Philosophy:

The republic

· The republic is written as a dialogue in which Socrates is the character who voices Plato’s view.
· The general point of the Republic is to establish how people ought to live together.
· In other words, he aims to demonstrate what the best organization of the community is. 

Plato asks what people should do that they all live together. 

Republic book II
· Socrates aims to combat a common view of justice, voiced by glaucon, that “the best to do injustice without paying the penalty; the worst is to suffer it without being able to take revenge.”
· On this view, a person would act unjustly if he knew that he would not to be caught. 
Ring of Gyges

· Glaucon tells the story of the ring of Gyges to demonstrate this point.
· It is human nature to have the “desire to outdo others”

The origin of law and justice
· To do injustice is good, but to suffer injustice is bad.
· In fact, to suffer injustice is worse than the benefits of doing injustice. 
· Thus law begins when people agree “neither do injustice nor suffer it”
· Thus justice is a mean, or middle ground, between these two extremes. 

Regardless whether the act is just or unjust, people do things they want to get recognized for. 

Book IV
· Plato seeks to define justice as measure, ratio, or harmony. 
· Socrates argues that the aim of the rulers should be to establish that “no citizen should have what belongs to another or be deprived of what is his own.”
· He has previously established that each member of the city must practice his or her best occupation.
· The city has three classes Moneymakers, the people who keep order, and the rulers. 
· Decision about indulging through rational calculation, which shows we have a rational part of the soul. 
· Socrates says reason isn’t always the deciding factor; we could know whats not good for us and do it anyways. 
· Spirit allies with reason. 
	Part of the soul
	Class in the city
	Occupations
	Virtue

	Appetite
	Producers
	Money-Making
	Moderation

	Spirit
	Auxiliaries
	Keeping order
	Courage

	Rationality
	Rulers
	Deliberation, contemplation
	Wisdom





Keeping those things in order will establish harmony. 

Virtues
· The appetite is dominated by insatiable desire (it is not a virtue at all). The best to which those who are ruled by appetite can aspire moderation. 
· The spirit’s value, like that of the auxiliary is courage. 
· The rational part’s virtue, like that of the philosopher king, is wisdom. 


They though people are born into a certain profession are only limited to that profession and know nothing else and have no other skills. 

Justice

· Justice: Plato defines justice as harmony between the parts, with each doing what is its own. 
· “the principle that it is right for someone who is by nature a cobbles to practice cobbler and nothing else, for the carpenter to practice carpentry, and the same for the others is a sort of image of justice.”
· Injustice: “must be a king of civil war between three parts, a meddling and doing of another’s work, a rebellion b some part against the whole soul in order to rule it appropriately.

Book IX
· Plato gives an argument that the good life is one in which a person cultivates his or her use of “divine reason.”
· This is because divine reason allows for the contemplation of divine things and the order or harmony of the cosmos.
· Plato believed women could also do what men do and got mocked by Aristotle. 


Unjust person: Socrates says that the unjust person is ruled by the animalistic part of the soul. 
The just person: 
· First, insecures that word and deed maximize the control of the human part. 
· Second, feeds and domesticates the multi-headed beast, ensuring the growth of the gentle heads rather than the savage ones.
· Third, makes the lion his ally, to care for the other parts. 


Plato: It is best to be ruled by divine reason, which is why philosopher king ought to rule. 


Supreme good
· The highest good is Political science 
1. Aristotle argues that politics is “the ruling science”: ”while it is satisfactory to acquire and preserve the good even for an individual, it is finer and more divine to acquire and preserve it for a people and for cities”. 
2. All other sciences are subordinated politics
3. Politics means ruling the city.

Virtue 

· Virtuous action requires three criteria
1. She acts with knowledge 
2. Deliberately choose the act
3. Do it for the right reasons
· However, Aristotle argues that merely knowing a virtue “is of little or no avail”. 
· Virtue is only acquired through activity. Now it could be objected that knowledge is important, but Aristotle’s point that the end of virtue is activity and not knowledge. 

What is Virtue?
· Virtues are not emotions because we are not praised or blamed for emotions in themselves, just how we react to them
· Virtue is not capacity, because that just the means it is possible to be virtuous, and doesn’t imply a choice
· Therefore, virtue arises through the acts we are inclined toward doing

Virtue is a mean

· Virtue is a mean between two vices
· Aristotle gives a mathematical example. The mean would be equally distant from the two vices, like 10-6= 4 and 6-2 =4
· Nevertheless this isn’t a perfect model, because the mean has figured out in relation to us
· To feel these feelings “at the right times, about the right things, towards the right people, for the end, and in the right way, is the intermediate (the mean) and best condition, this is proper to virtue”
· See? Simple. Note that not all actions admit of a mean, such as malice, shamelessness, envy, etc. 

· At the end of Book II, which is not reproduced in the good life, Aristotle proposes three rules

1. When aiming at the mean, avoid the extreme farthest from it
2. Know thyself: observe the errors to which you are prone
3. Guard against pleasure and what is pleasant, because people have a tendency toward pleasure: “for when pleasure is on her trial we are not impartial judges.”
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