The Communist Manifesto
Part 1: Bourgeois and proletarians: The history of all society hitherto is the history of class struggles
· Class struggles have been evident throughout history, ever since societies began.
· Oppressor and oppressed stand in constant opposition to each other
· Modern bourgeois society is a continuation of earlier class antagonism, but specified (instead of several distinct classes, society is separated into two: the proletariat and the bourgeoisie)
· Colonialism has added to the power of the bourgeoisie (commerce, etc.)
· The manufacturing system took the place of the feudal system or the guild system of industry
· Big industry emerged, which established a world market
· Industry has been extended, so has the bourgeoisie
· Bourgeoisie now has tremendous political influence
· The executive of the state has the purpose of managing the “common affairs” of the bourgeoisie
· Destroyed feudal, patriarchal and idyllic relations
· Turned every relation into a monetary relation (including the family)
· Demands the constant, radical transformation of production, and has established itself in every part of the world
· National industries have been destroyed or are being destroyed
· All countries become part of civilization
· The rule of the towns
· The creation of enormous cities
· Nations are dependent on the towns
· barbarian and semi-barbarian states are dependent on civilized states
· There is a recurring pattern, whereby crises provoked by the insufficient conditions of production, are beyond the control of the bourgeoisie
· How is this overcome?
· The destruction of the productive forces
· The conquest of new markets and by more thorough exploitation of the old production forces
· The bourgeoisie has forged the weapons with which it will be destroyed, as well as having created those who will hold these weapons- the proletarians
· Proletarians
· Can only live if they have work, and have work as long as their labour increases capital
· Are a commodity
· Thus, they are exposed to the competition of the market
· The work is repetitive, drudgery; the worker is an appendage of the machine
· Great factories have replaced small workshops
· Workers organized like soldiers
· Works hierarchically
· Less skill and exertion of strength is a pattern of industrial development
· Increase in women workers
· Worker is not only at the mercy of the bourgeois owner of the factory, but of his landlord, the shopkeeper, etc.
· Proletariat recruited from all sectors of the population, for example from the lower middle classes who lack capital
· The birth of the proletariat begins the struggle against the bourgeoisie
· Begins small (individual labourer, next  a factory, etc.)
· Fight the enemies of their enemies (the remnants of absolute monarchy, the landowners etc.) but not the bourgeoisie
· Increase in numbers, increase in strength
· Ever more fluctuating wages
· Breaking into riots
· Sometimes workers are victorious, but only for a little while
· The immediate results are not as important as the long-term consequences
· The centralization of the workers, helped by enhanced means of communication
· The organization of the proletarians is unsettled by competition between workers, but they always rise up again
· The bourgeoisie is in an on-going struggle:
· First with the aristocracy
· Later with the portion of the bourgeoisie with diverging interests
· Period of dissolution within ruling class, some break out and join the revolutionary class (just like in the past, when parts of the nobility joined the bourgeoisie, parts of the bourgeoisie join the proletarians- the future)
· The middling levels fight against the bourgeoisie to keep their class from extinction

· The proletarian is stripped of national character by modern industrial labour
· A movement of the majority, for the majority
· The fight is, first, a national one
· Society can no longer live under the bourgeoisie
· The creation of big industry has ensured the bourgeoisie of its demise
· The victory of the proletariat is inevitable


Part 2: Proletarians and Communists
· Communists are not a party distinct from other workers parties
· They do not have interests separate from the proletariat as a whole
· Bring together the shared interests of the proletariat, independent of nationality
· Are the most resolute section of the workers parties of every country
· Aim: “formation of the proletariat into a class, overthrow of the bourgeois rule, conquest of political power by the proletariat”
· Abolition of bourgeois property as a goal, abolition of private property
· Work of the proletarian does not produce property, but capital
· Capital is a collective product, and is thus not a personal but a social power
· Wage-labour
· Minimum wage: means of subsistence necessary to keep the worker functioning as a worker
· Worker is only useful for the accumulation of capital, and only lives so long as he is useful to the bourgeoisie
· Want to abolish this
· For communists, the accumulation of labour is a means to expand and enrich the workers way of life, unlike for the bourgeois
· For the bourgeois, freedom = free trade, free buying and selling.
· Communism merely deprives the one sector of society to subjugate others’ labour
· A criticism has been that with the abolition of private property, effort will cease and laziness will take over
· But: the bourgeoisie is idyll
· The bourgeois is worried that the loss of class culture is equal to the loss of culture itself
· But this “culture”  was born of bourgeois production and property
· Destruction of the family?
· Destruction of the bourgeois family
· The bourgeois sees in his wife only an instrument of production
· “Bourgeois marriage is in reality a communality system of wives”
· The communist reproached for desiring to abolish countries and nationality
· Workers have no fatherland, one cannot take from them what they don’t have
· National differences and antagonisms are vanishing, with free trade, the world market and uniformity in industrial production
· Will continue especially with the supremacy of the proletariat
· Intellectual production changes along with material production
· The ruling ideas of the age are the ideas of the ruling class
· The communist revolution is the most radical rupture with traditional property relations
· The measures that need to be taken: “
1. Expropriation of landed property and application of ground rent of land to state expenditures
2. A heavy progressive tax
3. Abolition of right of inheritance
4. Confiscation of the Property of all emigrants and rebels.
5. Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state through a national bank with state capital and an exclusive monopoly.
6. Centralization of all modes of transportation in the hands of the state.
7. Expansion of national factories and instruments of production owned by the state; reclamation and improvement  of estates according to a common plan
8. Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.
9. Combination of agriculture and industry, to effect the gradual undoing of the opposition between town and country.
10. Free public education for all children. Doing away with children’s faculty labour in its present form. Combination of education with material production etc, etc.”
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