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Paid Work

Burn
Burn discusses the ways that globalization has reshaped women’s lives worldwide.
Economic globalization: goods circulate from point A to point B with any obstacles. We can get a sense of globalization by looking at the food and goods we buy.  Idea of globalization does not apply to humans, because of immigration laws and regulations. 

Cultural globalization: transnational migration of people, information and consumer culture. Form of common culture that travels through the web (ex. In English, those who have accessibility) is becoming global. Implications of uniformity and who will define the content of what globalized the culture. 
Agent such a Google defines what we as a culture see as information. Creates homogeneity. With globalization, the economy of one country or region is linked to others.
Globalization leads to dramatic increases in women’s migration to other countries for work. When women are unable to sustain their families, they may have no viable option but to leave their families and migrate for work. How economy is linked to exports coming from China, India.

In many cases migrant women end up in vulnerable types of employment marked by low pay and poor working conditions. 

What are the effects of globalization on women?
More jobs in the global, domestic and care industry
More export production jobs
Increased migration for work
Trafficking for sweatshop labor, marriage, domestic, and sex work.
More jobs in the sexual tourism industry.

Effects of globalization
Creation of industrial zones (maquiladoras) exempt from labor, health and safety and environmental laws. Using on the Mexican and US border, but on Mexican border. Health and safety regulations do NOT apply. Free zone territories with no environmental conditions and working conditions are dangerous. High concentration of women working in maquiladoras. 

Women are the preferred labor supply because they can be hired for lower pay, no benefits, job guarantees or social society. 



Sweatshops: Businesses that do not provide a living wage, require excessively long working hours, and provide poor working conditions with many health and safety hazards. In sweatshops, mistreatment of women workers is common and those who speak out, organize or attempt to unionize for better conditions are quickly shut down. 

Activism to stop sweat shop labor: when unions are formed, companies often close factories and move to friendlier locations. Governments often participate in the suppression of labor organizing. 

Establishing a set of global norms by which all corporations must abide is one key to stopping corporate abuse of women’s rights.

Sweatshops are inconsistent with Worker’s Human Rights. 

The global economy and women’s migration
Globalization makes economic survival difficult in some countries, which leads poor women to migrate to more affluent countries where there is a strong demand for low wage workers. Many leave children behind.
Migrating for domestic and care work
Mail-ordered and internet brides: Transaction through the internet to get married. Often women want their green card or citizenship, lack of prospects/ opportunities for women in their home country, Economic systems in place create the sex work in place

Globalizations shapes the economics and practice of sex work- travel for sexual purposes has grown with globalization.
Globalization economy makes sex work one of the only ways for some women to earn a living wage.
Sexual tourism is based on inequalities of power based on race, gender, class and nationality. Sexual tourism is not gender neutral. 
Sex trafficking industry: women forced into prostitution. 

The gender Gap is much wider than is commonly believed.
Analysis of statistics Canada’s 1998 survey of labour and income, finds that women’s median after tax incomes were 61 percent of men’s, while 50 percent of women in Canada had after tax incomes ranging from zero to $ 13,7886.

The gender Gap was greatest for women aged 46-64, placing many women in this cohort at risk of poverty in their senior years.
Women’s prevalence in part-time and temporary employment, continuing occupational segregation and wage discrimination keep women’s income low.
Unionization and university education are the best ways for women to raise their incomes and close the gender gap.

Are salaries still based on gender??
Trying to find common terms and requirements& skills and job description to compare male and women dominated fields, comparing by using employment equity. 

Prostitutions: term used by abolitionists (abolition of sex work, does use term sex work bc they don’t believe it’s a form of work, instead it’s a form of oppression).
Other term: sex trafficking
Model: Sweden, law target is put on the clients. People caught buying sexual services, have a fine, and must take part in workshops on why it is oppressive to women. Abolitionists ideology. Critique: Has not eradicated sex work, but has made sex workers ore isolated, creating more oppression for sex workers, must hide their work. 
Stigma against sex work, bc selling sexuality, and sexuality is supposed to be something sacred. 
-do not think anybody can consciously be willing to do sex work. 
Believe that no women can sell their sexuality without being damaged from it. Form of oppression. Sex workers cannot sell sex based on their own “free will”. 
Sex trafficking suggests its coerced, forced upon these women.

Sex Work: Term used by sex work activists. 
Position: want to decriminalize or legalize sex work
Models: Germany, New Zealand, Netherlands. Sex work is legal, 
-Looks at human and work rights to build a case for what kind of conditions they want for sex workers. 
Decriminalize: it’s not covered by a law, be removed by criminal code whatsoever that frames sexwork.
Legalize: Legal framework that provides conditions to preform sex work, for ex: government run brothels. The state takes a role within the work.
obligation for sex workers to preform only safe sex acts. 

Canada’s new prostitution law: Protection of communities and Exploited persons Act
New prostitution-Related offenses:
Purchasing sexual services
Receiving a financial or material benefit
Advertising the sale of sexual services.
Communicating for the purpose of selling sexual services in public places that are or are next to specific locations designed for use by children, ie: parks school grounds, day care centres, play grounds.
All criminalized.
But within these lines, sex work is still possible. You can sell, but cannot buy. You cannot advertise, or communicate in context of the transaction. 

The term sex work is also used as a political statement, one that helps legitimize and rationalize the sex industry, and designed to help and empower a pro sex and sex workers social movement. 

Sex workers represent a continuum: at one end, children or adults who are forced into sexual acts against their will, and at the other end, ??

Sex work is illegal except in Nevada, outside Las Vegas, in the rest of the state.

Controversy about legitimacy of sex as work:
One end of spectrum sex work is perceived as being banal ordinary work, is oppressive and harmful to all women. Not something women are doing freely.
On other end, sex workers want real right, to be seen as legitimate workers, and have safe and healthy conditions with decent wages. 

Putting sex work and sex trafficking should not be put in the same boat, trafficking suggests coercion and people being confined and forced, whereas sex work could be seen as a decisions being made by a conscious free thinking woman.  
