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- Man observing people in crowds from a coffee shop
- People with business-like demeanor = determined and moved quickly without impatience 
- Other group of people were restless in their movements = seemed lost/confused 
- There were pick-pockets (who looked well dressed) and gamblers (done up in chains etc.) 

- Narrator starts following this old man who keeps moving between crowds 
	- When a crowd dispersed, he looked for another one
	- The old man is desperate to connect with someone, to not be alone

Technology and Ideology: The Case of the Telegraph
- Telegraph dominated by first great industrial monopoly (Western Union)
- Provided setting in which modern techniques for management of complex enterprises were first worked out
- Telegraph first product of electrical goods industry = first of science/engineering based industries
- Telegraph brought about changes in nature of language, ordinary knowledge, and structures of awareness
- Telegraph was a watershed in communication = freed communication from constraints of geography 
	- Transition model 

Telegraph and Ideology
Telegraph and Monopoly Capitalism 
- Telegraph demanded new body of law, economic theory, political arrangements, management techniques, organizational structures, and scientific rationales to justify monopolies
- Telegraph and railways = social relations between anonymous buyers and sellers 

Telegraph and Religious Imagery 
-  Telegraph was linked to language of religious aspiration and secular millenarianism = “rhetoric of the electrical sublime” 
	- Invisibility of electricity/telegraph prompted religious/philosophical idealists  
- Telegraph seen as a way to quickly spread the Christian message 
	- Seen as a means of using opposite poles of electrical sublime = desire for peace/harmony/	self-sufficiency with wish for power/profit/productivity 
- Telegraph = promise to bind the country together 
- Communication drove 18th century ideas of universalism = brotherhood of universal man (people were people, everywhere the same)
- Communication seen as mediator between middle-class aspiration and capitalist/imperial development

Effect of Telegraph on Ordinary Ideas
- Telegraph changed way news was reported = less words, more “objective” 
	- Demand for formal language 
- Telegraph changed forms of social relations mediated by language = displaced a fiduciary (use of tall stories etc. in journalism) relationship between writer and reader 
- Led to a factory-like newsroom where news was treated more like a commodity due to sheer volume of allowed news through telegraph 

- Telegraph allowed for coordinating in military operations and multinational business 
- Transition from colonialism (power with domestic governor) to imperialism (power by imperial capital) 
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Telegraph and the Market
- Telegraph allowed for selective control/transmission of information 
- Use of the telegraph as both a model of and a mechanism for control of physical movement of things 
	- E.g. controlling of when trains should switch tracks 
- Allowed for standardization of market pricing 
	- Closed down geographical uncertainty in prices and opened up uncertainty of time
- Arbitrage: nearly simultaneous purchase and sale of securities/foreign exchange in different markets to profit from price discrepancies
	- Declined with telegraph = people could know prices of other markets 
- Telegraph allowed transmitting of knowledge of prices and crop conditions 
- Future trading required markets to be made relatively unresponsive to local conditions of supply/demand
- Development of future trading depended on ability to trade/circulate negotiable things independently of actual physical movements of goods 
- Future trading = grading system of products 
- Info had to move independently of/faster than products
- Prices to be uniform in space
- Commodities separated from receipts that represent them 

- Telegraphs led to standardization of time = time grid could be used to control/coordinate activities within the grid space
- Telegraph allowed for the penetration of the time zones of the “Sabbath” and nighttime = newspapers ran on Sundays and there was broadcasting at night

The Roaring Twenties
- Sound is a crucial aspect of the urban experience = shapes and shaped by social/physical dimensions of the city
- Aural history = aims to recover meaning of sound 
	- Enter mindset of people who perceived those sounds 
- Could find sound compelling because digital noise threatens to overwhelm us = total noise (tsunami of info that constantly challenges human capacity to focus)
	- Possible longing for old-fashioned problem of physical sounds
- Idea of noise as a cultural problem 
- 21th century question may be for quietude than quiet, state of response that reconnects us with materiality/locality of our lives 

