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Feminist Bodies
-Sometimes boy, sometimes girl, learning to be genderqueer through a child’s eye by Shannon E. Wyss

Genderqueer: existing outside the binary of male & female. 
Rferes to people who are neither men nor women, neither masculine nor feminine, but area gender for which we have no word in the English language.

Author: I have heard feminists allege that trans men are traitors to the feminists allege that they have abandoned lesbians. Others lay exclusive claim to the definition of womanhood, arguing that male to female transsexuals are not “true women” because they were born with penises and were raised as boys.
Some feminists state that male bodied people who do a feminine gender are mocking bio-women, not expressing their inner selves. And still others articulate a concern that genderqueer identities undermine their own womanhood.

By day you were born, are assigned a gender. Butler: This is the first form of violence against an individual. Even for those with no gender issues, bc they will have to live within this definition of behaviors, and oppression. 
For many feminists there is an uncomfortable feeling dealing with gender non conformity. Complex, bc for most feminists, gender is a construct, society + experience. How could feminists stick with gender conformity and not see how ppl who are genderqueer or trans, should also be included. Bc they’re are trying to deconstruct gender status.

Author: I see such people refusing to consider how their lives and trans lives might be similar, how trans issues might overlap with feminist and bio women issues. I see them advocating hatred of gender radicals, wanting us out of their feminist community, wishing to silence our experiences and insights and to distance themselves from gender non-conformity.

This sort of split indicative of the generational gaps endemic in the US and of adults’ refusal to respect the culture and the contributions of youth to society.

But it also signals a fear, a deep and abiding terror that opening our gender boxes, loose in the bonds around our bodies and minds will somehow unleash a force that will destroy feminism, feminist gains and the “women’s community”

*don’t have time, energy or desire to deal with trans issues, there’s enough work to do with the oppression of women. Have to be born in a women’s body you’ve been through an experience your world life, trans wouldn’t understand the oppression women face throughout their lives. Through culture, we internalize gender. 
In contrast (Macdonald article*) trans are vital for feminists. Their femininity is repressed during their upbringing bc they were associated with the wrong gender for years. Faced even more oppression than cis gendered women. Trans: are women from the day they were they were born. 

Breaking out of our gender boxes can seem scary. But it can be fun. It prmises to offer all of us much more room to grow tha if we stay trapped in those prisons labelled man and women.

Despite what many feminists may believe, my genderqueerness is not an attack on women, a tearing down of their pride in womenhood or a demand that they change how they see themselves; my identity is about me and about wanting to make more options for all of us.

Eleanor Macdonald
Critical rethinking though politics: identities: Feminism Transgender
Proposes to look at transgender issues with a feminist perspective. 

All too frequently feminism’s relationship to transgender politics has been expressed as one direct hostility and exclusion.

Janice Raymond’s book transsexual empire: all transsexuals rape women’s bodies by reducing the real female form to an artifact, appropriating this body for themselves. 

This reasoning has regularly been used to justify the exclusion of transgendered women from women only services, events, gatherings.

While transgendered women are portrayed as utilizing a Trojan horse style infiltration and violation of the safe space of the women’s community, transgendered men are often treated as dupes of their patriarchy and as traitors to their sex. 
Seen as trans wanted to infiltrate to an established group to promote rights for their own community of trans. 

-by transitioning from female to male, they become the oppressor, and abandon women. End of 20th century, there were wars on the status of trans people, Nixon case (Vancouver, 1995) trans women who wanted to volunteer at a women’s shelter and was refused.

Raymond’s position: reflects a deep ambivalence in the relationship of feminism to the question of gender.

We find simultaneously the contradictory position that gender is an inherently patriarchal structure that women can defeat to transcend, and that gendered feminity is itself and expression of feminism. 

Gender is viewed as mutable and socially constructed while, in the same breath It is contradictory presented as determined immutably by one’s assigned sex at birth and upbringing. 

No thought is given to the unique perspectives that transgendered people might have to contribute to the understanding of gender experience, gender relations or of women’s oppression.

Why not listen to what trans women have to say, it can only enrich feminist theory.

Perhaps the more common attitude of most feminists has been to sidestep transgender issues as inherently apolitical. The assumption has been, by feminists and by society more generally, that transsexualism is a medical or psychiatric problem, and therefore, the private concern of rare individuals.

More recently, postmodern feminist theory has begun to embrace transgender as an expression as diversity and difference and as playing a strategic role in breaking down the binary dualisms of western metaphysical thought. 

It is my argument that transgender politics and transgendered people’s experiences must be taken more seriously by more traditional gender identity based feminism and contemporary postmodern feminism.

In addressing transgender politics challenge to the boundaries of gender identity, traditional feminists

It is my hope that out of examining distinctive contributions of transgender identity to identity politics, new ground may be found for alliances among varies social movements. These grounds would be based not in identity as much as in understanding and in a recognition of the power of exclusion. 
Identity politics: Movements that are organized around specific identities, racialized people for ex, or minority groups that are organizing together, is a form of politics. Politics organized around identities. Played in social movements, not politics.


