CRCJ 1000 C- Lecture 2

Pre-Class Reading

1. Boyd, Neil. (2015). “Chapter 1: What is criminology”. In Neil Boyd (ed.), Understanding Crime in Canada, (pp. 7-24). Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications

Criminology isi the scientific study of crime and crime is an act punishable by law; an evil act, a shame, a senseless act.

The emergence of criminology in the postwar era: the social backdrop

[bookmark: _GoBack]Urbanization and industrialization where what affected crime most significantly at this point of time. 

Lecture Notes

What is criminology? (Chapter 1 In the Textbook)

Defining criminology

Criminology is the body of knowledge regarding crime as a social phenomenon. It includes within its scope the process of making laws, and of reacting to the breaking of laws. The objective of criminology is the development of a body of general principles and of other types of knowledge regarding this process of law, crime and treatment. (Sutherland & Cressey 1960)

 Crime is ever-changing and very broad. It examines not only what has been committed, but what factors affect why. Criminologists look into the rehabilitation of criminals by examining the psychological aspects of criminals. 

What is the study of crime?

CRIMINOLOGY- crime control and penology- CRIMINAL JUSTICE (cops, courts and corrections)-criminalization/legalization- DEVIANCE- sociology of law (how we regulate people through the law)- back to CRIMINOLOGY

Categories of criminological study

1. Defining crime/ criminals
2. The origins and role of law (history of criminal law, why are bills created, what social factors brought about certain laws and certain times, what makes you criminalize a certain object or act.)
3. The social distribution of crime (Trends, stats, geographically where crimes are being committed, crime rate due to time, who is committing crimes demographically)
4. The cause of crime (behavioural research, why people are “more prone” to committing crimes or being a law abiding citizen, who do we consider criminal)
5. Patterns of criminal behaviour (studying a type of crime and investigating who the offenders are and under what circumstances the crimes occur. How do we prevent it?)
6. Social reactions to crime (Criminal justice system, how do we react, public opinion)

The history of criminology

· Criminal Code of Canada (1892) written by sir John Thompson
· Modernization of the criminal justice system
· 20th century- urbanization (mass influx of people changed position on laws, added new categories: organized crime, prostitution, drunkenness in public. The visibility of crime warranted laws.)
-example: Canada’s anti-drug laws. In 1870’s drunkenness and drug use began to be considered deviant. The racialization of Chinese immigrants caused laws against opium to form. The Chinese were immigrating to Canada because of the opportunities with the gold rush and the railroad.  Citizens viewed the Chinese as taking these jobs away from Canadians. The Chinese were being paid less, so they were more likely to be hired. Chinese people often owned opium dens. People believed that the opium dens for recreational use was corrupting white women and causing them to be prostitutes. Criminalization of racial minorities. 1908 opium act soon became the anti-opium and drug act. 1912- there were 342 convictions, 3 years later there were 1,375 convictions. Cocaine was also racialized because of the black users of this drug. The fear of cocaine was that addicted black men would now fight their lynching and revolt against slavery. The foundation of our criminal law is built on race. 1 in 3 black men in the United States born today will end up in prison. This is absolutely related to the way our laws were created out of racialization. 

The 1960s- 1970s: The rise of criminology

· Economic crisis (unemployment, poverty, and jobs created only as part-time no benefits)
· Urban sprawl	(suburbs became popular: white middle class Canadians, those left downtown were immigrants and lower class population)
· increased crime rate:
1. Opportunity (auto theft is suddenly a thing because owning cars is a thing, people were out of the house because men and women were not home)
2. Baby boomers (there were more young men to commit crime, more access to disposable income, less to do, strong desire for consumerism)	
3. Changing attitudes (less social control, relaxed norms, women go to work, sex drugs and rock and roll, hippies, less informal supervision in communities)
· Cultural shift (civil rights movement, second wave feminism, people are questioning the states power over their bodies and their lives)

Criminology Types and theories

· Classical Criminology
· Positivist Criminology- Social science needs to be identical and logic to natural science
· Critical Criminology- Requires hard data and numbers, scientific experiments. Who has power?
· Convict criminology
· Public criminology
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