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[bookmark: _GoBack]Stereotypes that define high and low culture:
- Insecurities and jalousies in between the two cultures 
- too much tv, videos, pop music, rock music
- too much pop culture causes literary skils, “laziness”,
criticisms of pop culture-> 
those in high culture think low culture pop culture lacks authenticity and invalid 
· people who like this “low culture” pop culture find authenticity 
· it becomes a subjective argument
pop culture involves no mental effort, its simple entertainment that has no effect on people. no intellectual effort 
low culture is superficial,  
LOW CULTURE IS MASS 
· amc ,showtime, walking dead, breaking bad
· these shows teach humans about the human conditions, the themes are thought arousing (HYBRID SHOWS)
pop culture is not produced for selfish reasons for profit
- classical music is not only made for pure pleasure, its done for a status
- nothing is 
· the high culture says it lacks form and conformity
-
· it lacks creativity
-
A. if you’re too into pop culture: there’s a decline in reading because its taken over by media. Our mines are stuck on our devices. Students that focus too much on media are lacking intellectual working skills (specialists without strategy) 
· reading longer books are considered chores, harder time concentrating longer. Less interested in classics. Less interest for things that are more complex. 
· Fitness is a victim of pop culture, more pop culture more laziness and weight gain. 
· Pragmatic aesthetics: you’ll find your own identity through pop culture, it offers something meaningful.
· Miliarisme: sees both the good and bad 
January 18th 
Progressive rock
  Yes, blp, genesis, peter Gabriel, rush, saga. These things incorporated things like rock, pop, opera. This satisfies both heights of culture.
· certain progressive rock artist could also conduct orchestras.(especially England)
· abouve the norm technichle virtue
· lyrical, folk or hard rock, those were the options, prog rock was more complex, which is why it satisfied everyone. These songs were satisfying all over the spectrum
· decommercialize music, try not to make hits try to fill stadiums
· prog rock had no dancing, youre playing the music perfectly, not distracting from the music. Don’t dance to it listen to it.
· Encompasses a spiritual experience, it’s a trip, a high… trance like religious state.
· Prog rock is known as the innovators of big productions, lights, smoke, fire, lazers… as long as the production didn’t detract from the music.
· 
Most important prog rock groups of the era
Yes: 
- decomercializing music
-combination of strong lyrics, deep meaning, originality. Evrytime you listen to it you thought it was almost a movie. It was a journey, yu couldn’t stop thinking about it.
-what did they contribute
-Yes album, fragile, close to the edge, relair, going from the one 
- 50 years now, best guitarist, one of the best keyboard player
elp:
 no lead guitar
they were radi
· all members were exceptional, they looked cool 
· 
->hiphip took over prog rock, 
prog light: don’t make it too complicated,

JAN 21 2016
Prog Light:
-progressive rock is about going beyond rock
-prog light us the same but with the goal to be on the radio, to sell rocords (prog rock but shorter) not as technical, not so left wing, mostly 4x4
-some bands in this era are faceless bands, we know the songs but not the artists
- verse, chorus, verse, chorus, bridge, verse, chorus
- progressive rock has more keyboards 
- prog rock has more power chords
-it lacks conceptual density
-made it more predictable  
- the point of repeating versus and choruses is to make it stuck in your head
- (Radio friendly Rock)
- the music pushes towards the guitar, they emphasised on the power notes 
- simple effective noise, for a teen looking for a thrill
=>sticks: stratagied-> they used other musical styles as long as it didn’t 
forener
Fleetwood mac
interfere with they’re style.
-radio friendly becomes the thing! Video format, simplify even more
fleetwod mac and heart were progressive because they had females
faceless bands
style = 4x4 easy song
strategy= use other styles 
JAN 25 2016
- heavy rock, is very grinding, 3 cords, taking proud in being imperfect
- Eddie van Halen, had the label of heavy metal but he was different than the others, he played more beautiful, song writing touch, first heavy metal number ones, bridged the gab between high and low culture.  Melodically he was so different, he gave more commercial appeal, adds melody, he’s always at the top,  
Brown sound 
 
Speaker: andres 
Eight seconds->80’s group, mostly driven by music, lead singer
-
-high school band a lot of people were starting these.
-most people get into bands to meet girls
- they looked at the charts to see what was popular
- he listened to a lot of progressive rock bands 
- genesis cover band at first
- a lot of bars where you could play that stuff
- doing covers was like going to school, learning how to play music like that
- now a days there’s more opportunities than just getting a record deal.
- they recorded their first song and did good so decided to go full time
- they said that they would need to make a Canadian deal by year 3 and by year 5 a us deal.
- record companies have many people managing and accounting for the band
- a video company helped them make a music video and then became their management company 
- it got on much music (milions of people)
- they made an album to support the video
- that sound(guitar diven) that was wanted was not what they had
- the program director at the radio station they won at (rupert hein), found out about them and like them.
- show on Canada day 1985, Rupert said he wanted to work with the band and then everyone wanted them!
- a new york record company (polygram) reached out to them 
- recorded album in London at a farm
- they started to tour, while their video mad it on mtv and much music (kiss you, when its dangerous)
- the record label signed bon jovi so they left 8 seconds
- recorded a second album in 88
- it didn’t get the radio play they wanted 
- the music world was changing in the 90s with nirvana
- so their next songs weren’t doing as well.
- bands make money in two ways mechanical and performance  
mechanical: the record company makes money every time a band product cd and tape are made / money also goes to the writer ( they never made money on this side) 
performance: publisher gets royalties, the rest is to the band (this is where most of the money comes from)
- artistes these days are getting ripped off with all the media distributing of music
- there’s much more diversity in music now a days 

FEB 1 2016            SEX AND GENDER IN MUSIC
-until the mid 90’s women weren’t dominating in the music industries
- sex begins to sell, they are showing the body not the instruments
- male dominance, they were the central attraction, usually use women as props 
-mid late 80s women used for their looks, exploitation, male fantasy point of view 
-music wasn’t being played in the videos, less about music more about male entertainment 
-(poe) Alicia keys, nord jones, amy grant, ( these people become famous for what they write themselves)
- its gonna start being that you don’t have to sing good you just need to stay the face of the company, the songs are written for you, you are directed. (Britney spears…
-  female popstars like this can be replaced easily
- now it’s the woman with all the attention but the same sex is being selled
-it doesn’t matter male or female sex sells, theres pressure not to be taken over by other artists.
-Instead of the object being subjected it’s the subject.
- it used to be the dream world of men its now the dream world of capitalism 
- no more instruments on stage
- males used to be dominant and the women the object, now women are the subject of the videos. But in the end nothing changed.
- if its controversial it will be popular.
- women are co-conspirators in their own videos
- what do music videos do to the behaviours of actual personalities?
- less instruments, more sex,
- spice girls phenomenon: nursed a generation of women to act and dress a certain way
- men got high jacked by the corporations. 
- we can now find this in commercials now 
-liberal feminism and 
FEB 4 2016 
Eminem does the same thing but wit his lyrics he’s highpper masculine, he was white but still in “the game”
Feminist and homosexuals were against his persona,
Genderphobia, he’s not against sertain lifestyles he thinks men should be manly 
People usually don’t ask what lyrics mean because they assume they mean something bad.
Homophobia – discriminaytes against gay, lesbian, bisexual
Transphobia – discrimination of transgender, mocking it 
Genderphobia – you dony like it when men act weak, boybands…
Sometimes his lyrics get lost withing these terms
Convert to the gender!
You need to be authentic
-stay true to yourself, don’t be commercial, black, underground, hard masculine music, youre from the streets, old school, rhythm 
The people who wre not like this
Commercial bands, white, soft, too much melody, from the suburbs, mainstreams
It helps if you went to prison, reality rap quality, inner-city life, independent
Roots= raised in Detroit, hostility towards pop, bad boy, resistance to mainstream,  racial realness, dr. dre discovered him, 
Critics praise emeinem, fluid delivery
The group GLAD (gay and lesbian against defamation), they critique his lyrics saying he’s creating a a bad influence for teens
Eminem responded saying: when he says fagot he means male weakness, he wants gender conformity. 
Directed to male weakness
Relentlessly against pop artists, people who don’t take big risks, songs that repeat the same crap 
He exploits the term against stigma, uses it to sting, used to embarrass people, 
He thinks a faggot is someone unmanly 
Gende as performance= acting something out to get attention 
, its an act, gender doesn’t just govern in the song its in the language, clothing… gender is performative, people learn to behave trough expectations. 
If you put him in another environment his lyrics would reflect something different, cultural influences
Constantly emphasise hardness , tough dark mysterious, heterosexuality 


FEB 8 2016
Dexter:
He works in the homicide department, specializing in blood splatter. 
He’s a serial killer but not your typical one, he only kills the bad people (sometimes sociopathic people like him)
For this reason he understands how they kill and act (he’s a sociopath)
When he was young he killed animals (sociopath) his father noticed this and showed him how to kill, his father thought that some people deserved to die so he trained his son to kill the people who are bad.
He had a traumatic childhood experience that triggered this.
He enjoys killing people, he’s ocd, obsessive with the way he kills people. He put a lot of thought into what he does, and has a blood collection of his kills.
He doesn’t kill at random, he has standards ( which is the only non-sociopathic killer) 
His brother is a killer too but he kills anyone, he wasn’t rescued by anyone and became violent. The immoral killer. Dexter is the good killer. 
In the end Dexter must kill his brother.
He enjoys playing games with these other sociopaths because they are the only people who understand him.
His personal life is completely fake/acting he doesn’t feel emotions because he’s a sociopath.
Because he works in homicide he gets better in his ritual murders. 
He loves his job, almost too much and that makes some people uncomfortable. 
He makes it look like an art/ simultaneously a drug to him.
This is his reality, we might think that murder is unacceptable but for him it’s the only thing that makes sense (moral realism)  
Antirealist philosophy= reality that we create for ourselves sometimes culturally as well. Every society has them, morals that only belong to that society at that time.
What makes the show cool is how it depicts reality
If you grew up in a religious background you shall not kill, to get around a commandment you need to change the rules. People have changed this now to thaw shall not kill the innocent. 
But what happens if you make a mistake? You make another rule, you say that that’s not what the intentions were…
(back to dexter) he starts making mistakes after a while and breaks his code 
he makes mistakes by killing the wrong people.
Consequentialism One concept of the good life depends on the end result of your actions 
Utilitarianism: greatest happiness for the greatest number 
People say these things about the show: In a perfect world he would be given a world for what he does, he’s doing community service, he’s the robin hood of serial killers, when a girl was missing in real life someone said its time like these when I wish we had a real Dexter.
We still rationalize murders in between innocent and guilty.
We need to rationalize murder 
Our moral codes are not fixed 
The word not innocent is interoperated by the people wanting to solve it. 
(THURSDAY WE ARE WATCHING THE PILOT EPISODE IT WILL BE ON THE EXAM)

antiself opisition to ones other side
no liberalisme : 




6 streotypes:
-high looks down on low
-low is superficial
-pop has no autonomy
-lacks form at complexity
-lacks creativity


PART 2
Reality television:
-mtv started it with the real world
-survivor one of the biggest ever ( in the 1st season 25 millon americans watched it) (people still remember everything every episode)
-when the first winner was announced 50 million watched it)
-this led to other shows like big brother 17 seasons 
-road rules, setting that creates tones of tention
-audience loves tention
-even pbs started, 
- what is reality tv: use real people instead of actors, so you pay them less, you don’t need script writers, no predetermined plot.
- the characters then create life like plots
-is it an oxymoron and is it exploitable? : why is it so popular? Entertainment is the most important thing that’s important.
- the political debates have become this
- reality tv is there for emotional entertainment.
- shows like the amazing race are a hybrid of culture and entertainment
- voidiristic instinct ( doing something you usually wouldn’t do) looking into someone’s life 
-youll let down your code of conduct so that you can be more exposed and more famouse
- NEW TERM: TRASH TV
-its getting more and more controversial
- all the rules or real world morals are twisted
- they are there as a product  and nothing else
- BIG BROTHER :no connection with outside world, once a week they banish someone. (the product is us) the customer is part of the experience   
-its all about what people are worth doing to be known 
- reality tv makes it that you become commercialized yourself 
- it doesn’t do anything for you but its entertaining so you watch it 
- stupefying forms of entertainment ( an unreal show)
- we get fooled that it is meaningful when its not. Slaves to the show
- hyper reality:
- rules of survivor: don’t let them know how dumb or smart you are, its all about you, don’t make friends, trust no one, don’t rock the boat. 
- 15 minutes of fame
- the individual is responsible for all social outcome 
- random one: exploiting people in the street

Reality tv Amish in the City:

-will there be a genuine cultural exchange or bias in the sense that its there to expose the Amish.
- if you choose not to be Amish you’ll be shunned.
-the conflict is already present they don’t need to create a problem
- watching the privet lives of people derail 
- the city kids they pic are materialistic, image oriented, partiers, exact opposite of the Amish
- they get targeted for the way they look, and that’s what the producers want.

March 14 
-dr. laura
-everyone in the us listened to what she said
- her opinion was valued
-she’d publish her books in all types of languages so that everyone can read them
-7 best sellers
-20 million viewers
- competing with Howard stern but she was more conservative 
- listeners ask her big questions and she always gives her opinion on any subject. How to solve everyday issues ( family, addiction, abuse,…)
- she says her show is all about ethics (but in reality she doesn’t look at other peoples opinions she’s only interested in her’s)
- its rather a show on morality not ethics
- people are seeking answers and she’s providing them
- she doesn’t debate issues, she gives quick answers 
- all about self help books that are supposed to be miracle cures
- she’s recommending things for you
- she says she bases everything from her religion
- she has said some controversial things: makes radical claims, accusations.
-after 2003 she’s less religious (Jewish orthodox),
-still interested in mortalities but based herself more on the 10 commandments. 
- she’s not a doctor in any way, has no background worthy of value.
- slightly homophobic in the sense that she never helped them. She agrees with conversion camps.
- the position she’s taking is the beyond logical position. 
- certain behaviours are wrong without any considerations or calculus
- good and bad
-preacher 

-Randy Cohen (NY Times) said that ethics always requires a debate
-Cohen is a reformed jew, urban Jewish (based more on science)
- he looks at all values, competing freedoms
-  transparency model, everyone in the community can see how you behave. ( but this would make people not behave like they think so that they don’t show their dark sides)
- mafia ethics, taking things into your own hands, be nice to your group but doesn’t respect anyone else 
- when giving advice he looks at all opinions, non preaching 

March 21, 2016
Seinfeld was not a crap sitcom, they were relatable in the sens that it didn’t always follow the normal sitcom model
- they made fun of the high class
- in an episode entitled the opera, they don’t take high culture seriously. 
- they make fun of handicap people
theres something about mary 
- they also teach theory : perfectionism, cultralism, proud of being rotten with imperfection, relativism; strong relevitisme; that all interpretations of right and wrong are just that, if you say its bad I say its good, twisting to opposite.  
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