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Dark Romanticism/Gothic Literature
· The word “gothic” originally referred to the Goths, an early Germanic tribe, then came to signify “Germanic”, then “medieval” 
· According to MH Abrams, the principal aim of Early Gothic Fiction was to evoke terror by exploiting mystery and a variety of horrors
· In time, the term gothic extended to a type of fiction which lacks the exotic setting of the earlier romances, but develops a brooding atmosphere of gloom and terror

Young Goodman Brown – Nathaniel Hawthorne
· Goodman Brown sets off on a journey with an evil purpose
· Brown meets the Devil 
· He his hoping that his wife, Faith, will not turn to evil
· When he returns he does not trust anyone and lives his life in fear
· Symbolically his wife symbolizes Faith and God

Realism
· In the 19th century the literary representation of “reality” in its various manifestations (natural, social, psychological) came to be valued more than the symbolic representation of universal truths
· An expectation that art should accord with reality
· Realism is “mimetic” – A Greek word denoting the limitation, in writing striped of pretension and artifice, of the people, places, events that compose contemporary life

Up the Coulee – Hamlin Garland
· Howard is going back to his hometown where he grew up
· Reminiscing on his childhood as they drive through the hills, valleys, by the coulee
· His brother is mad at him because he hasn’t come to visit in a long time
· Howard buys the old farm for his mother 
· Howard is an actor; he is a romantic 
· Realism tries to incorporate sounds and smells as well as sight

Naturalism 
· Naturalism is generally regarded as a variant of Realism
· Naturalism diverged from the ordinary and mundane, and, like Romance, depicted the extraordinary and the extreme 
· Best to regard it as harboring elements of both Realism and Romance
· Naturalism was deeply inspired by the evolutionary theory of Charles Darwin
· Its focus is on how environmental forces shape individuality reflected Darwin’s theory of evolution through natural selection
· Two camps of Naturalism: those dealing with the harshness of biological necessity and those dealing with humans in their socioeconomic environment
· Major themes:
· Determinism
· Survival
· Violence
· Taboo
· Though the individual in a naturalist novel is basically determined by forces out of his control and doomed to sickness and death, the species, as a whole, has the potential to evolve

The Open Boat – Stephen Crane
· The story is a lot more impersonal – an element of naturalist fiction 
· The story of men in a boat, riding along a rough sea through day and night
· They are hoping for someone to rescue them because they are getting weak
· Took turns paddling and sleeping 
· When they got close enough to shore they had to start swimming to shore
· Not everyone made it; some died 
· The story is an experience the author went through himself

Regionalism 
· A local-colour or regionalist story is one in which place not only serves as background but also plays a prominent role in the story’s foreground 
· A reader is always aware of the setting: it becomes an inextricable part of the story’s texture, influencing such elements as plot, theme, atmosphere, characterization, and character’s speech
· Settings are usually depicted as someplace outside the mainstream, at a distance from national centres of financial, political, or cultural power
· For some, regionalism offered a kind of romantic escape from the transitory, fugitive, and contingent nature of modernity to a simpler place and time by focusing on rooted community’s slower lives based on tradition and lasting ties 

Winter’s Bone – Daniel Woodrell
· To a certain extent, they live outside of the modern world but they also seem to be connected to it in a way 
· Hunting plays a major role – connected to nature
· Sexism and gender bias – Ree subverts gender roles
· Large presence of meth in the town
· Ree learns that her father, Jessup, has put up the house for bail
· Ree searches for her father, but no one will help her or tell her where he is
· Ree acts as the caretaker of her brothers and mother
· After gaining help unexpectedly, Ree is led to her father’s dead body 

The Novel
· The term novel is applied to a great variety of writings that have in common only the attribute of being extended works of fiction written in prose
· “Prose” means writing that is not in verse form – whether metric, or free
· As an extended narrative, the novel is distinguished from the short story, and from the works of middle length called the novelette or novella
· Different forms of the modern novel:
· Novel of incident
· Novel of character
· Epistolary novel
· Realist novel
· Social novel
· Historical novel
· Regional novel
· Novel of magic realism
· The Modernist Novel – a literary genre associated with a radical break from tradition, both in terms of form and meaning; seeks to represent the experiences of living in a deracinated and meaningless world
· Magic Realism
· A literary genre that introduces unrealistic elements or incredible events, in a matter of fact way, into an apparent realistic narrative
· Closely related to but distinct from another literary genre – “the fantastic”
· The Fantastic is a literary genre which employs supernatural imagery in an equivocal manner so that readers, and often, characters, are left in uncertainty about the nature of the reality described 
· In magic realism, the supernatural is not presented as problematic – it is an ordinary and everyday occurrence

Beloved – Toni Morrison
· Sethe lives in Cincinnati, Ohio – free state
· Flashbacks of Sweet Home are of Kentucky in the pre-civil war era – slave state 
· Somewhat fits into the category of modernism – rejects the idea that modern reality is meaningless
· Can be characterized in many ways: historical, social, gothic, magic, etc.
· Magic Realism in the story:
· Not a traditional ghost story – more taken for granted by the characters 
· Part of the ontology of the world that they live in
· Beloved is like a physical embodiment of magic realism
· The hungry ghost – states that we cycle through in life
· Always speaking of hunger – can never eat enough to fulfill their appetite
· The idea of absence when Paul D enters the house with no Beloved – returned to her supernatural state
· Paul D wants to put his story next to Sethe’s – the idea of a happy ending
Horror/Supernaturalism
· A literary genre that often downplays the importance of things such as character and plot and focuses primarily on creating an atmosphere evocative of metaphysical fear
· Joshi – what differentiates supernatural horror from other related genres is its principle focus on the emotion of fear
· In supernatural horror, the fear is never rationally explained away or relived in any manner
· Lovecraft – The supernatural horror story represents the crystallization or symbolization of a definite human mood
· Metaphysical fear – the fear that obtains in the fact of that most terrible conception of the human brain 

The Black Cat – Edgar Allan Poe
· The work of Poe revolutionized and transformed supernatural horror fiction in so profound and multifaceted a way that it could plausibly be maintained that the genre, as a serious contribution to literature, only began with him
· The character in the story was very fond of and loved animals and had a black cat 
· He became moody and irritable and one night he cut the cat’s eye out
· He later hung the cat from a tree
· He began to have hallucinations of cats – a new cat showed up
· One day, the cat tried to trip him and he attempted to kill it but his wife stopped him, so he killed her instead
· He hid her in the walls of the basement and accidently put the cat in there too
· When the police came, the cat was making noises and it made him go crazy

The Outsider – H.P. Lovecraft
· H.P. Lovecraft has become the dominant figure in twentieth century weird fiction
· Narrator is very lonely and has never had contact with another person
· He cannot remember anything about himself and his past 
· He lives in a dark castle in an endless forest and has never seen light or another person
· He has never left his castle – he only knows about the outside from the books he reads
· The narrator decides to free himself by climbing a staircase 
· He finds a trapdoor in the ceiling and finds himself in the ground of another world
· He is in an old churchyard and finds another castle 
· When he finally comes into contact with other people, they are terrified 
· He becomes frightened that there is something near him – he slowly approaches a presence in the room 
· He touches the creature, and becomes horrified – he runs back to his castle 
· He cannot get back into his old world, so he is forever an outsider
· What he felt was the surface of a polished glass mirror 

Dr. Locrian’s Asylum – Thomas Ligotti 
· This story is about an old asylum that has a history of lost souls
· The character in the story is tearing it down because it doesn’t look nice in the town
· The son of the old doctor visits the character and warns him that what he did was bad
· The result of tearing down the asylum seems to unleash lost spirits, who now appear in every upstairs window haunting the town
· This progresses the town to burn down every building and no one attempts to rebuild it afterwards

Southern Gothic Fiction
· Investigating madness, decay, despair, and the continuing pressures of the past upon the present, particularly with resect to the lost ideals of a dispossessed southern aristocracy as the continuance of racial hostilities 
· It takes up many of the themes of traditional Gothic literature, but looks at them in the context of the American South
· In Southern Gothic fiction the castle is replaced by the decaying plantation, the decaying home, or simply, decaying Southern culture and people
· Many characters are coping with the legacy of slavery and/or the Old South 
· Contains many Grotesque characters, deformed both in body and mind
· Often deals with the Supernatural, but this is not always the case – often ambiguous
· Religious obsession is a frequent theme

A Rose for Emily – William Faulkner
· A major theme in this story is death
· Everything is going on based around the house
· Many elements of grandeur when describing the house
· A story of the death of Emily – the entire town attended her funeral but no one had been to her house in ten years
· The narrator talks about a time when Emily resisted inquiry of a smell from her home, just after her father had died and her soon-to-be husband abandoned her
· When her father dies, Emily denies that he is dead for three days before finally turning the body over for burial
· Emily has a love affair with a man named Homer
· She goes to the drug store to purchase arsenic, and does not offer an explanation as to why she wants it
· One night, Homer is seen entering the home but never seen again
· Nothing is heard from Emily until she dies, at age 74
· At her funeral, the townspeople open the door to the sealed upstairs room 
· They find the room full of items for an upcoming wedding, and a man’s suit laid out
· On the bed, Homer’s body is stretched out with an indentation of a head in the pillow beside him, and a long strand of Emily’s hair

Grotesque Realism
· A literary form that distorts the commonplace in violent and comic ways in order to evoke mystery
· Represents the invisible or ideal negatively, through what they are not
· Southern writers write about freaks because they are still able to recognize the conception of man, in the main theological
· The theological conception of man is that he was created in the image of God
· So the freak is measured by his distance from this theological ideal
· Is negative, or “apophatic” in its method – it tries to represent mystery through what it is not

A Good Man is Hard to Find – Flannery O’Connor
· In a lot of O’Connor’s work, the freakishness of grotesque characters is connected to a nihilistic vision of reality 
· Nihilism regards religious belief and moral virtue as mere social conventions and psychological delusions, not as realities grounded in reason or revelation
· In the story, the grandmother convinces her son, Bailey and his wife, to take the family to Tennessee for vacation instead of Florida
· She points out an article about “the Misfit”, an escaped convict heading toward Florida
· In the car, the grandmother begins telling stories to the children of her past
· She remembers that a plantation she once visited is nearby – the children get excited and want to go and see it, so Bailey gives in
· She soon realizes that the house was in Tennessee, not Georgia – she gets scared, and startles Bailey, who then gets in an accident, wrecking the car
· A passing car stops and three men get out carrying guns 
· The grandmother realizes she recognizes one of them as the Misfit
· The grandmother tells the Misfit he is a good man 
· She keeps encouraging him to pray 
· He says he went to a prison for a crime he can’t remember doing – the psychiatrist told him he’d killed his father
· The grandmother tries to encourage the Misfit to pray to Jesus – he says he is like Jesus because his punishment wasn’t fit to the crime people said he committed 
· The Misfit and his men shoot the kids, Bailey, and the grandmother

The Absurd
· A feeling of profound disunion between man and his world
· The “denseness” and “strangeness” of the world 
· The experience of absurdity depends on two poles:
· Humanity, who, guided by reason, seek unity and coherence in the world of phenomena
· A world, that, guided by contingency and irrationality, refuses to satisfy that rational demand
· If you get rid of either pole, the experience of absurdity vanishes
· The Absurd Hero:
· Profoundly aware of this disjunction – represents his tragedy as well as his glory
· He must live without hope and in the face of certain death, but this fatal hopelessness becomes a source of freedom
· Lives in a state of “metaphysical revolt” – the certainty of a crushing fate, without the resignation that ought to accompany it
· The Absurd refers to an experience of estrangement or alienation between a rational humanity and an irrational world. This experience inspired a literature of absurdity which, in its purest form, is both thematically and formally absurd
· It is about the absurd – dealing with the problem of man’s alienation in an incomprehensible world 
· It is itself absurd – relatively alienating and incomprehensible to a rational intellect

Bartleby the Scrivener – Herman Melville
· Deals with the problem of absurdity thematically
· The narrator is more of an absurd hero than Bartleby
· The narrator is a Lawyer in New York 
· He has three scriveners – Turkey, Nippers, and Bartleby
· For the first few days he works, Bartleby is a very good worker
· Soon, though, Bartleby begins to say no to the lawyer’s requests, replying “I would prefer not to”
· The lawyer begins to notice that Bartleby does not eat, never leaves the office, etc.
· When the lawyer tries to fire Bartleby, he will not leave
· Since Bartleby will not leave, the lawyer buys a new office 
· A few days after, he is confronted by people that tell him Bartleby is now hanging around inside the building all day
· Bartleby refuses any request to move and is arrested as a vagrant and sent to prison
· The lawyer visits him, but Bartleby wants nothing to do with him
· Again, the lawyer visits him and discovers that he has died
· He learns that he used to be a scrivener in the dead letter office, and wonders if that is what drove him to this behaviour

The End – Samuel Beckett
· The character is an absurd hero: he lives without hope and in the face of certain death; he knows the end is near, and lets that become his freedom
· The story is absurd literature: the preacher alienates him from the rest of the people; he feels like he is not from the planet; everything he does is strange; his glory is in odd jobs
· In the story, the character gets released from some type of institution 
· He finds a place to stay, where he is eventually ripped off by the woman who owned the place, and kicked out
· He ends up with a man he used to know in a cave, but he does not like it there
· He goes to the cabin in the mountains, which is very old and decayed
· He becomes homeless, begging on the street for money each day 
· A man preaches about him and how homelessness is a crime
· He gets in a boat in his cabin, closes the top, and refuses to move
· He starts to have delusions, and soon dies in this way

Postmodernism
·  “Incredulity towards metanarratives” - people no longer believe in grand totalizing narratives such as the progressive unfolding of Enlightenment reason, or the emancipation of the downtrodden masses, because they can no longer make sense of experience
· In the absence of such universal schemes, all knowledge and meaning become local and contingent – there are no more universals or absolutes
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Often associated with a school of through known as post structuralism - sought to reveal disturbances, disparities, differences, and de-centerings
· As we have studied it, refers to a sensibility, philosophy, or aesthetic style that expresses a profound skepticism regarding Western culture and its dominating narratives and principles

Me and Miss Mandible – Donald Barthelme
· This story is composed of diary entries, from the experience of a thirty-five-year-old insurance claims adjuster 
· He has been made a fifth-grade student as punishment for something he did wrong at his job
· He believes that his teacher, Miss. Mandible wants him sexually
· He is distracted by Sue Ann, another student in the class
· The narrator talks about the activities and conflicts in the class
· He learns to accommodate his situation by smoking in the boys’ bathroom with the other students and packing his own lunch 
· At the end of the story, Sue Ann finds him having sex with Miss Mandible and he tries to convince the school that he is actually thirty-five 
· The voice of the narrator is ironic and absurd – he does not view what is going on around him from an ironic perspective though
· Postmodern irony 

Other Terms
· Allegory – a literary narrative in which characters, actions, or settings, have both a literal meaning as well as a second order of figurative meaning – ex. Young Goodman Brown makes perfect sense literary but it can also be read figuratively, and have a totally different meaning
· Historical Context – refers to the historical setting in which a work of fiction takes place, including the political, social, and economic relations that define the period
· The Uncanny – refers to an experience in which something once familiar reemerges in an unfamiliar light. It is often associated with the return of repressed memories of the reemergence of primitive or archaic beliefs – ex. The Black Cat someone living in a world where they belief in the ideas of ghosts and demons
· Mimesis – refers to a technique in realist fiction through which an author creates the illusion of life; refers to the literary imitation of objective reality 
· Metaphor – a figurative use of language by which a word or phrase denoting one thing is applied to something else without a comparison being asserted 
· Atmosphere – the atmosphere of a work of fiction refers to its emotional tone or mood
· Nihilism – refers to the erosion of age-old metaphysical and moral certainties, and the consequent experience of meaningless and absurdity that was widely expressed in the twentieth century philosophy and literature 
· Adaptation – refers to the transformation of a literary work in the form of another medium such as film, or television – ex. In the Winter’s Bone movie there is not snow, but that is evident in the book
· Gender Role – refers to the socially constructed role that a member of a particular sex is expected to assume; these roles can either be supported or challenged in works of literature – ex. Ree in Beloved
· Character – refers to the representation of a person that, in various ratios, is combined of individual and typified elements; the character in question is both individual and typical, representing herself and something larger than herself – ex. Faith in Young Goodman Brown
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