Criminology Lecture #5 October 9, 2015

The Basics:
· Methodology
· Collecting data
· How we study something
· The way we study something impacts the results and conclusions we make
· No methodology is objective/neutral 
· Always people behind the numbers choosing what they include and exclude
· Quantitative data
· The numbers
· Where we use data to measure a phenomenon 
· Often presented as neutral – not actually neutral
· Qualitative data
· The quality of the data
· Often observational research
· Interviews, focus groups, ethnography
· Usually more upfront/reflexive about the biases
· Mixed methods
· Research projects that combine both qualitative and quantitative data
· Not common 
· Very useful
· Statistics
· Aggregate/cumulative data
· Concerned with what’s common

How to measure crime:
· Defining crime
· Operationalization
· To define what it is your measuring – your scope
· Operationalize using the criminal code
· Awareness of criminal incidents
· We have to know it occurred in the first place in order to measure it


Collecting Crime Data
· Three main categories of how we collect
· Uniform Crime Report
· General Social Survey
· Self Reoit

Uniform Crime Report:
· 1962
· Police reports
· Data developed from police reports
· Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics – takes all the police reports to see what’s happening overall
· Standardized way of measuring
· Consistent
· Goal: to create an accurate picture of crime in Canada
· Critiques:
· Only reported crime
· More crimes being not reported than being reported
· ‘Seriousness rule’ - Only the most severe offence
· If multiple crimes have happened in one event only the most serious crime gets reported
· Reports crimes that do not lead to conviction
· Since it goes off police reports, it counts people who were proven innocent
· Since so many crimes aren’t reported it is more accurate to use police reports rather than just convictions


Fixing the UCR: The Crime severity index:
· Developed in 2009 to try to fix the representation of crime in Canada
· Problems with UCR:
1. Deflates total crime count because only reporting one crime
2. Inflates serious crimes
3. What constitutes seriousness?
a. If two crimes happen and it’s unclear, police officers have to choose – inconsistency 
Categories of UCR
· Crimes are weighted by how serious they are
· Weighted based on sentences
· Three Categories
1. Violent crime
2. Non-violent crime
3. Youth crime

Fixing the UCR: The crime funnel:
· Dark figure of crime
· The crimes that go unreported
· Police less likely to report:
· Giving a warning
· Close relationship between offender and victim
· Police more likely to report:
· Victim is higher status
· Crackdown
· If they’re on some sort of campaign
Stages the Crime funnel goes through:
· Criminal event
· Perceived activity as criminal
· Report crime
· Charge
· Conviction
· Sentencing

Victimization survey:
· Focus on victims of Criminal Code offences
· Nature and consequences of victimization
· Criminal justice responsegu
· Official response
· Attitudes towards crime

General social survey:
· 2/3 of all crime not reported to police
· Reasons for not reporting
· Not important
· Police can’t help
· Deal with it in another manner
· Critiques:
· Lack of honesty
· Difficult to access victims
· Memory fade
· Telescoping

Self-report studies:
· Hearing from the ‘criminal’
· Victimless crimes
·  ‘Criminal’ attributes
· Aattitudes
· Values
· Behaviours
· Offences 
· Critiques
· Lack of honesty
· Bias to minor offences
· ‘Missing case’ issue

Statistics: healthy scepticism:
· Statistics only tell one part of the story
· Example: incarceration rates
· Misleading
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Example: Over-representation of Aboriginal peoples
· Correlation vs. Causation

1969-1981 2500% increase in crime
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