Lecture II
Linguistics 1310
Christie Brien Ph.D

Descriptive grammar: the systematic study and description of a language. Descriptive grammar refers to the structure of a language as it is actually used by speakers and writers.

Prescriptive grammar: a set of rules and examples dealing with the syntax and word structures of a language, usually intended as an aid to the learning of that language. Prescriptive grammar refers to the structure of a language as certain people think it should be used.

Origins of Prescriptive Rules
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Overt prestige 
	Upward mobility
	Overt versus covert prestige
	Covert:	Toughness
Manliness, 	
Kindness, 
Sense of belonging to a cohesive group
	Flight of the elite
		Trends in language change 
		As the mass catch up, the language changes
		Those who create these trends, are the elite
		This is how people usually maintain social status

Written vs. Spoken Language 
	Written:
· Written language is a more conservative language 
· More resistant to change
· Supports prescriptivists’ arguments as they view language as a basis for spoken language
· Prescriptive language was decided by people of power
· Latin was seen as a “less” than spoken language
· Latin was rarely spoken
· Elite class decided certain rules in language
. i.e no preposition at the end of a sentence

Spoken Language:
· Spoken language is the basis for written language
· Children learn to speak first
· Very few children fail at speaking
· Many languages have never been written
· Oral culture pre-dates the written tradition
· Usually object of descriptive linguistics 
· All language are equally complex, and no language is more accurate than another 

Importance of Standard Language
· The standard is the most widely accepted and broadly understood form of a language
· In some cases, it is officially sanctioned by a government 
· Standard is most often used for a second language teaching

Synchrony vs Diachrony 
**Synchrony and diachrony are two different and complementary viewpoints in linguistic analysis: a diachronic approach considers the development and evolution of a language through history. Synchronic is the analysis of a dialect at a specific point in time. 
· Historical Linguistics
· Study of process of language change
· Comparison of a language at 2 or more points in time
· Compare related languages and look at how they diverge from earlier form
· English is derived from Western Germanic 

Grammar:
Sounds - phonetics and phonology
Words - morphology
Sentences - syntax
Meaning - semantics 

· Empirical data
· Informants or consultants are native speakers of a language who provide this empirical data
· Sometimes people violate grammatical rules that they unconsciously acquired as a child 
· These mistakes are not systematic
1. Slips of the tongue
a. Getting your mords wixed
      2. Stuttering or False Stats
1. Let’s...let’s go shopping
1. I went...I saw the birds
      3.  Freudian slip - substituting a word you didn’t mean to say

Linguistic Competence
	People sub- or unconsciously-acquired knowledge of the grammar
	Allows one to produce and understand a theoretically infinite number of grammatical 
utterances 
		i.e: developing words, nicknames and onamonapias that are understood by others 

Linguistic Performance
	May contain errors that do not reflect competence 

Intuition
Garden Path Sentences 
	i.e: The horse ran past the barn fell.
	It was the boy that the girl ran past who fell 

Metalinguistic Awareness
Difference between competence and metalinguistic knowledge of a language
Competence: Speaker’s subconsciously acquired knowledge of the grammar of a language
Metalinguistic awareness/knowledge: Conscious knowledge about one’s own unconscious 
competence 
· Linguistics possess more metalinguistic awareness than the average person
· Children’s metalinguistic awareness increases as they mature
· One does not need to have metalinguistic awareness to have competence 
· Competence allows people to judge what is grammatical in language and what is not
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