Sociology and Related Disciplines of the Social Sciences:
An Overview

Sociology versus Related Disciplines
· Sociology is the systematic study of human society and social interaction:
· From the study of dyads (two person groups) to entire societies
· Very broad scope
· Other related discipline belong to a much larger domain of knowledge: Social Sciences
· Each other social science has its own distinct focus:
· Specific segments of social life and human behavior

Philosophy
· Not a social science but the mother of social sciences
· From the Greek philia and sophos (lover of wisdom)
· The study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence, especially when considered as an academic discipline.
· It is a reflexion on the meaning of life; asks the big “what” questions, often with no definitive answers. Focuses on how the world should be. 
· Sociology studies similar topics but looks at the positive statements, the empirical facts. Is empirical in its collection of data and observation
· Has the same topics in mind but is perceived differently 

Psychology
· From the greek logos and psukho (psyche - sciences of the soul)
· Subject matter:
· Behavior of individual humans (generally under experimental conditions)
· Focus:
· Processes internal to the individual to determine what influences people
· Modern psychologists are concerned with mental processes with varying specializations
· Sociologists focus on outside influences while psychologists focus on inner influences
· Do not explain human behavior in the same way 
· Sociology and psychology come together in a boundary discipline: Social Psychology
· The study of individual behavior in small groups

Comparative Example: Turbulent school children in a classroom
· Psychological explanation: Personality of the children
· Social psychological explanation: Surrounding environment
· Influence of parents, friends, peers, teachers
· Sociological explanations: 
· School organization and rules
· Rules of conduct or discipline, pedagogical practices design of school and of classrooms etc
· Social characteristics and categories
· Gender, class, privileged and underprivileged neighbourhoods, family situations etc. 

Anthropology 
· From the Greek word logos (science) and anthropos (man, mankind) - The Scientific study of man
· Is considered the twin sister of sociology
· Two branches: Physical anthropology, and cultural anthropology (ethnology) 
· Physical anthropology 
· Studies the biological adaptations, variability and evolution of human beings, and their living and fossil relatives
· Both biological and social science 
Cultural Anthropology 
· The study of societies different from us, mostly preliterate or tribal people
· Chief concern: to understand culture (defined as a people’s total way of life)
· Groups artifacts such as tools, art and weapons
· Groups structures: hierarchy and other patterns that determine its member’s relationships to one another
· Groups ideas and values (belief systems)
· Groups form of communication, especially language

Differences Between Anthropology and Sociology 
· Historical Context
· European Colonialism vs [European] social changes and crisis 
· Anthropology was created in the context of colonialism; data was collected to control and subdue the indigenous people
· Sociology was created in to deal with modern social problems within Europeans own societies
· Societies observed
· Preliterate tribal groups vs modern societies 
· Research techniques 
· Participant observation vs sample survey
· Most of these differences are mostly outdated
· Anthropology and sociology have become very intertwined and are considered by many to be the same. This is due to the similar observed societies and research techniques
· However! 
· Isolated tribes are still ‘discovered’ now and then
· May 2007: Metuktire (Subgroup of the Kayapo)
· Rediscovered after a Metuktire visited a Kayapo village
· June 2008: Somewhere in the rainforest on the Brazilian-Peruvian border

History
· Context is the fundamental feature of social imagination
· The oldest of of all social sciences
· Herodotus, Greek historian (Born 484 BC? - died 430-420)
· The study of past events, of human and social developments through time (“Classical history)
· Specialized branches in intellectual and social history
· The history of science, of philosophy, of ideas, etc
· The history of women, of sport, of fashion, of hygiene, etc

Differences Between History and Sociology
· Historians focus on unique and singular events
· Sociologists seek to go beyond singular events in order to make connections between different ones:
· Looking for patterns of change and social factors causing change and transformations
· Karl Marx and Weber used historical context to prove their theories 

Economics
· Adam Smith (1723 - 1790), Scottish philosopher and economists; can also be traced to the works of 14th century scholars
· Focus on single institution
· Production, exchange distribution and consumption of goods and services
· Sociologists focus on
· Social organization, impacts and interactions 
· They do not concentrate on single institution 

Political Science
· The study of politics and government, and power
· Study how people govern themselves, and institutions 
· Voting behavior, political parties, political movements, international relations
· Sociologist do not focus on a single institution; the study of power transcends the topic of government 
· More focused on power in a social interaction


Other Social Sciences
· Geography
· Demography
· Management sciences
· Law or legal studies
· Education science
· Criminology
· Linguistics
· Religious sciences
· Gerontology
· Leisure Studies 

Specialized Sociologies 
· Historical sociology, political sociology, sociology of culture, of law, of education, of religion, of health, of aging, of youth, etc
· Sociology of body, of science, of technology, of sport, of consumption, of art, of music, of fashion, of death, of bare breast
· Sociology of sociology
· Historically missing voices with sociology, and what that has meant in terms of the shaping of the discipline 
· Women and Minorities 
