Chapter 1 : Recognizing Arguments
Elements of Reasoning
Define the concept
· An argument is "a set of claims, one of which is meant to be supported by others"
· The conclusion is what the speaker wants the audience to accept
· The premises state reasons for the audience to belief
· An inference is a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning.
From premises to conclusion - Inference p.2
Premise: a previous statement or proposition from which another is inferred or follows as a conclusion.
Premise Indicators
· Words followed by a premise
· "We can expect dad to be late, since he's always late when he stops at Canadian Tire
Conclusion Indicator
· Words followed by a conclusion
· "I got sick last time, therefore we shouldn't go there"
Conjunctions 
· a previous statement or proposition from which another is inferred or follows as a conclusion.
· And, But, Since, In addition...
Implicit premises and conclusions
· Sometimes authors leave out one or more premises when they make an argument
· This  happens because the author finds it to be obvious
· If something is left out the receiver must fill in the blanks
· A hidden premise is noticed when we see a gap in reasoning from premise to conclusion


Simple and Complex Arguments
Simple Arguments
· Have one inference from a premise to a conclusion
· All birds fly. Penguins fly.
Complex Arguments
· Has more than one inference (Conclusion)
· Intermediate Conclusion
· A claim that is supported by other claims, but itself provides a point for a further conclusion
· Adds as a conclusion to what comes before it
· At the same time introduces further premises to complex argument


Inference Indicators:
Premise Indicators

Words that introduce or appear in an argument premise include:
	since (nontemporal meaning)
as indicated by
because
for
in that
as (noncomparison meaning)
	may be inferred from
given that
seeing that
for the reason that
inasmuch as
owing to



Conclusion Indicators

Words that introduce or appear in an argument conclusion include:
	therefore
wherefore
accordingly
we may conclude
entails that
hence
thus
consequently
	we may infer
it must be that
whence
so
it follows that
implies that
as a result


If an argument has no indicators at all, then good English style suggests that the topic sentence of the paragraph is the conclusion of the argument.

Statements

Conditional Statements

A conditional statement, symbolized by p q, is an if-then statement in which p is a hypothesis and q is a conclusion. The logical connector in a conditional statement is denoted by the symbol . The conditional is defined to be true unless a true hypothesis leads to a false conclusion.



Disjunctive Statements

Gives two possible outcomes
Typically includes "either, or"


p.13 Question 20
Detailed breakdown

1. Happiness is desired by everyone
2. Anything desired by everyone is desirable
3. Happiness is desirable(1,2)
4. We should seek that which is desirable
5. We should all seek happiness.(3,4)




