Greek Mythology Midterm 1

Introduction
Sea
-scattered with islands
-significant because not an open ocean you can cross
Early Monumental Mediterranean Civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt
-produce civilization earlier than the Greeks
-fertile Crescent, rivers create fertile land
Sea-islands, Mountains and Valleys
-independent communities: small scale farmers (you can survive independently with own political entity)
-limited agricultural and land resources: olive trees, grapes, grain
-have to travel to get supplies, being surrounded by the sea is good for trade
-seafaring and trade Communication Migration
Buxton map (12-13)
-mild climate in Greece (no hot summers)
-area where people can live outside and talk to neighbors
-art of persuasion was important element due to climate

7 Periods of Greek History
1. Stone Age – Last phase (-3000)
-Neolithic
-Agriculture
2. Bronze Age – Cycladic, Minoan, Mycenaean (3000-1100 BC)
-ends in a huge collapse (sea people and climate change)
-possible War of Troy (1180 BC)
-setting of many heroic myths
	The Cycladic Civilization (Aegean Sea)
		-Cycladic figurines
		-“frying pans” symbolizes survival
		-triangles meant fertility
	The Minoan Civilization (Cretan Sea)
		-love for nature
		-did not speak Greek
		-Worshipped fertility spirits (female divinities)
	The Mycenaean Civilization (Aegean Sea)
		-military character
		-spoke Greek
		-worshiped chief God Zeus
		-Male god domain was the sky = fertility aspect (rain dropping down and fertilizes the Earth)
3. Iron Age (1100-750 BC) AKA Dark Ages 
-Heroes of the Iron Age
-Colonized Asia Minor
-Composition of Homeric poems
-Poverty and turmoil
4. Archaic (750-480 BC)
	-Development of states and political systems
		Aristocracy: government where the power is held by the nobility
		Oligarchy: government ruled by a small group of people from the community
		Tyranny: cruel or oppressive government rule (total control)
	-large colonization of the Mediterranean and Black Sea areas
	-Greeks are victorious against Persians (Persians have huge empire but Greek is small)
	-Composition of The Epic Poetry: narratives about Gods and heroes
	-Earliest written texts
		Homer (750 BC): Iliad and Odyssey
		Hesiod (700 BC): Theogony, Work and Days
		Homeric Hymns: 33 individual poems about Gods and Goddesses
	-development of scientific thought, philosophers try to understand about physical phenomenon/why
	-Antiquities include Kouros (male) and Kore (female)
		Kouros appeared naked (be strong and show it to protect country)
		Kore appeared fully clothed
		Emphasis on the beauty of the body
		Many were representations of the Gods/Goddesses
		Contraposto: putting all weight on one leg (difference between Greek and Egyptian art)
5. Classical (480-323 BC)
	-Athens was the dominant power of Greece after the defeat of the Persians
	-Peloponnesian War (civil war): Athens (strong naval power) vs. Sparta (strong military power)
	-War ends with the Rise of Macedon: Philip and Alexander the Great (dies 323 BC)
	-Great achievements in philosophy and science
	-Dramatic plays derived from myths, used to express view of issues (political)
		Tragic (Aeschylus, Sophocies, Euripides)
		Comic (Aristophanes)
	-greatest temples built (The Pantheon with sculptures depicting mythology around the top)
6. Hellenistic (323-30 BC) AKA Greek (identity is shaped here)
	-after the death of Alexander the Great, there was an establishment of kingdoms in the East
	-Myths were written down now 
	-Apollonius Rhodius (3rd Century) Argonautica
	-Apollodous (2nd Century) Bibliotheca (library of Greek Myths)
7. Roman
-Metamorphosis by Ovid (1st Century AD) 200 myths about transformations, source for modern arts/literature
	
What does it mean to a Greek? Common Identity
-Language (alpha, beta, gamma...)
-Religion: based on 12 Olympian gods and goddesses and the worship of heroes
-Festivals: religious festivals organized to honour a specific god to bring Greek communities together
Ex. Olympic Games at Olympia dedicated to Zeus 
-happens every 4 years to worship Gods together with competitions, choral songs at festivals (poets compete as well as athletes)
-Oracles: certain cities have an Oracle meaning it has a temple dedicated to prophecy
(If I heard an “oracle” it means I heard a prophecy)
-believe in prophecy where cities send representatives to ask advice about war, structure their political system, and colonize a certain area
-name (“Hellenes”)
	-Greeks and Hellenes are the same meaning
	-Hellenistic is a period of time
	-this common identity is related to myths/stories shared that strengthen the Greek unity
-Romans adapted Greek myths to fit their own names of divine beings and heroic characters

Interpretations of Myth
Myth: a traditional story about the divine and heroic with an importance in the community
	-“mythos” means a strong statement or public speech
	-untrue and traditional story
Earliest evidence is in the Iliad (750 BC), which was about Achilles’ anger and wrath during Trojan War
Plato distinguished between logos (true story with reason) and mythos (false story with connection to reality)
-Plato hated myths because he believed that they did not teach the right principles and wrote his own instead
Characteristics
	Plot: characters and setting (real places)
		Exposition > rising action > climax > falling action > denouement
	Traditional
	Anonymous: we do not know who officially started myths
	Versions: many different variations but we do not know which the original is
Functions 
	To explain: natural and social environment, Science, Aetiology (explanation of cause and origin)
	To justify: connection with history and narrates, justifies political authority
	To connect: connects communities together, creating bonds and common ancestry
	To educate: in schools boys would learn through myths
		-Paradeignmata: teaches morals on how to live a proper life
	To praise: The Epic Poetry: Pindar’s praise for victorious athletes
	To entertain: verbally told lyric and epic poetry
		-Drama (tragic and comic and satyr) performed at festivals and symposiums
-Pindar’s praise of victorious athletes by creating poems to honor them and connect the land of the person to a hero from the same area
		-Symposiums are drinking parties for men where they would recite poetry
		-Satyr is a creature with horns 
Folktales: main characters are anonymous, ordinary humans, animals or imaginary beings
	-setting is insignificant
Greek Myths: main characters are specific divinities and heroic or royal humans
-setting is specific, real places and connections to communities
Both has a common motif of talking animals
Performed at religious festivals and poetry competitions
Homeric and Hesiodic were performed by individuals, but also sung in choirs
When performed in drama, the plays were presented at the Theatre of Dionysus
Greek actors wore masks

The myth of Narkissos and Echo
-Narkissos born in Thespiae Boeotia, the son of the nymph Liriope and river god Cephissus
-Liriope asked the prophet Tiresias about his future: “if he fails to recognize himself, a long life he may have”
-Echo was a nymph punished by Hera
-Echo was rejected by Narkissos and she wastes away
-Narkissos is cursed by a rejected a male lover who prayed to Goddess Nemesis for punishment “if he should love, deny him what he loves”
-Narkissos falls in love with his reflection and is wasted away (only a flower remains)
That’s why Narcissistic personality disorder is inflated sense of self love and importance, self-absorption and a sense of entitlement, lack of empathy for others
	Motifs (common patterns)
-The prophecy
-The divine punishment (by Hera and Nemesis)
-The transformations in this myth serve as aetiologies mostly of nature
-specific information
Structuralism
Echo: desire for effective communication
	-desire but not effective communication
Narcissus: desire for no communication
	-desire but not effective communication



Creation of the World and First Deities

Believed that the Earth was flat and floating on a river (geocentric)
Divine beings lived on Earth and not Heaven
	Heaven > Earth > River/Oceans > Underworld > Hades > Tartarus
			Hades = the unseen			Tartarus = place of dark forces

Cosmogony (creation of the universe)
-mating of a pair of cosmic parents
-hatching of the cosmic egg (contains the possibility of everything)
-desires of a Supreme Being or creator god brought the world into being 
-In Greek mythology, there is one God that creates humans 

Hesiod (700 BC) writes Theogony and Works and Days
-Theogony is an account of the birth and descendants of the gods (family tree)
-Works and Days is a poem addressed to his brother, teaching him how to live properly
-Gets inspiration from muses (spirits = breath therefore divine) which inspire many people
	-Lyric poetry, playing of the aulos (double pipe), epic poetry, history, tragedy, astronomy, hymns/pantomime, choral dance, comedy

The 1st Elements (Anthropomorphic = human attributes to a deity)
1. Chaos: born first
-chasm, abyss and opening
2. Gaia: Earth
-source of all knowledge, life and death
-Symbols include tree with snake, circle of life, fertility, regeneration and knowledge
3. Tartarus: funnel in underworld
-dark place, roots of the Earth
4. Eros: love and the force of creation
Gaia had many children with or without partner
Children without partner: Sky (Ouranos), Mountains (Ore), Sea (Pontus)
Children with Ouranos: 3 Hecatoncheires: Kottos, Gyes, Briareus, (100 hands creatures)
			3 Cyclops: divine metal smiths good at making weapons with 1 eye on forehead
				-associated with lightning, thunder and brightness
			12 Titans

Story of Castration
-Ouranos suppressed children in Gaia’s body
-Gaia devised a plan and a weapon with children (only Kronos the youngest was not scared)
-As Ouranos spreads himself over Gaia, Kronos acts/cuts off his penis with a sickle and throws it into the sea
-Blood drops (since divine) create Chtonic (under the ground) beings:
	Furies (Erinyes): female spirits with purpose to punish people and avenge the wrong/guilty conscious
		Ex. Torment Orestes (Agamemnon’s son) who killed his mother
	Giants: associated with earthquakes, eruptions and forces of the Earth
	Melian Nymphs
Birth of Aphrodite
-blood drops and oceans also create sea foam
Aphrodite: Goddess of sexual desire (“Arose from the sea foam”) 
-a central theme in Greek myth: the destructiveness of sexual attraction
Motifs
-Creation from a divine part (when it touches earth/water = fertility)
	-whenever a god cries or bleeds = earth is created
-Looking taboo: humans are forbidden from seeing a divine action
-Separation of Earth and Sky
	-creates space and light to make things grow
	-Cosmos become more ordered

Chaos’ Children: Night and Darkness (Erebos)
Night + Darkness children: Day and Brightness
Night descendants: death, sleep, dreams, blame, distress, deceit, sex, old age, fates, nemesis, Hesperides, strife
-Night produced the daughters of Fate
-Sleep and Death are twin brothers
-descendants are concept that light comes after darkness, allegories of morality and abstract ideas that have become gods having an influence on human affairs
Nemesis: the goddess of retribution, the punisher of hubris
Fates (Moerae): portrayed as the 3 weavers
	Clotho the spinner
	Lachesis the allocator
	Atropos the irreversible
The Hesperides: goddesses of evening and golden light of sunlight
-guarded the tree of golden apples, encircled by a snake (Hercules steals the fruit)



Titans and Descendants

Kronos and Rhea (2nd generation of Leaders)
-Kronos is considered evil because he murders his children
-Kronos becomes Chronos (Time = chronological)
-Father of time (devours children and everything) or Grim Reaper
-For Romans = Saturn the Roman god of Agriculture (Saturn = Saturday, Day of Freedom, Saturnalia = harvest festival)

Okeanos and Tethys: fresh water elements or rivers that surrounds the Earth
-3000 male rivers
-3000 okeanids (female spirits of springs, streams and lakes)
	Metis and Sytx (binding and oaths of the gods)

Hyperion and Theia, Krios, Koeus and Phoebe: the celestial bodies
Hyperion (The one above) and Theia (The divine) have children:
1. Helios (Sun)
-married Klemene and has Phaethon (Bright)
-Phaethon’s identity as Helios’ son is questioned so he asks his father for control of his chariot but not before Helios makes an oath to the river Styx
-Disasters occur because Phaethon cannot control the chariot
-Zeus kills Phaethon
-Conception of hubris (overconfidence and overstepping hubris)
-Explains why we have amber: daughters of Helios cried so much about Phaethon that their tears hardened in the water to form amber
2. Selene (moon)
-falls in love with mortal Endymion, but Zeus gets angry because she neglected her duties (lighting up the sky)
-Endymion put under an eternal sleep and therefore did not age (shows immortality is not a good life)
-explains why we sometimes don’t have a moon (lunar eclipse)
3. Eos (dawn)
-rosy fingered, saffron cloaked (Rose figure)
-Tithonos (mortal Trojan) was Eos’s lover
-Eos asked for his immortality but forgot to ask for eternal youth
-Tithonos never dies but shrivels into an old man
-Turned into a cicada because Greeks associate old men with doing nothing but talking all day
4. Eosphoros (morning star) the bringer of dawn
-children ride chariots because they must circle around the flat Earth everyday
Themis is Justice
Iapetos is Trickery and Inventions (connections with humans)
Mnemosyne is Memory

The Child Swallowing
-Gaia’s prophecy was that Kronos would be overpowered by a son
-Kronos swallowed his children as soon as they were born
	Hestia (house), Demeter (agriculture), Hera (marriage), Hades (underworld), Poseidon (sea)
-Rhea gives birth to Zeus (sky) in Crete secretly and gives Kronos a stone wrapped in baby clothes instead so that Zeus survives
Zeus birth and Childhood in Crete
-in a cave on Mt. Dicti or he was born in Mt. Ida
-entrusted to the nymphs (raised by them)
-fed milk by the goat Amaltheia and honey by the nymphs 
-Cornucopia: horn of plenty, Zeus was playing with a goat and broke the horn off accidentally and becomes magical and became full of fruits and seeds (the abundance of the horn)
-The aegis and Capricon: when goat dies, throws it into the sky to honour it and become the constellation (zodiac sign = Capricorn)
-Aegis means the goat’s skin, become a cape of protection (Athena wears it)
-Zeus and the Kouretes (young men)
-Demons (in Greek a demon means smaller gods, not evil) protected him, when baby Zeus would cry they would cover up the sounds by making a ruckus with their swords and shields so Kronos would not find him
-Reflection of an initiation ritual and a cult in Crete: at the age where they were old enough to work, fight and labourer (young men went to the mountains to learn how to protect and ensure the community, learn to fight and hunt and use weapons)
	Zeus Dethrones his Father 
-Zeus vs. Kronos at Olympia
-The Cronion hill
-gives Kronos a potion and regurgitation of swallowed children (in opposite order Rock > Hestia)
-3 main gods: Zeus (sky), Poseidon (sea) and Hades (underworld)

Succession of power (type of myth)
-fear of losing power by a son (through prophecy)
-unsuccessful attempts to bypass the prophecy by getting rid of the baby
-the son (outcast) obtain revenge as an adult and establish his power
Power on nature (Zeus the storm god)
-mountain and sky god associated with weather phenomenon and rain
-humidity = vital element of life
-Zeus’ titles: The Cloud Gatherer, The Lord of Lightning and The Lord of Rain
The Thunderbolt and the Eagle
-symbols of regal and punitive power
-his signs and messages
-powerful and strike from afar in great speed
-Zeus throws a thunderbolt, but Dios’ thunderbolt

The struggles of Zeus for power (vs. Titans, Giants, Typheous, Metis, Prometheus, Revolt of Gods)
The Titanomacy
	Titans from Mt. Othrys = the Titans
	Gods from Mt. Olympus = the Olympians
	Titans fought against Olympians, Cyclopes, Hectoncheires, Oceanid Styx and her children

Styx (daughter of Okeanos, river or lake in the underworld)
-becomes the oath of gods meaning that they swear on the river Styx (unbreakable oath)
-Power of water (ex. Thetis dipping Achillies in water of Styx making his ankle weak)
Styx’s children: Victory (Nike), Zeal (Zelos), Power (Kratos), Force (Bia)

Battle of the Giants
The Gigantomachy – Earth (Gaia is upset the Titans lost, so convinces Giants to take revenge)
-Olympians against the Giants
-Role of Hercules: Prophecy says only way giants can be defeated is if a mortal is involved
-Giants have snake-like half bottom
-Sleep, the twin brother of Death helped Hercules defeat Giants
-common artistic theme on temples
-Gigantomachy from Great Altar of Pergamon: 2nd Century BC Pergamon museum in Berlin
	-Giants symbolizes the enemies (Barbarians) vs. Olympians (good people and people of Pergamon)
	-people of Pergamon went to battle with the gods, this had to do with French and Celtic people
		-made an Altar to commemorate the battle
	-when you see half a torso from the bottom = Mother Earth
	-Giants were defeated, go underground and can be marked by a volcano, every time a giant shakes there is an earthquake or eruption

Zeus against Typhoeus
-Earth and Tartarus mate (angry giants defeated by Zeus) = Typhon, the monster
-he can throw fire, immense strength and ability to throw voice to confuse the gods
-Explanation of Giants and Typhoons
-cause of volcanic eruptions and earthquakes
-Zeus captures Typhoon (tropical wind/hurricane), thinking he is dead overcome by him, Typhon takes all his nerves put them in a bag
-Typhon is buried underground, believed strong winds came from ground, buried under the earth forces that bring earthquakes and raptures of volcanoes

Zeus’ first wife Metis 
-daughter of Okeanos
-name means wisdom and cunning intelligence
-Succession of Power (prophecy of Metis, Son Athene will overpower him, Zeus fears being overthrown and successfully bypasses prophecy by swallowing Metis, wisdom = he always has wisdom)
-Metis was pregnant with a girl Athena (who comes out of Zeus’ head)
-Zeus gives birth twice: 1st Athena from his head and 2nd Dionysus from knee later
Athena: goddess of war, wisdom and rational thought
Dionysus: god of wine, emotions and irrational thought
-Athena was a wise goddess in a cunning way and very perspective, opportunist, vigilant 
-no more power succession so Zeus remains at the top
Zeus represents the leader of a more orderly universe, where natural forces are settled and where light, justice and wisdom prevail


Power on human society 
-protector of the family (father, protector and savior)
-guardian of Law and Order, giver of authority and justice (the counselor, law giver, oath protector)
-Protector of guests and suppliants: a special relationship between the host and guest
	-hospitality is a special bond (Xenias Zeus)
-Xenias Zeus = Xenia = a special bond between host and guest 

Zeus 	+ Metis = Athena
+ Themis = Seasons and Fates
+ Mnemosyne = Muses
+ Eurynome = Graces

Does Zeus control fate?
The case of Hector (prince of Troy)
-Zeus raised his golden scales setting there 2 fatal lots for death’s long sorrow (one for Achilles and one for horse taming Hector)
-seizing it in the middle, Zeus raised his balance
-Hector’s fatal day sank moving down to Hades
-At once Phoebus Apollo abandoned him
-Hector dies because Athena tricks him and stabbed by Achilles

Panhellenios Zeus
-a god for all the Greeks
-the Olympian Zeus and Olympic games located in Peloponnesus
-temple of Olympian Zeus at Olympia

Hera: Earth Goddess (renewal of nature and life), protector of the city, goddess of marriage 
-Married to Zeus (Zeus wooed Hera in the form of a cuckoo bird)
	-created storms to make Hera hide in a cave
	-Hera comforts cuckoo bird, which then turns into Zeus who is holding Hera
-Hera’s symbol is Cuckoo bird or peacock, also connected with infidelity (bird hides egg from other bird nests)
-Gaia gave the tree with golden fruits as a wedding gift, guarded by snake and Hesperides nymphs 

Io of Argos
-Priestess of Hera was chased by Zeus
-Zeus transformed Io into a cow, but Hera figured it out and took it as her own
-Hera brings Argos (all seeing monster with 100 eyes) to guard Io
-Zeus sends Hermes to Argos when it sleeps to kill Argos
-To honor Argos, she takes the eye from the body and places them on the peacock


Prometheus

Anthropogony (origin of humans) 3 ways
1. Agricultural: sprang from the ground like seeds
-the first Thebans arose from Earth after Kadmos planted dragon teeth in the osil
2. Transformative: being transformed
-The myrmidons were transformed ants (Achilles army) their ancestors were ants before being transformed by the gods
3. Artisanal: shaped out of clay (earth and water)
-Pandora, Prometheus as the creator of humans out of water and mud (clay) creation of the first woman
Autochthony: auto = self	chtony = ground 	meaning born from the ground 

Descendants of Iapestos
-Iapetos + Klymene (an Oceanid) Hesoid 
-or Themis a Titan of justice, the mother of Prometheus, Atlas and older brothers Aeschylus
-both suffer burden at 2 extremes of the world
West: Atlas 	East: Prometheus
Atlas went against Zeus in battle against Titans (he is punished to hold the sky on his shoulders)
Archetype of a trickster (metis)
-intelligent with a cunning mind
-curious, inventive, creative, eloquent
-challenges authority, thief and liar
-crosses boundaries, spheres of any kind

Prometheus in Hesiod’s Theogony
-Prometheus = think before you act
-Epimetheus = act first and then think
Story of Sacrifices
-hid edible pieces of meat in unappetizing stomach
-hid inedible bones under good smelling fat
Story of fire
-Zeus withheld fire from men
-Prometheus stole it and gave it back to the men
-Brave sons of Iapetos stole ray of fire and hid it in hollow fennel stalk
-Prometheus using metis (cunningness) steals celestial fire
-Fire and Metis: both have power to transform
The punishment
-Might (Kratos) and Violence (Bia) follow Zeus’ verdict and arrested Prometheus and take him up Mt. Caucaus to be punished, chained by eternity and while eagle eats his liver

Hesoid presentation of Prometheus
-mere trickster that deserves punishment who was responsible for alienation of humans from divinity
-says Zeus saw through deception and became angry and made plans to punish the mortals (friends of Prometheus) = Challenging the gods bring suffering
Aeschylus Prometheus Bound
-portrays Zeus as ruthless tyrant, tragic hero of cosmic heroism
1. Might (Kratos) offspring of Styx helped Zeus in victory against Titans
2. Violence (Bia) offspring of Styx
3. Hephaestus: God of fire and metallurgy
4. Prometheus: son of Iapetos and Themis (Justice)
The following characters visit Prometheus during his ordeal
5. Okeanos, the Titan
6. Chorus of Okeanids, his daughters and cousins of Prometheus
7. Io, victim of Zeus and priestess of Hera in a cow form, visits Prometheus to know about her future
8. Hermes: son of Zeus, as his messenger, Zeus has sent him to reveal a secret: the name of the woman whose child will overpower Zeus
Motif: prophecy about the dangerous heir who will overpower his father
-Prometheus will not reveal the name and Prometheus bound ends

Prometheus freed by Hercules
-One of Io’s descendants, Hercules in 13th generation will free Prometheus by killing the eagle

In short Prometheus is a civilizing force, a culture hero
-combo of culture bringer and trickster who brings elements of civilization to mankind



Pandora and the Flood

Result of theft of fire
-Zeus ordered that Prometheus is chained to a rock or pillar and sends an eagle to devour his liver
-ordered the creation of the kalon kakon (Pandora) the “beautiful evil” as punishment to man
Zeus’ punishment to mankind from Hesiod’s Works and Days
-Hephaestus mixed earth and water to put in it a voice and the power to move
-Athena taught her how to weave and dress
-Aphrodite poured charm and painful strong desire
-Hermes put in her breasts the lies, persuasive words and cunning ways
-Grace and Persuasion gave her jewellery

Pandora: named the girl Pandora, for the gifts which all the gods have given her, this ruin of man kind
	Pan = All 		Dora = Gifts
-Zeus sent the gift to Epimetheus
-he gladly received her ignoring Prometheus’ warnings
-opened the cask and scattered pains among evil men, inside remained only one thing = hope
Looking Taboo: Pandora’s container and the motif of the looking taboo
-it is the prohibition of looking: mortals should not see either a divine being in true form or divine action. It always brings destruction. So that jar came from god Zeus from a divinity

Pandora as the Earth Goddess
-she is made of earth, she is the all giving earth, connected to life and death
-a title of earth Goddesses “Pandora Gaia” “Rhea Pandora”
Pandora’s container: jar as a vessel
-use of large ‘pithoi’ for storage of seeds and liquids (life) for burials (death)

Hope in Hesiod
-if hope is good why was it in the jar?
1. Hope like evils was new to mankind
2. Hope can be evil (harmful illusion)
Why did hope remain in the jar?
1. It is different than the other evils (you can control it)
2. Symbolic of the new life and next generation
Hope in Aeschylus
-Prometheus took away prophetic powers from humans and replaced them with hope (hope is blind)

Women and evil
-from Pandora, the all giving goddess to Pandora the all gifted, the medium for evils on Earth
-Hesoid’s misogyny = a universal attitude
-before this time, men lived upon Earth apart from sorrow and painful work, free from disease
-from her comes the deadly female race and tribes of wives who live with mortal men and bring them harm
-no help in dreadful poverty but ready enough to share with them in wealth
-Hesiod mentions plague and sickness
Comparison – the Share of sacrifices, fire and Pandora as a gift
-Prometheus offered Zeus a gift to choose between the bundles of meat
-Prometheus mankind fire as a gift
-Zeus offered mankind the woman as a gift
     Share of sacrifices, fire and Pandora as a trap (appearances are deceiving)
-Prometheus tricked Zeus by presenting the inedible bones covered with attractive smelling fat
-Prometheus tricked Zeus by stealing fire and concealing it in a fennel stalk
-Zeus tricked mankind by creating worthless creatures inside but attractive from the outside

Pandora and Eve: women as responsible for the decline of mankind, curiosity and the loss of paradise
-God said to Adam and Eve “you shall not eat from that tree because you will die”
-The serpent persuades Eve to eat forbidden fruit. It will make them gain knowledge of the good and evil
-Compare: the serpent and the trickster god Hermes in Pandora’s creation

The golden age: place of paradise
-Humans and gods lived together under Cronus lived together (no tails, everlasting youth)
-the fertile land gave her fruits unasked
-it ended with the two gifts to mankind: fire and the creation of Pandora

Knowledge, technology and the loss of paradise
-tree of life and knowledge: awareness of a vulnerable existence, or mortality and toils of survival
-Promethean fire: enlightenment that makes civilization possible but cuts bonds with nature
-Knowledge brings power but suffering as well (brings the loss of innocence)
Life is a mix of good and evils
-Zeus has 2 jars on the floor of his palace in which he keeps gifts, evils in one and blessing in the other

The Story of the flood
-Zeus wanted to eliminate humans (Bronze Age) because mortals were vicious and corrupt
-Prometheus instructed Deucalion and Pyrrha (concept of autochtony) to build a boat and take provisions
-Zeus sent a flood and destroyed human beings
-the boat landed on Mt. Parnassus
Common motifs in flood stories around the world
-God decides to destroy humans because of their sins
-a person or a couple usually survive by building a boat
-the boat stops on a top of a mountain
-Earth is replenished

Plato’s Atlantis
-Plato questions educational value of myths yet creates his own of Atlantis, island in the middle of the ocean
-Atlantis ruled by Poseidon and later his son Atlas
-Zeus destroyed Atlantis after the leaders stopped following the divine laws
-Santorini or Thera might have inspired Atlantis 
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