CRCJ 1000 C- Lecture 4

Pre-Class Readings

Steeves, Valerie and Milford, Trevor Scott. (2015). “Chapter 2: The media: Shaping our understanding of crime”. In Neil Boyd (ed.), Understanding Crime in Canada, (pp. 27-46). Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications

Lecture Notes 

Why do we punish? (Review)

Section 7: everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and the right not to be deprived thereof except in accordance with the principles of fundamental justice.

Section 8: everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable search and seizure.

Section 9: Everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily detained or imprisoned.

Section 10: Everyone has the right on arrest or detention 
a) To be informed promptly of the reasons therefor
b) To retain and instruct counsel without delay and to be informed of that right; and
c) To have the validity of the detention determined by way of habeas corpus and to be released if the detention is not lawful

Section 11: Any person charged with an offense has the right to 
a) Be informed without unreasonable delay of the specific offense;
b) To be tried within a reasonable time;
c) Not be compelled to be a witness in proceedings against that person in respect of the offense
d) To be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to la in a fir and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal
e) Not to be denied reasonable bail without just cause

Section 12: everyone has the right not to be subjected to any cruel and unusual treatment or punishment. 

Crime and the Media

The Impact of the Media- Reactions to Crime in the Media 

· Criminal prototypes- The stereotype of criminals that you get from the media (Not an accurate portrayal)
· Media effects (ex: The Bulger Case) - the concept that exposure to media has on behaviour. Attempts to explain why crime happens based on media. (Ex: young people exposed to violent media will behave aggressively)
· Media Panics- the idea that a certain type of media effects us and then it dissipates 
· Cultural Criminology (Media and culture mutually constituted)- culture and media create each other

Sousveillance

The many watching the few. The public holding bureaucratic organizations to account. 

· Watching the watchers
-Rodney King
-Eric Garner
-Adam Nobody


Media’s role in moral panics

· Problem Frame
· Skewed reporting
· Over-representation of violent crime- 6% of crime is violent and 50% of reported crime is violent
· Manufacturing news- fear sells. New is not discovered, its manufactured. They are chosen and written for a variety of reasons such as ratings, which makes it not always accurate.

Moral Panic

· “when a condition, episode, person or group of persons emerges to become defined as a threat to societal values and interests” 
· Folk devils- The people targeted as the problem people or group-scapegoat
· Moral entrepreneurs- person or people who have an interest in creating folk devils

Elements of a moral panic

1) A suitable enemy- someone who is easy to seem like a folk devil
2) A suitable victim- someone people sympathize with and see as innocent and weak. Someone that we identify with. 
3) A widespread problem- 



Where do moral panics come from?

1) Grassroots theory- comes from the bottom up. Comes from well meaning citizens trying to make change. 
2) Elite-engineered theory- groups such as government that use moral panics to divert the attention away from other pressing issues
3) Interest group theory- mothers against drunk driving etc. 

Features of a moral panic

1) Concern
2) Hostility
3) Consensus
4) Disproportionate response
5) Volatility 

The ideal victim 

1) Weak victim
2) Engaged in reputable activities
3) Blameless
4) Aggressive perpetrator
5) No personal relationship between perpetrator and victim

Example: missing and murdered indigenous women

· John Martin Crawford
· More than 500 missing or murdered aboriginal women
· 225 unsolved cases
· [bookmark: _GoBack]highway of teasrs
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