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Third-wave Feminism
Pinterics
Feminism can be categorized in terms of waves. Not all scholars use this terminology.
Third wave: inclusive of different streams of theorizing, including women of colour and younger women disillusioned with what they perceived to make up the body of 2nd wave feminism. 

-The experiences leading women and men to feminism in the 90’s are significantly different from those that led previous generations to feminism. For youth, they were born, brought up with feminism, whereas before women were not.

-3rd wave is also different in the kind of ways they take action, such as zines, cyberspace, grassroots organizing, etc. (small scale, not centralized). Not lobbying gov. to get new programs, services, their activism was at a different level. 

Zines were used for young feminists to share political views and keep each other informed of feminist actions. Usually hand written/ typed and then photocopied for limited distribution. 

Cyberspace has been a prime site to find information about 3rd wave feminist theory and narratives. (cyberspace is a privilege, not accessible for everyone, also language barriers are something to consider)

3rd wave criticisms of 2nd wave feminism: Alternative forms of sexuality and sexual expression need to be allowed into more accepting feminist frameworks.

Feminist theorizing needs to stop normalizing and essentializing some forms of sexual expression (lesbianism) and vilifying others (pornography, S/M or sex trade work). 

Sex work& prostitution, S&M, were not compatible with feminism, pornography was seen as a form of violence and a way of displaying the patriarchy of society (2nd wave feminism). Even sexual penetration was seen as male dominance, not believed by all 2nd wave feminists! 




Second wave criticisms of third wave feminism:
-Third wave feminist are forgetting the incredible battles it took to get the 2nd wave achievements that women enjoy today (ex: birth control, abortion, equal pay for equal work, daycare facilities). Was being fought for women’s freedom to control their body’s, many protests, manifestations for change, votes to change the legislation. 

-3rd wave feminist, in their espousal of individualism, are lacking the basis of organization and theory required of movements for social change. (movement is needed, movement that is heard and seen. Ex: students in Montreal protesting for free education. More is needed than cyberspace platform). Individualism meaning, on an individual scale more than a large scale of organized groups, ex: individuals taking control in the bedroom. Rather than protesting an issue as a large group. 

Mitchell& Karain
-Many images of third wavers are provided to us by mainstream media, but third wavers also comprise many young women who the media doesn’t show us. Media sexualized third wave feminists.

-Third wavers are the sexy media version as well as the grass-roots activist.
Third wavers refers to a dynamic feminist movement with no definitive shape or form. 

One of the main characteristics of the third wave is an active resistance to the imposition of labels closures, boundaries and categories.

The third wave attempts to synthetize, build on, and extend what has been accomplished by the first and second waves of feminism, while attending to the particular of our present moment in historical and feminist.

Another main characteristic of the third wave is its tendency to push the boundaries of the second wave. Mantra the personal is political. Personal referring to domestic violence, spouse abuse, rape, consent. Whereas political is violence on the streets for ex. Second wave feminist wanted to push the idea that personal should also be included in political aspects, like legislation, laws. 
This mantra was also seen as the opposite, that they don’t care about politics but more personal dimensions.

The word wave is used as a metaphor to describe the ebbs and flows of feminism occurring over time and place. Some feel the breaking up of feminism into waves presents an inevitable oversimplification of feminist scholarship and activism, erasing histories and sweeping over complexity and nuance. So much involved with defining each wave and comparing them, that it overlooks that there is a connections and continuity between them. Some believe that separating the waves is implying there is rupture, there is a change of views. Qc feminist does not use 3rd wave, they believe we are still in the 2nd wave. 

Authors refuse to define young feminists by age.
Third-wave resistance: young feminists recognize that activism can range from the very personal to the institutional, taking up and expanding upon  the second-wave feminists have tended to overestimate the efficacy of these methods. Not to create hierarchies among feminists, but to see it as a continuity. Collaborating between waves, because they aren’t focusing on the same issues/ have same opinions/ ways of creating change. 

Third wave may place a greater emphasis on activism that works outside of state apparatus an gets to the heart of the communities within which the women 

Pornography

The creation of alternative pornography is a form of activism taken up by third wave feminists in response to dominant notions of femininity and sexuality imposed upon them by patriarchy and some 2nd wave radical feminists. Solution is not to abolish pornography but rather change what porn is, and create porn that is not male dominant and focuses only on the male. 

2nd wave feminists believe all women suffer from pornography bc women as a group are controlled by men as a group. Men are shown as powerful. Believes it should be abolished.

Personal choices
3rd wave resistance can be as personal and private as coming out to your parents, challenging friends when they made sexist or racist jokes, refusal to shop. Activism is not only about being in a protest or an organized group, can be small scale. 

zine making, song writing, radio, film, dance, are some of the types in which young women feminist engage. 

DIY feminism: young feminists use DIY cultural production tactics as a way to open up space where we can learn and challenge the hegemonic ideologies within our society. Don’t need activism to be in realm of mainstream politics, can be person, small scale. Idea that you can make things visible, highlighting things that need change. 

Rethinking bodies
The body is a place where young women connect feminist theory with practice. Changes from second-wave concerns itself with violence and abuses, access to jobs and reproductive choices.

Third wave feminism wrestles with the very dilemma of simultaneously destroying and reclaiming traditional notions of femininity, arguing that we can reinsert agency and self-determination by recoding, reclaiming misappropriating and reappropriating femininity for ourselves.  


The third wave strives for less restrictive gender roles that allow for the recognition of the transgressive potential of female femininity buy also alternative masculinities such as female masculinities and masculine femininities.
Where does masculinity fit into the feminist movement? Want less restrictive gender roles.

Transgender politics: 3rd wave feminism complicates “women” by recognizing that it isn’t a unified category and that power relations exist between women born women and women identified women. Transgendered and Transsexual persons may have a disruptive potential with regards to gender categories. 

The relation between feminism and the transgendered movement has been fraught with tensions. Transgendered women have often been portrayed as threats to women only safe spaces, such as music festivals and rape crisis centres while transgendered men are treated as dupes of patriarchy and as traitors to their sex. 
Ex: Music festival for women born women only. Because they had only “lived the oppression that women face”. 
Transwoman born a man denied the ability to volunteer at a rape crisis centre. Caused for split in feminist community.

Third wave celebrates the diversity that transgered individuals force feminism to acknowledge as well as secondwave feminism 

Sex work
Third wave feminism is in part a response to the anti sex or sex negative feminist that has come before it. 
The pro-sex work position of most third wavers disrupts the notion that we don’t own our own bodies: through this lens sex can be seen as a choice women make for themselves rather than something that is forced upon them. Looks at what brought women to sex work, that men still have the power. Third wavers, believe it can be empowering and a way to reclaim their bodies. Global ideology that all women are touched by sex work, as a form of oppression. Because men can chose to feed a romantic relationship or to pay for sex. 

Lisa Jervis
Jervis is cofounder of BITCH magazine. 

We’ve reached the end of the wave terminology’s usefulness. What was at first a way to refer to feminism’s history and its present and future potential with a single metaphor has become shorthand that invites intellectual laziness. 

The discourse that has developed around the waves is divisive and oppositional. Much has been said and written about the disagreements, conflicts, differences and antagonisms between 2nd and 3rd wave, while hardly anything is ever said about the similarities and continuities. Generational divide is an illusion. 

Here is what we all need to recognize so that we can move on: those in their 20’s and 30’s who don’t see their concerns reflected in the feminism of their elders are ignorant of history. Those in their 50’s and beyond who think that young women are not politically active or active enough around the issues don’t know where to look.

All want the same thing: GENDER JUSTICE. 
We may not all agree on exactly what it looks like or how to get it. We should neve expect to agree. Feminism has always thrived on and grown from internal discussions and disagreements.
Our many different and often opposing perspective are what push us forward, honing our theories, refining our tactics, driving us toward a more thorough dismantling of the white-supremacist, capitalist patriarchy

A fourth wave
The fourth wave of feminism refers to feminists taking the struggle to the WEB and the streets.
Defined by technology, tools that are allowing women to build a strong, popular, reactive movement online.

There are women and men of all ages involved in this movement. But many of those at the forefront are in their teens and twenties, and had their outlook formed during decades in which attitudes to women were particularly confusing. 

They grew up being told the world was postfeminist, that sexism and misogyny were over, and feminists should pack up their placards. At the same times, women in the public eye, were often either sidelined or sexualised, represented in exactly the same way as they had been in the 70’s. 

The feminist consciousness of the fourth wave has been forged through the years of the financial crash and the coalition government and many activists have been politicised and influenced by other movements, for ex: the occupy movement. Life experiences teach youth feminists to realize there is still oppression against women in everyday life. 

Conclusion: Brought up to know they are equal to men, fourth wave feminists are pissed off when they’re not treated as such, but have more than enough confidence to shout back.

Rebecca L. Clark Many
Transmuting Grammars of whiteness in third-wave feminism: interrogating postrace histories and the proliferation of difference in third wave texts. Reality is that in third wave feminism you will find them said that they are dealing with diversity and inclusion, however is not done. (one of criticisms from Clark)
Word difference is used over and over again, however the proper work isn’t done to reflect on these differences. 
Pretense to be diverse and not doing proper work to integrate differences, when written from the opinion/ experience of a white woman. 

Although deployment of difference are ubiquitous in third wave texts, many women of color feminist and antiracist scholars challenge this inclusive claim. 
Jacqui alexander and Chandra Mohanty: The institutional feminist narrative has extended only token inclusion to out texts without reconceptualising the whole white, middle class, gendered knowledge base. 

While third wavers name diversity as a primary concern of third wave feminism, critiques by women of color and/or antiracist feminist suggest that third wave feminism has not sufficiently shifted the mainstream feminist project to endure that this inclusion of racial difference is fundamentally transformative. 

Presence-absence of diversity in third wave feminism. A close reading of key third wave texts reveals a set of structuring grammars of whiteness that allow for the proliferation of difference In third wave feminism while simultaneously containing and sublimating the discomforting dangers of racial and national intersectionalities in the mainstream feminist project. Whiteness refers to scholars that are mainly white being presented to students, or Oscars only being given to white actors, main roles being given to white people, and people of color are represented as their stereotypes. People who represent us in government, it does not represent the ratio of the population. Whose voice is heard in feminism? Still white women despite a discourse saying it is inclusive and diverse. This is a demonstration of whiteness. Assuming they know the oppression felt by women of colour. Different interpretation of violence in different cultures. Ex: a white person kills family is seen as mental health problems, with muslims, its seen as violent and an “honour killing”. White is interpreted as a psych. Matter whereas non whites may be due to culture. 
