Criminology Lecture #12 December 4, 2015

Defining White Collar Crime:
· Sutherland (1939): “Crime committed by a person of respectability and high social status in the course of his occupation”
· The term generally refers to non violent crime that is committed in commercial situations for financial benefit
· Moving beyond street crime
· We are disproportionately focused on the poor
· Rich white people – we’ll call it unethical, not crime
· Seriousness of white-collar crime

Features of White Collar Crime:
1) Position of power
· Changing with technology – identify theft, etc. is considered white collar crime
· For the most part still is people in position of power
2) Work place
· Most often takes place in the work place
3) Complex economic knowledge
4) Large-scale victimization
· As opposed to street crime, white collar crime tends to have many victims on a larger scale
5) Non-violent
· Most white collar crime is about an abusive trust – still has victims

Types of White Collar Crime:
· Fraud	
· Deliberate deception for unlawful gain
· Ex. Identity theft, false charities, fishing scams
· Money laundering
· Moving money so it looks like its not coming from an illegal activity
· Bribery
· Ex. FIFA
· Embezzlement
· Misappropriating funds – using money that was given them to them in  a position of trust – they steal the money that was given to them
· Purpose is to gain permanent ownership of that money
· Tax evasion
· Working your money so you don’t have to pay taxes
· Ex. Offshore bank accounts, not declaring tips, being paid in cash
· Price fixing
· Ex. Hoffman-LaRoche
· 1970s, pharmaceutical companies came together to price fix vitamins 
· When competing buyers get together and agree to sell things at a price higher than it’s worth Ex. Oil prices


Corporate Crime:
· Committed by a company rather than an individual; corporate interests
· Types:
1) Environmental law
· Green criminology
· Try to make sanctions tougher when company violates an environmental laws
· Ex. Sydney Tar Ponds; Reed Paper
· Happened in the 1980s
· The Sydney Steal Corporation dumped 700,000 tons of carcinogenic waste into Sydney’s water
· Little has been down to clean up the toxins
· Because of the pollution, entire lobster industries had to close down in the 1980s
· In 1988 they closed the ovens that produced a lot of the toxins, 125 workers were fired/laid off with no compensation
· They allowed 6000 times more emissions than what is allowed under the Clean Air Act
· Found that 64 workers have tied of cancer in the past 25 years
· Workers 6 times as likely to get cancer as the average Canadian
· Reed Paper:
· Discharged 9000kg of mercury into the surrounding water systems despite the fact there was a federal ban on dumping
· Mercury devastated the community, many got mercury poisoning
· Not a single conviction or court case went through

2) Health and Safety breaches
· Some corporations don’t take it seriously and put their employees at risk
· Westray mine disaster (video – The Last Shift) ****
· 2004 changes to the Criminal Code holding individuals responsible
· November 1990
· Plan was extraction of up to 50 million tons of coal
· Explosion occurred – May 9th, 1992
· Geology was dangerous and economics high risk
· Supposed to be a private sector project but government gave money
· Warned there was an extreme risk of explosion
· It was really a political project
· In 2004 government introduced legislation – any person in charge of another’s work is responsible – which means an individual can be held responsible for a corporate mistake
Corporate Social Responsibility:
· The understanding that corporates have a responsibility to protect their employees, communities, and the environment
· Corporations can use their power to leverage positive change
· Some people think its an oxymoron – a lot of skepticism about what is really the end goal
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