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I. For each of the following, on the line provided, write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or implicit conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.
1. Self-absorbed people typically don't help charities, and I know that you are not self-absorbed. 
Implicit ____conclusion____  
You will probably help charities. 
 
2. You can't check books out of the library without an ID card. So Beth won't be able to check any books out.
Implicit _____premise____  
Beth doesn’t have an ID card.

3. Samantha does well because she pays attention.
Implicit _____premise_____
People who pay attention do well.  

4. This car is a Civic only if it’s a Honda. Hence, this car is not a Civic.
Implicit ____premise____  
This car is not a Honda.

5. More than half of all university basketball players at Saint Thomas University do not complete a degree after six years at the university. Therefore, we have to improve that figure or eliminate the basketball program at Saint Thomas University.
Implicit ____premise_____  
University basketball players at Saint Thomas University should complete their degree after six years at the university.
Or:
To maintain a basketball program at Saint Thomas University more than half the players should complete a degree after six years.
Or: 
Participating in the basketball program seems to greatly interfere with many basketball players completing their degree after six years.



II. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. There are no enthymemes in any of these arguments. The value of each question is five marks.  

1. Our research shows that there is a direct correlation between good grades and regular class attendance. Accordingly, students who want to do well should attend class regularly and punctually.

1. Our research shows that there is a direct correlation between good grades and regular class attendance. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. Students who want to do well should attend class regularly and punctually.

    1
   ↓
   2


2. Rebecca got very high grades when she took this logic class in high school. She is a patient and careful listener. Rebecca will make an excellent logic tutor at university. 

1. Rebecca got very high grades when she took this logic class in high school. 
2. Rebecca [she] is a patient and careful listener. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. Rebecca will make an excellent logic tutor at university.

1    2
 \    /
   3


3. Smoking is unhealthy, since it can cause cancer. Furthermore, it also increases the chance of heart attacks and strokes.
1. Smoking [it] can cause cancer. 
2. Smoking [it] also increases the chance of heart attacks and strokes.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. Smoking is unhealthy.


1    2
 \    /
   3



4. You are exercising too much. You are always extremely tired, and exercise is not supposed to make you extremely tired. You are losing too much weight too fast, and losing too much weight too fast is a sign that you are using too much energy.

1. You are always extremely tired.
2. Exercise is not supposed to make you extremely tired. 
3. You are losing too much weight too fast.
4. Losing too much weight too fast is a sign that you are using too much energy.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5. You are exercising too much.
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5. The time-consuming process known as “blind peer reviewing” has a long history. All the same, blind peer reviewing isn’t perfect, and it does not guarantee that academic and research publications are right in any simple sense. Nonetheless, the process matters a great deal, because it imposes agreed-upon standards of expression and evidence on authors and researchers, and it subjects the work of these individuals to public peer scrutiny.

1. Blind peer reviewing [it] imposes agreed-upon standards of expression and evidence on authors and researchers.
2. Blind peer reviewing [it] subjects the work of these individuals to public peer scrutiny.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. The time-consuming process known as “blind peer reviewing” matters a great deal.

1    2
 \    /
   3








6. You should get rid of your bear because it’s illegal to have a bear in our town. Also, bears do not make good pets because they have a tendency to get violent with their owners. Finally, it takes a lot of money to keep a bear, since they eat so much food.

1. It is illegal to have a bear in our town. 
2. Bears [they] have a tendency to get violent with their owners. 
3. Bears do not make good pets. 2
4. Bears [they] eat so much food.
5. It takes a lot of money to keep a bear. 4
6. You should get rid of your bear. 1, 3, 5
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7. Judged sports should be excluded from the Olympics because there is too much subjectivity in them, and subjectivity undermines the appearance of fairness, and it is crucial that Olympic sports be seen as fair. So, because boxing is a judged sport, it should be excluded from the Olympics.

1. There is too much subjectivity in judged sports [them].
2. Subjectivity undermines the appearance of fairness.
3. It is crucial that Olympic sports be seen as fair.
4. Judged sports should be excluded from the Olympics. 1, 2, 3
5. Boxing is a judged sport.
6. Boxing should be excluded from the Olympics. 4, 5

1  2  3
    ↓
    4   5 
      ↓
      6


III. For each of the following: (1) identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. If the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. Each is worth two marks.
1. A recent study by the provincial government that monitored the health of 75% of the residents on the west coast of British Columbia over a period of three years found that all of these individuals had higher than average levels of toxins in their bodies. Nancy is a resident on the west coast of British Columbia. Therefore, it is probable that Nancy has higher than average levels of toxins in her body.
Statistical Syllogism: Successful for the reason that a significant portion of the population was monitored for a lengthy period of time, which suggests that Nancy, being a resident of this area, likely has higher than average levels of toxins in her body. 
 

2. On a cold February afternoon, twenty people were polled on the streets of Quebec City. Nineteen out of the twenty strongly believe that Canadian troops should withdraw from Afghanistan. Accordingly, we can conclude that most residents of Quebec City probably feel the same way.

Inductive Generalization: Unsuccessful, as the sample size (19 out of 20) to support the conclusion regarding most residents of Quebec is way too small.

3. Here are some reasons you should stop smoking cigarettes: they are very bad for your health, they make your teeth yellow, and the second-hand smoke they produce affects and harms others.
Plausibility Argument: Successful for the reason that all the reasons, premises or confirming instances make the conclusion likely.

4. The university paper recently reported the results of an online questionnaire asking many students living in the dorms about their sex lives. It turns out that we can conclude that young people today are shockingly promiscuous.

Inductive Generalization: Unsuccessful as an online questionnaire is not an adequate source for information since it is not random and attracts a self-selected sample. Also, students living in dorms are not representative of young people across the board.

5. A randomly sampled poll by the NBA of 75% of its players found that ninety five per cent of NBA players are over six feet tall.  Paul plays for the NBA team the Toronto Raptors. Therefore, Paul is probably over six feet tall.
Statistical Syllogism: Successful for the reason that the sample was random, large, and carried out by a trustworthy source, and certainly supports that Paul is probably over six feet tall.
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