal access to markets
Becomes instrument by which the US could pry open markets and dominate them instead of having them be monopolized by Colonial powers
3 Tenants:
Domestic well being requires exports (trade)
US needs to intervene in foreign trade or it would be interrupted
The closing of an area to American ideas threatens the United States (markets and values intertwined)

Big Stick diplomacy
Latin America (Roosevelt)
US can enforce openness with military action
Speak softly and carry a big stick – quiet diplomacy with threat of military force
Inequality could create unrest abroad – exert influence through proper policing (for those who don’t cooperate)
Roosevelt was committed to Anglo-Saxon ideology
Superiority best expressed through war
Duty to people living in Barbarism
Frames force as a last resort

Top Roosevelt Initiative 
Construct inter-oceanic canal
Trade hub
Naval Power for Atlantic, Pacific
Roosevelt does not want to involve Europeans
No canal is better than a canal we cannot control
Despite stated aim of promoting commerce
Clear that this is about consolidating US interest
Investors collaborate with Policy makers
Designed as US military colony
Take Panama from Columbia
Columbia rejects treaty
Organize revolution to succeed the strip of land
US vessels back movement
Construction begins in 1904 finished in 1914
No longer need to go around Cape Horn
First important test of big stick diplomacy
Tried to pursue treaty
Use treat of force to achieve US ends

The Roosevelt Corollary and U.S. Military Occupations
Longstanding desire to keep Europeans out of the Western Hemisphere
Roosevelt wants international police force – US can intervene wherever
Creates basis for series of interventions
Action in Dominican republic 1912
Taken under financial receivership
Occupied by marines
Take control of customs
Civilize the Dominican republic
Provokes nationalist response
President assassinated by rebels
US brings in troops to supervise elections
Resistance movement gets stronger
US navy takes over
Dollar diplomacy and turn from interventionism
Marines and navy are heavy handed and unpopular 
Taft argues countries should be able to pursue their own destinies
US policy should create more stability and promote commercial interests
We can use investments to achieve policy ends
Set up consortium of private US investors to build a railway in China – supports US aims of opening up China
After the war the US moves away from armed interference
Uses economic penetration political subversion 
Support dictators in Latin America
Trade and Investments in Latin America reaches a boom
1.26 mill to 3.52 billion
Electric power railroads minerals oil and fruit
Standard oil operates in 8 countries throughout Latin America
Force Caribbean nations to get consent from US before taking on foreign capital
US locks Cuba into monoculture sugar economy
Corporations backing revolutionary coups
Populations are resentful of US domination
Good for rich people bad for poor
US as new Rome
Annex wealth rather than territory
Creating an empire that doesn’t feel like an empire

Making Order, Making Dictators
Five years after troops leave Dominican
Rafael Trujillo is elected and stays propped up by US for years
Precludes military intervention
Uses torture murder political subterfuge, corruption
Leaves office with 800 million dollars
City bank becomes depository of Dominican revenues
Roosevelt: Trujillo is an SOB but he’s our SOB
Samosa
US allowed to maintain naval bases etc…
US can also support home-grown leaders who are pro-American
Ideology: US is not involved

Conclusion
2 Legacies :
Isolationism
Interventionism
Failure of League of Nations
Alongside list of interventions
International approach and Isolated approach
Becomes international power while remaining aloof of European politics
Pax-Americana
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Midterm
Part 1 405
Identifications 40&
4 min each answer
Describe 5 of 10 persons, events, concepts (brief paragraph)
Historical significance
Part 2
Short essay (30 min)
[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_9][bookmark: _WNTabType_9]Confrence Feb 17	12-02-06 1:38 PM
Pick one out of 2 topics 

The Maturation of the US industrial Economy
Era of mass production
Electric power, machines
Programs of scientific management
Fordist techniques
Jobs lost to efficiency
More white collar workers
New middle class of managers
Beginning of evolution to a post industrial economy based on service

The Retreat of Organized Labour
Beginning of 20s – active persecution (Red Scare)
Workers become less organized while corporations become more so
Don’t address new sector of middle management and service industry
Unable to organize in face of mass production 
Economic prosperity
Higher wages – why unionized
Satisfy workers – discourage unionization
Health Care, baseball teams etc…
Company endorsed unions
Lobby to decrease union power
Supreme court makes it easier to grant injunctions to stop strikes – allow businesses to sue unions for damages
Employees sign contracts stating they wont join unions
AFL
Distant from women, socialists
Not aggressive
Resistant to African American workers
Racism 
No challenge to changes in industrial capitalism
Number of strikes drops

The Business of America is Business
Republicans come to power
“return to normalcy”
Non-progressive
More then a decade of republican domination
Harding – normalcy
Coolidge – strike crusher
Politics of supporting individual freedom
Serves corporate agenda
Fortunes of America = fortunes of business

The Retreat from Progressivism
Cut taxes
Able to reduce taxes and debt
Commitment to minimal government
Lax enforcement of progressive legislation
Reduce govt size and regulatory burden on businesses
Creates increased speculation in stock market
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Unemployment rises to 4 million
People assumed this was a normal economic downturn
1931 – downward slide accelerates more
by 1933 15 million unemployed
1932 – steel industry working at 12% of capacity
fewer miles of railroad track laid than any year since civil war
Economy fell off a cliff


The slide into depression
1920s – massive corporate growth
Hoover promised permanence
Built more mines machines and factories than could be sustained
Real Estate
More space than could actually be rented
Many unoccupied buildings after crash
To build offices many companies had gone heavily into debt
Markets for new consumer items become saturated
Investors were reluctant to put money into industries with shrinking returns – turn to speculative investments
Stock market – allowed to buy on margin – problematic when prices drop – bubble bursts – confidence shattered
Absence of labour movement - under consumption
New tax policies had shifted tax burden to bottom 40%

Hoover’s initial response: Voluntary business coordination
Downplay crash and slide
Early optimism
Oppose strong government response – federal regulation of economy
Hoover is famous for emergency relief
Party ideology concerned with rolling back progressivism
Hoover is good at using business and engineering skills to solve social problems
Complex societies require planning and coordination
Govt should gather info and encourage cooperation among businesses
Companies are more concerned with bottom line than recovery
Low wages, laid off employees

Limitation of Meagre federal action
Poverty relief largely provided by local govts and private charities
As the crisis worsened Hoover remains committed to not helping people who are out of a job
Try to stimulate economy
Relief is a local responsibility
Bonus Army
Composed of groups of veterans who wanted a bonus for their service in WWI
Veterans want to be paid early (supposed to be paid out in 1945)
Army removes marchers – brutality
Idea of cooperative corporate state 
Hoover is associated with 1920’s affluence
Comes to be identified with the callousness of the wealthy business class – unwilling to take dramatic action in the face of a catastrophe

Early Popular response to the depression
Resurgence of popular movements
Left wing institutions rise in prominence
Communist party takes an active role in organizing jobless
Network of unemployment councils
Worried that discontent might lead to revolution

Roosevelt’s Election: A Vague repudiation of Hoover
Hoover tries to defend his record of minimal intervention
Roosevelt vaguely pledges a new deal
Didn’t offer a lot of specifics
Focuses on criticizing Hoover
Wins massively
What makes Roosevelt come to be identified as the leader of a popular agenda aimed at helping impoverished Americans
Because of worsening economic conditions (Between election and inauguration) – pushed into taking more dramatic action
Economy had slid to its lowest point so far
Wave of bank failures
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Deficit Spending
Welfare policies
2 eras plus 3rd in WWII

1st New deal

Unprecedented peace-time crisis effort
Programs to solve depression caused problems in economy
Brain trust proposed program ideas – widely ranging and specifically targeted – no clear ideological position more about trying different ideas 
Congress passes a flood of relief legislation and tries to strengthen govt regulation of economy
“Alphabet soup” of agencies
Solvent banks are reopened after the withdrawal with runs on banks
Clear out troubled banks
Laws to ensure stability
Trust in banks is looking up
Glass-Stegal banking act  
Federal deposit insurance corporation
Programs of the first new deal
Targets young adults
National system of crop controls – subsidies 
NIRA bring together industries
Few strong unions
Smaller businesses shut out
Interests of big business not necessarily that of US economy
Federal protection of Labor – “unions are patriotic”
Unions launch new organizing drives
Number of strikes increases sharply
Mine-workers union reverses balance of power
Achieves many long-time goals
1934 – unions exploding
Critics of the New deal
Labour – FDR is half-hearted
Huey Long – proposed wealth redistribution – not socialist – high taxes for rich guaranteed minimum income
Criticism focussed on NIRA – ineffective in generating recovery
NIRA deemed unconstitutional by Supreme Court
Supreme Court is hostile to new deal

2nd Wave of Legislation while he still has support of congress
Raise state, corporate and personal income taxes
Works progress administration – for everyone not just blue collar
One of the most important, popular Roosevelt programs
Create a permanent system of long term security for Americans
No federal social programs at this time
Social security act 1935 – grants for states to set up social security systems
New Dealers want to go further
Social security should include agricultural and domestic workers – mostly African American
African Americans and women are often excluded to accommodate southern conservative democrats
Motivated by Long and Tounsend movements
Growing conscious of Labour as constituency and radical force
Placate – grow increasingly radical 
Significant wing of new deal is socialist
Wagner Act – guaranteed workers right to collective bargaining right
Outlaw company unions
Restrict anti-union tactics
Effective unions will build purchasing power – stimulate economy
AFL – faction breaks off becomes CIO
Interested in organizing entire industries rather than skilled craft
Sit down strikes against GM
Troops never sent in to remove workers

Emergence of a New Deal Coalition
Rural south had been overwhelmingly democratic
Women benefit through Eleanor Roosevelt
Roosevelt’s re-election
New coalition in support of new deal policies rather than against Hoover policies
Worried new programs would be struck down by supreme court
Why was Roosevelt not able to influence supreme court?
1937 – reform court allowing president to appoint a new justice for every justice over 70
Defeated – emboldens conservatives
Worried about federal programs and how they disturbed entrenched system
Too good for blacks
Increase in deficit spending
Keyne’s economic theory
Cutbacks slow FDR’s ability to add programs
3rd New deal (WWII) is finally able to pull US out of depression
Unprecedented efforts of economic remobilization towards war effort
Legacy of New Deal
Couldn’t bring steady economy
Does save the capitalist system – no revolutionary moment
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Outcomes of WWII
A New international economic and political order managed by the United States
The triumph of internationalism over isolationism in US foreign policy
The emergence of critical linkages between the military and the US industrial economy

World war 2 comes out of the chaos of the global depression
Germany is unhappy with the terms of the peace of WWI
Italy: Aggressive expansion strategies
Japan is also growing fast
Beginning to worry about these growing powers

US diplomacy between the wars
Linger effects of the peace and anti-league of nations movement
Widespread disillusionment with World War I
Suspicions about the business ties to belligerent nations
Several congressional bills aimed at neutrality
Outlaw contracts that were seen as compromising US neutrality – double down on non-intervention policy
Student protests pledging not to serve in another war

Germany and Japan are starting to become more aggressive
Germany enters Rhineland
Japan takes cities in China
Roosevelt is reluctant to get involved
Played to isolationist politics
Attention focused inward because of economic problems
Growing increasingly troubled by belligerent nature of Japan and Germany
Begins to turn against isolationism in late 30s
Condemns Kristalnacht – recalls American diplomats from Germany
Doesn’t reduce immigration standards or stop trading with Hitler – recall that Jewish immigration was restricted
1938 – pressures house of representatives to defeat anti-war legislation
US remains officially aloof but is pursuing greater relationships with allies
Germans invade Czechoslovakia – FDR decides that the best way to stay out of the war is to help the allies
Un-neutral re-armament

The Atlantic Charter 1941 (Britain and US)
Pledged:
Collective security
Disarmament of aggressors
National self-determination
Economic cooperation
Free trade and freedom of the seas

War in the Pacific
Japan attacks Pearl Harbour in 1941
Hoping for negotiated peace
War in the pacific – becomes very racialized
Round up Japanese in the States
Becomes part of the justification for the use of the A bomb
A need for a French front
North African campaign
Minimize casualties 
USSR is suffering staggering casualties – stops Germany at Stalingrad – would gain control if they are successful in pushing back Germany
Now we need to invade France to get control of western Germany
Operation overlord
D-Day

Government offers enormous financial incentives to American corporations for help with the war effort
Guaranteed profit
Huge tax right offs
1940 – 1944 – govt awards billions in contracts to the biggest corporations in America
further consolidate manufacturing in the hands of a few corporations
Corporations and universities work together to do war research
Manhattan project – government-university cooperation linked up with corporate interests
A large portion of the economy is permanently shifted towards military production

1944 – Bretton Woods
Open international trade
Arrange it in the interest of the Allies
World Bank and IMF created
Britain resents how dominant US will be in these organizations

UN discussions
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US comes out of WWII – even stronger economically
Europe is destroyed
US uses atomic power as a diplomatic tool
Soviets concerned
Tensions continue into aftermath
Firm line between economic systems
Arms race


Negotiating a Post-War Peace
Number of conferences
Yalta:
Important framework emerges
Poland
US wanted economy integrated 
USSR wanted control in Poland
US backs down
May 1945 – Germany has surrendered 
Still war in Japan
Russia pledges to help US fight in Japan
US drops Atomic bombs
Stress the need to save US lives
Emotional + Racial character of conflict
US decides to us A bomb to increase Hegemonic power
USSR tries to catch up

US Post-War Strength and the Global Economy
US industry going full steam ahead
Comes out of war unscathed leading agricultural industrial and financial world
Other countries economies had taken a huge hit
US has most powerful military 
US could promote their vision of prosperity around the world
Poverty destroys world trade and bred revolutions
Other nations suspect these policies are a way for the US to steal from the rest of the world

The Soviet Consolidation of Eastern Europe
US pushing free elections and free trade
Soviets charge US with a  double standard
US wants access to east USSR doesn’t get access to west
Soviet interference in politics more heavy handed 
Obstruct US economic vision

Partitions of Germany and Division of Europe
End of 1940s Germany divided in military zones
Reconstruct steel and coal rich Germany US want economic integration
USSR wants reparations – minimize German military-industrial capacity
Pursue unification of British then French zones
Soviets form DRG
US shifts to a policy of containment


The Greek Crisis and the “Truman Doctrine”
Greek Civil war 1947
Truman argued that Greece needed help and it could endanger the peace of the world
It must be the policy of the US to support free people who are resisting subjugation by armed minorities and outside pressures
Greek politics far from simple
Bad regime in Greece
US thinks this is better than Communists
Stalin doesn’t really like Greek Communists
Independent

The Policy of Containment
George F Kennan’s long telegram
Soviet union path of relentless aggression
Can only be countered with threat of force
Later publishes article saying US must use counterforce wherever USSR gets into a country

The Marshall Plan, NATO and the Integration of Europe
Marshall Plan
1948
US will spend 17bil until 1962
Start the region towards sustaining economic growth
Also helps American economy – aid needs to be spent on US production – bring them into our world
Accelerated anti-communist shift in economies
Europe becomes very dependant
US business penetration into France upsets French
NATO
Article 4: Attack against one = attack against all
Seems aggressive 
Provide a nuclear umbrella for Europe – within range of Russia
Security stimulates energetic reconstructio

Deteriorating Post-War Relations with China
US wanted China in their sphere of influence
Back nationalists
Mao wins
US wont recognize new peoples republic
Signs protection treaty with Soviets
Truman: Soviet conquest of China
US takes action in Korea
North Korea had been established in 1948
March into South Korea
US goes to UN to protect integrity of parallel
Engage in police action in Korea
After pushing North Koreans back try to continue to unify Korea
China gets involved and pushes them back down
War here for 31 months
Demonstrates US willingness to back up containment with military force
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Post War prosperity
Labour relations
Cold War turns inward
Militarization effects domestic conception
Military-Industrial Complex


The Post-war Economy: Organized Labour and Middle Class Prosperity
Unemployment does not stay high even with the return of soldiers
Federal spending wanes
Targeted spending stimulates economy
GI bill – pay veterans for 3 years of education
Boost enrolment bring money into higher education – creates a generation of educated workers
Unions were more tolerated during wartime
Collaborative management
No strikes during war – eager to test clout after the war
Need for wage increases, want a share of the massive wartime profits
Huge wave of strikes right after war
Unions in Europe and Japan gaining control of businesses 
Taft-Hartley act 1947 passed over Truman’s head
Limits union rights
Treaty of Detroit between UAW and GM
Benefit packages instituted – establish middle class security

A new red Scare in Domestic Cold War Politics
Expansion of the House on American activities committee 
Famously targets motion picture industry
Hollywood 10
Communist becomes a useful charge to hurl at any political enemy in an institution
Puts a chill on freedom of speech
Cold War as a totalizing threat to the US
“No one is safe from communists”

The Looming Atomic Threat
Idea of total war comes out of WWI and II
Atomic weapons have made civilian populations feel even more vulnerable
Civil defence programs – media efforts to support consensus for cold war policies
Keep people afraid
Emergency systems and fallout shelters throughout US
“Duck and Cover”
Prepare Americans for the idea of war at any moment
Increasing militarization justified by exaggerated domestic communist threat

NSC-68 and Militarization
Before Korea many policymakers felt the US was reaching a crisis point
Order a review of military policies toward China etc…
Urgent tone concerning national security – even gloomier than Kennan’s picture of the war
Worst-case view of Soviet intentions and means
Soviets cannot be allowed to expand any more
Kennan felt this was hyperbolic
Revolutionary zeal of soviets is not unlimited 
Any gain for communism is a loss for the free world
US should shore up Western European defences
Develop covert ops and psychological warfare
Advocates enormous boost in defence spending
Achieve overwhelming military superiority
Truman shelves the plan
Take it off the shelf to engage in the Korean war

The Shift Towards Military Spending
Creation of NSA, CIA
60% of spending is military
Under Eisenhower
Lowers spending somewhat
Smallest budget is still more than twice those of pre-Korean war era
Worried about Soviet ICBMs and space race
Fears becoming a garrison state
Farewell address – warns about the growing relationship between industry and the US military 
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More consumer spending at home and abroad 
Growth in government spending (defence) stimulates growth
Labour revival – exchange demands for control – better wages and benefits packages
Redrawing of racial lines
Divisions of ethnicity begin to fade away


Middle Class Prosperity in the 1950s
Unionized blue collar workers gain middle class incomes
GI bill veterans ascend into managerial and professional ranks
More white collar than blue collar workers
Shift of Identity
½ of working class consider themselves to be middle class
Strength of unions contribute to the decline of working class identity
Family standard of living becomes more important than how that living was made

Redefining family life and reasserting gender relations
Can live off of single wage earner
Redefine role of women
One of the highest marriage rates in the world
Record number of children (baby boom)
Strong pressure on women to stay home
New focus on distinct roles
Women worked in record number during war
Surveys showed many women did not want to leave their jobs
Lobby for federally funded childcare
Equal rights amendment 1944 – movements stall as veterans return home
Women who could afford to stay home did not feel jobs were good enough to do the double shift with their home life
60% less pay than male workers
Popular image of domesticity
Women managing job and family duties more than ever
Many more women are employed
Beginning of a new wave of feminist movements

Critics of Conformity
Beat Generation
Kerouac: Weariness with all the forms of the modern industrial state
Attempt to understand the large scale changes since the war
Homogenizing force of mass production and the second wave of consumer culture
Loss of class and ethnic distinctions
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Bubbling undercurrent of dissent that would come to the fore in the movements of the new left in the 60s

 The Triumph of Legal Strategies
 Challenge Plessy v. Ferguson
Segregation violates citizenship rights
Brown v. Board of Education
Overturn school segregation (1954)
Overturn separate but equal
Does not result in swift changes
1955 – Justices turn to local school boards for desegregation
Schools not obligated to comply quickly
1956 – Southern manifesto – call on southern states to resist desegregation 

Transformation into a Social Movement
NAACP wants to test state law that segregates bus system
Rosa Parks – arrested for not giving up her seat
Use this to organize a boycott bus system in Montgomery
Young pastor Martin Luther King Jr. is asked to become the spokesman – already into non-violent resistance, good speaker
Create an elaborate system of carpools and shuttles
Protest lasts 381 days
Met with immediate resistance from whites – homes and churches bombed
1956 – Supreme court rules bus law unconstitutional – white community lost its will to resist – city integrates busses – shows the power of collective local action


Civil Rights and the Cold War
Civil Rights movement is helped by the increased international scrutiny of the cold war
US has to convince non-white world leaders to trust them
Indian ambassador racially abused in Texas
Ghana’s finance minister denied food in restaurant
Growing concerns that the USSR would use this image of the United States as a hypocrite about freedom to get newly decolonized nations to ally with them
1952 – Attorney general  calls on supreme court to strike down segregation
Prove free democracy is the most civilized
MLK used this
Little Rock – white school forced to be desegregated
9 black students admitted – federal troops sent to defend them – global impact on perceptions of US

New Grassroots activism for Civil Rights
Young activists expand grassroots organization
Pursue more confrontational strategies
Sit-in movement
Civil Disobedience tactic spreads rapidly
New Organizations forming – SNVCC
Kennedy pays some lip service to civil rights in his campaign
Keeps movement at an arms length doesn’t want to alienate white southern democrats
1961-1962 – Voter registration campaign – register black residents to vote
Efforts were hindered by threats of violence
Freedom Rides
Met with beatings and harassment – 1 bus firebombed
Mob of whites attacks freedom riders
Authorities remove themselves
News of these violent attacks makes world headlines
USSR comments on savage nature of American freedom
Kennedy sends federal Marshalls to protect riders
Still allows riders to be arrested in Mississippi

Confrontation in Alabama
Kennedy administration pushed into finally taking federal action
Prolonged confrontation in Birmingham – The most segregated city
King and local allies plan to boycott department stores and get arrested in masses – face off against public safety  commissioner (symbol of white racist resistance)- packed jails in Birmingham – King Jailed writes famous letter
Turn fire hoses and dogs on demonstrators – shocking pictures played on television – Kennedy arranged a deal in which the SCLC gave up demonstrations and stores desegregate
George Wallace governor tried to stop 2 black students from enrolling in Alabama – Kennedy orders Wallace to stand down
Kennedy goes on television to admit that Civil Rights had become a moral Crisis – need for sweeping change
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 1963
I have a dream speech
Grassroots movement had created a broad base of support
Govt recognizes that action can no longer be avoided
A few months later – Kennedy assassinated
Process of passing civil rights bill falls onto Johnson’s shoulders – Strong arms those reluctant to sign – bill passed 1964 – Prohibit racial discrimination, end legal discrimination, set up organization to stop discrimination, includes discrimination against women (Last minute addition – in order to sink it – accidently form basis for women’s claim to civil rights under law)
Movement moves towards voting rights
Press for a massive African American voting rights campaign in Mississippi – large population, little turn out – form freedom schools – Mississippi Freedom Democratic party – Focus national attention in particular violence and oppression in Mississippi – some success at high cost – thousands of arrests, shot at, bombed and beaten
Persistence of White violence draws attention to the issue of voting – pressure on Johnson to make greater strides for voting rights
Johnson becomes first democratic president to lose the deep south due to his action on civil rights

Voting Rights Act
Johnson able to secure passage within a few months
Outlaw poll taxes and literacy tests
Provides for federal oversight in districts where there was past discrimination
Percentage of African Americans voters jumps from 7% to 60% in 2 years
Civil rights movement would broaden from legalistic approach to ending discrimination to a much more broad approach  - rise in black nationalism around Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam
Inspiration for Black power agenda
New focus on poverty and economic rights
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Inspiration and linked to other movements that had been developing since the 1960s – Various racial movements, other movements inspired by politics and tactics, anti-war, free speech, feminist, gay rights

Ambivalence of US Post-Colonialism in Vietnam
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