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Conflict Theory:
· Systematic oppression
· Critical criminologists say our society is built on conflict – ex. Rich and poor, White and black
· We build conflict based on class, gender, sexual orientation, race, ableism 
· We have power differentials where prominently white rich men are in power
· Power imbalance
· ‘Othering’
· Our society is designed to exclude other people
· Relationship to public criminology
· Says that the research and studies criminologists do should evoke change
· Critical criminologists tend to take on an activist role
· Social construction of crime
· Critical criminologists are interested in the social construction of crime – what is considered criminal, who does the criminal justice system target
· Doesn’t look at what’s wrong with the individual, but the situation society has set up to make people commit crimes

The Punitive Turn
· We become harsher, our sentences are stricter

Canada Becomes “Tough on Crime”:
· 1970s – Despite psychological forms of treatment, crime rate was going up
· Found that psychological treatment was ineffective
· Move from rehabilitation to retribution
· We reverted back to crime choice theory
· More focused on punishment, justice being served
· Society has more demand for punishment
· Canada still has some psychological treatment/programming in prisons
· Our crime rate is going down but our incarceration rate is going up
· Safe Streets and Communities Act (2012) (Federal)
· Came out as omnibus bill – take multiple bills and put them together and was only voted on once
· Mandatory minimums
· If you get convicted of a crime, you automatically have to go to jail for a certain amount of time
· Created more mandatory minimums for more crimes
· Disproportionality punishes small time offenders therefore making people more likely to reoffend
· Judges get less of a say – they can’t consider the individual circumstances
· Record suspension (pardons)
· The system of pardons changed – changed the name to record suspension
· Longer wait time - before you had to wait 3 years for summary and 5 for indictable – now 5 and 10
· Makes some people ineligible for a pardon
· They changed the cost to apply – went from $150 to $630
· A 5-7 year wait time once you apply to hear back
· The prison industrial complex
· Increasing the relationship between private corporations and the prisons
· We don’t have privately owned prisons, but corporations can be so involved that’s it’s a small private prison system
· Profiting off punishment – ex. Tracking anklets for probation are made by a private company

Marxism:
· Marx & Engels (1848) Communist Manifesto
· Collective ownership – a classless system where everyone is the owner
· Classless society
· Bourgeoisie vs proletariat
· At that time there was no unions
· Power/status comes from exploitation – paying your employees as little as possible and making your product as expensive as possible 
“There must be something rotten in the very core of a social system which increases in crime even more rapidly than in numbers” (Marx)
· 3 principles of Marxism:
1) Economy dictates society
2) Crime comes from capitalism
3) Eliminate capitalism = eliminate crime
· Critiques of Marxism:
1) Ignores reality of communism
2) Capitalism and interpersonal crime
3) Crime exists where there is no private ownership
4) Homogenizing (treats everyone the same)

Feminist Criminology:
· Like Marxism, it sees power differentials – looks at the system as men having power
· Patriarchy
· 2nd wave feminism
· Where feminist criminology came out of
· Came after WWII
· 1960s
· Fought for women’s access to work, reproductive rights, drew attention to domestic violence, brought attention to marital rape, brought about legal changes to divorce laws
· Feminization, criminalization of poverty
· Up until the 1970’s no one looked at why women commit crimes
· The types of crimes women are committing for the most part is because of inequalities – young, poor, uneducated, race
· Women often get caught shoplifting (usually single moms for their families), welfare fraud
· Most feminist criminologist suggest that the increase in women’s crime is because of the feminization of criminality
· Changing the law
· Rape shield law
· You cannot ask about women’s previous sexual partners
· Battered women syndrome
· Came out of the Lavalee case
· Lavalee had been seriously abused for years
· One night husband threatened to kill her
· She stabbed and killed him in the back – so self defense wouldn’t work b/c she’s not in immediate danger
· Because she had been abused for so long she honestly believed she was in danger – where the defense came out of
· Even if you’re not in immediate risk of violence your fears are based in reality because you have been abused for so long

Critical Race Theory:
· Suggests that norms and values favor one race over the other
· Says the enforcement and interpretation of law is subjective – ex. Aboriginal people are more likely to receive tougher punishments
· Post-colonial theory
· The law is not colour blind
· Racialization of the criminal justice system
· The criminal justice system is one of the tools the our society uses to “keep down” people of colour
· Racialization: The process by which categories of the population are constructed, differentiated, and made to feel inferior and excluded
· Post colonial theory:
· The criminal justice system is a way that colonial thinking is perpetuated
· Disproportionate representation of Aboriginal people
· Example: Carding
· Marginalized groups get asked for ID by police more often 
· Police can stop you in the street and ask to see your ID and write down your information
· Largely disproportionately targeting young black men
· Black individuals are more than 3 times more likely to be stopped and carded compared to white people

Left Realism:
· Critical but practical/realistic
· Suggest that other conflict theories are idealist, looks for solution for right now, not the ideology of the future
· Ex. gangs, understand that they develop out of social inequality, but still does not condone what they’re doing
· Many focus on victims of crimes and the role of victims in the criminal justice system
· Many critical criminologists are critical of left realism because they think they’re buying into the system
· Solutions to crime through crime prevention
· Crime in Western societies:
1) Relative deprivation
2) Subculture
3) Marginalization
· Critique: Maintain the current, oppressive system of power

Post-Structuralism/Post-Modernism:
· The social construction of society
· Critique the very foundations of criminal justice/ humanity
· Say everything is socially constructed – nothing is inherently criminal – its all socially considered criminal
· Example: Judith Butler – the social construction of gender*******
· Questioned the reality of what it means to be a man or a women – is there something inherently different
· Said the stereotypical ideas of what it means to be a man or women are not real or true
· The way we act because of our gender is because of the social world we live in
· There is no pre-existing identity that is formed outside for the social context 
· You can’t step out of society – everything is socially constructed - we need to change from the inside
· No stepping outside of the system
· Foucault – power is everywhere
· Power differentials happen but there’s wiggle room – otherwise nothing would’ve ever changed – ex. Women getting the right to vote, Rosa Parks
· Power isn’t all or nothing
· Resistance and negotiation

Peace-Making Criminology:
· Restorative justice
· Bringing insight – why this crime happened, how we can prevent it, restitution
· Tangible and intangible harm on victim and community
· Restorative justice can help with healing and reconciling both tangible and intangible harms
· What does the victim and community need to feel safe again
· What does the offender need to prevent them from offending again
· Focus on harms
· Co-optation
· The traditional criminal justice is taking over 
· Restorative justice sounds great – but as it currently exists in Canada it is built into our traditional criminal justice system
· The current system can’t enforce things like how to make the victim feel better
· People that might have been dismissed all together now end up going to judge and getting a criminal record
· Abolition
· To abolish/get rid of
· Want a true restorative justice system
· Our current system protects us from the dangerous view but also takes on all these other people how we don’t need to protected from
· Our current system reinforces the ides of “us and them” – someone with a record is different than someone without one
· Also say that our current system provided us with the feeling of safety but we aren’t actually safe b/c once offenders are released they haven’t done anything to address issues that originally cause them to commit crime
· Abolitionists believe in reconciliation rather than punishment as a response to criminal acts - what does the offender need and what does the victim need
· Two Kinds of Abolitionists:
· Abolition minimalists – minimal prison sentences
· Radical abolitionists – no prisons

Abolition:
· Our current criminal justice system:
1) Provides protection from the dangerous few but ‘protects’ us from many more
2) Reinforces status barriers (us vs. them)
3) Provides us with pseudo-security

States of Incarceration:
· Crime rates are down- incarceration rates are up
· Political opportunity to justify an expansion of imprisonment 
· Crime rates have fallen 23% since the 90s
· It’s now a lot harder to be a criminal
· DNA, increased security, lower population
· Untested ideas
· Incarceration has had almost no effect on bringing down the crime rates in the past two decades
· False belief that more punishment leads to less crime
· More mandatory sentence, less conditional sentences, tougher parole
· 2700 new federal prison cells in Canada
· The government isn’t increasing the programs
· Purpose of Prisons isn’t just to separate from the community but to prepare them to be released back into that community
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