The Public Sphere									2015-12-04
- Three ways the public sphere is invoked
- Range of “voices” that are allowed/invited to participate in debates (e.g. politicians, journalists)
	- “Public opinion”
	- “Dumbing down” of media = number/quality/diversity of news has been diminished 
		- Replaced with entertainment to boost ratings
		- Treating citizens as consumers 

The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere
- Public Sphere: realm of social life where public opinion can be formed; open to every citizen 
- Citizens behave as a public body when they confer in unrestricted fashion about matters of general interest	and step out of private roles (e.g. business people) 
- Public opinion = task of criticism/control public body of citizens formally practices (e.g. elections) 
- Public sphere mediates between state and society = state not part of public sphere 
- Public sphere developed during 18th century in coffee houses 
- Large organizations strive for political compromises with the state and each other = exclude public sphere
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Public communication is controlled by a “public body of organized public individuals” (PR people etc.) = undermines public sphere 
