In using theories of Peter Brown of the saints or ascetics as revered patrons for their followers as discussed by Gerard Vallee, please explain the life of Mary of Egypt as a powerful symbol of Christianity

Mary of Egypt (ca. 344 – ca. 421) is revered as the patron saint of penitents, most particularly in the 
Orthodox catholic churches as well in the angelical catholic churches. Her early travails of begging for money by an insatiable and an irrepressible passion towards sexual favors she granted to men so that she could be on her way to  Jerusalem to see the great feast looks ironical and paradoxically very shameful . her experiences relate of her encounter with the divine that  when she tried to enter the Church of the Holy Sepulcher for the celebration, she was barred from doing so by an unseen force. Understanding that this happened because she was bodily so impure ,Realizing that this was because of her impurity, she was struck with remorse, and on seeing an icon of the virgin Mary she prayed for forgiveness and promised to give up the world and became an ascetic. Then she attempted again to enter the church, and this time was permitted in. 
She confessed to her bodily sins when she heard a calling, "If you cross the Jordan, you will find glorious rest/ true peace." She went there, received absolution and Holy Communion. Today  she is revered as a saint . she has been heard to be  in communion with God has been described by Gerard Vallee  as one of the most powerful  idolaters  of Christianity in Egypt.
Her description as a deeply tanned, emaciated old woman with unkempt gray hair, either naked or covered by the mantle she borrowed from Zosimas. She is often shown with the three loaves of bread she bought before undertaking her journey into the desert. She lived the rest of her life as a hermit in  penitence .Gerard Vallee says that though Mary of Egypt was agnostic, lived in  shame and was said to be living with Satan did find solace and retribution with the most divine of gods.  What did this prove of heresics?, Hence attribution  with a good example of Mary of Egypt cannot be said to be relevant in studies of agnostic Christianity  because ,Mary did renounce her sinful ways not at the instance of someone but a calling
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Added up:
A saint or an ascetic is one who has renounced material life to pursue the teachings of God. In renouncing their material life they accept to work for the welfare of the people and in spreading the words of god and his kingdom.  Though Mary of Egypt was not a saint and did nothing that would make her a saint, her renouncement of al material wealth and belonging and her absolute surrender to the Virgin mother and some  divine countenance makes her a saint .
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