Film Lecture #9 November 13, 2015

Criminology Paradigms:
· Free will v. biological determinism
· David Garland – examine how we as a society think about and deal with crime -
· Criminologies of everyday life
· The idea that we are all capable of being criminals
· Committing a criminal act is a choice we make
· Everybody commits crime
· Criminology of the(dangerous) other
· People who are monsters
· Absolutely heinous people that cannot be saved

· Both these theories focus on the individual

Crime Choice Theories:
· Classical School of Criminology
· The enlightenment – we are all rational and civilized
· If we are all rational beings, when we choose to commit a crime we do it because it’s in our best interest
· If we construct our criminal justice system so that there are more cons than pros we can stop crime
· Deterrence
· How do we convince people not to commit crimes
· If we make the punishment worse than the benefits of the crime than people won’t commit crimes
· The punishment cannot be too extreme because no one would obey the laws at all
· In order for deterrence to work, punishments have to be swift, severe, and certain
· Swift – punishment has to immediately follow crime
· Severe - punishment needs to outwight the benefit
· Certain – if you think the odds of you getting caught is slim, you’ll commit the crime anyways
· Intangible costs/benefits
· Less obvious benefits of committing crime:
· Revenge
· Providing for a family
· Thrill
· Intangible costs we don’t think about:
· Calling parents from jail
· Can’t get a job once you have a criminal record
· Utility maximization – perception
· Becker
· The idea you will make decisions to maximize your benefit
· Becker says this idea is based on our perceived value rather than actual value
· We might not be able to perceive what the consequences would really mean
· Because we don’t understand the reality of what it means to commit a crime we are not really maximizing 

The criminal career:
· Cornison Clarke (check name)
· 4 Stages:
1) Initial involvement
· Contemplation
· The leading up process
2) The criminal event
· Actually engaging in the crime
3) Continuing involvement
· Very few people go from 1 to 2 and fewer from 2 to 3
· The decision that you want to engage in more crime
4) Desistence
· Stopping committing crime

Developmental and life-course criminology (DLC) - psychological
· Similar to the criminal career
· Fairly new theory of crime
· Looks at risk factors like impulsivity, self control, who your friends are, poverty
· Young people are at a much higher risk of criminal activity because less of an ability to control yourself
· The bulk of criminal activity is done by youth
· The vast majority of youth stop committing crimes as they grow up
· Chancing of committing a crime goes down as you get older
· Too tiring
· Peers have less of an influence
· More mature
· More responsibilities

Routine activity theory:
· Regards criminal theory as a choice
· There are certain positions in place that make you more likely to commit a crime
1) A potential offender
· We are all potential offender
· Some people are more interested in doing criminal behavior
2) A suitable target
· What the circumstances are to decide if it’s suitable
· Example: sexual assault – dark alley, woman alone
3) Absence of a capable guardian
· Anybody who would potentially intervene on your criminal activity
· Informal – people walking by on street
· Formal – Security guards, close circuit televisions (cameras)
The way our environment is shaped determines how rational it is to commit a crime 

Crime opportunity theory:
· When a society commits are more suitable environment for crime, there will be more crime and vice versa

Situational crime prevention:
· ‘Designing out’ crime
· minimize and ideally eliminate crime
1) Increase effort needed to commit a crime
As simple as putting locks on doors
2) Increase risks
Tough on crime, penalties high
3) Reduce rewards
Making it less ideal
4) Reduce provocations
Reduce feelings of aggression that makes people want to commit crimes
Why we created Gender segregated bathrooms – to protect women from sexual assault
5) Remove excuses
Making it clear it’s not allowed 
Making following the laws easier


Psychological Approaches to Crime

Psychological theories in the 20th century:
· Binet’s IQ Test
· Goddard and eugenics
· IQ test was used on potential immigrants
· Written in English making some people bound to fail
· Allowed for a neutral and objective test that let the state say who’s in and who’s out
· Race and IQ/ feeblemindedness
· Herrnstein and Murray (1994)
· IQ tests are skewed towards white people
· Freud – psychoanalysis
· Id
· Desires and impulses, pleasure seeking
· Superego
· Moral compass, your ethics/morals, the part of that wants to follow the rules
· Ego
· Mediator between the Id and Superego

· Says people who commit crimes have overly developed Id and underdeveloped superego

Psychological learning theories: Classical and operant conditioning:
· Classical conditioning
· Pavlov’s dog
· Automatic response to a stimulus
· Eysenck’s personality traits:
· Our personality dictates who is susceptible to being conditioned and who is not
· Extroversion
· Outgoing, sociably, high activity level
· Neuroticism
· Emotionally unstable, tends to overreact 
· Psychoticism
· To be a psychopath, lack of empathy, highly aggressive
· According to him, those of us who rank high in all the three traits are likely to become a criminal 
Operant conditioning – behaviourism
· Internal reward and punishment
· Unconsciously learned behaviour
· How we perceive costs and benefits

Social Learning Theories – Bandura:
· Saw humans as thinking animals because we have consciousness and thought process
· We learn by watching other people
· We learn positive behavior when there is positivity around us and criminal and antisocial behavior when we have that around us

Psychological Theories Today


PIC-R:
· Andrews and Bonta
· The Big 4 – reasons why people commit crimes******** exam
1) Anti-social attitudes – not buying into the values of your society
2) Anti-social associates – hanging out with antisocial peers
3) Anti-social behaviour – if you have a criminal record already you are already considered high risk – can’t get into programs, parole, etc.
4) Anti-social personality
· Combines anti-social personality and social learning theory
· Uses the idea of modelling to explain why people commit crimes
· How your brain and personality develops influences your chances of criminality
· Nurture side
· Recognize that social circumstances influence criminality but only based on the environment 
CBT (cognitive behavioural theory):
· Rehabilitation in prison
· 50s and 60s - The idea was to send someone to prison for as long as it takes to “fix” the person
· They blame the person not the greater issue
· Distorted thinking patterns
· Risk assessment
· Focus was on the prisoners risk
· Didn’t look at disadvantage or struggle
· Only programming available is for set risk factors
· CBT helps you become aware of your negative thinking 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Focus is on fixing thought patterns 
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