Chapter 3: Evaluating Arguments
When an argument shows that its conclusion is worth accepting
· We say that the argument is good...
And vice versa
Arguments
Deductive Argument
An argument intended to provide probable conclusive support for its conclusion
A deductive argument is intended to provide conclusive support for its conclusion
· Final, Definitive, undeniable support
· The structure of some arguments is deductive
Example: John is taller than Amy, Amy is taller than Melissa. John is taller than Melissa
	All philosophers are obscure. Schelling is a philosopher. So Schelling must be obscure
Deductive Arguments that succeed in providing conclusive support for its conclusion is said to be valid
If a deductive argument fails to provide conclusive support it is seen as invalid.
A deductively valid argument with true premises is said to be sound.
· Valid arguments, all of whose premises are true, are called sound
Issues to Consider...
1. Are premises true?
2. Do those premises lead to this conclusion
Example: Pigs have wings, any animal with wings can fly, so, pigs can fly...
99% of students in the course will pass. Patrick is a student in the course. Thus Patrick will pass the course
· This is not a deductive argument because the argument is invalid

 Nondeductive Argument
An argument intended to provide probable support for its conclusion
