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The film, Children of Men, directed by Alfonso Cuaron, an adapted version of P.D. James’s novel, is definitely a must see on any movie critics list. It takes place in London in the year 2027, where there is global human infertility which cause is unknown. It has been eighteen years since the last child was born creating worldwide sorrow and hardship as the fate of humanity is unknown. The extensive amount of action and horror start in the opening scene when a bomb blows up in a coffee shop, this tension continues throughout the entire film with people being killed on the streets, numerous suicides and more bombs. The entire movie is magnificently filmed to capture the horrific scenes and make the viewer feel as though they are involved in the film. As the movie progresses, the government proceeds to remove all foreign-born refugees, by either assassination or placing them in cages and sending them to camps where violence and chaos is present. This is a true representation of actual historical events and the possibility of it recurring in the future. It’s an extremely fast paced, move on instinct, kind of film. 
The film moves on with Julianne Moore’s character approaching Theo, played by Clive Owen, for his assistance in protecting Claire-Hope Ashitey, who plays Kee, a pregnant refugee. Julian is the leader of a pro-immigration group, one of the largest anti-government groups in the country. I applaud the writers for making the “good guys” pro-immigration, especially in the context of the movie. The Rebels determine that Kee must be taken to “The Human Project”, a place created by psychologists, scientists and artists to cure infertility and restore mankind. Although there is no proof this place truly exists, The Rebels insist on finding a way to get her there. Let’s focus a little more on Julianne’s character, a strong and smart leader and also a human rights activist. Not only is it pleasing to see a woman playing a meaningful main character but because of her, this movie passes the bechdel test or (Mo movie measures). Let us agree that this movie has a badass female character which is a delightful change from most popular films. 
The main notion in the film is to restore hope  and faith in humanity. Over all, the film isn’t actually about infertility as it is about hope. In Sara Ahmed’s text Feminist Killjoy she emphasizes the theme of happiness. She states that ones “happiness is made conditionally on another persons happiness.”(56) Ahmed goes on by explaining how a shared object can create a social bond of happiness.(56) Perhaps hope and happiness are linked in the film; the obvious sense of hopelessness is due to infertility but Kee’s pregnancy bring happiness as it represents an opportunity for a future. Therefore, the baby would be the shared object of hope. I believe happiness doesn’t solely lie in the child’s hands, but also having hope that the “The Human Project” exists is another shared object of happiness. The movie illustrates as though there is little to no hope to humanity, because people believe it’s just a matter of time before humans become extinct. However, throughout the entire movie, there are many people fighting to get Kee and her baby to the safe land. The movie portrays a world of complete hopelessness, but one tiny life is enough to create a symbol of hope. Explained in Feminist Killjoy, happiness lies solely on another person or numerous people’s happiness, “happiness means following someone else’s good”. (56). The Rebels, Theo, Kee and others believe this utopia exists because the new life among them forms hope for happiness. 
Without a doubt, it seems clear to me that the film is focused on women-power rather then the male-dominance society we live in today. The film is based on a character named Kee who unknowingly becomes pregnant and gives birth to a baby girl. Not only is she not accompanied by the father of her child or a dominant male, she doesn’t know nor does she put thought into who the father is. The irrelevancy of the father of the miracle baby shows how the film differs from today’s society. The authors of Representing Women, Katie Milestone and Anneke Meyer express how society frames what women desire; all women are in need to find a man, settle down and start a family. (91) In Representing Women our society portrays being a single woman as “Singledom […] presented as running out of time to achieve the things that matter, namely getting married and having children.”(91). Contrary to the film whereas the two main female characters are intelligent, strong, independent and single without needing a male partner. Milestone and Meyer also state, “The assumption that all single women are desperate to be in a relationship reinforces the centrality of finding a man in every women’s lives.”(91). In Children of Men there is no mention of finding the father of Kee’s child or finding a man to take care of them because women are depicted to be independent in the film without needing the support of a man.
There is mention of a safe place in the film referred to as “The Human Project” which is a desired place for all the characters. Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha argues, in her text browngirlworld, that there is no safe place for anyone. She states,  “There is no fixed safe or sane place for any of us, as much as we desperately need it.”(15). Perhaps her statement is true in todays society, but in regards to the film believing in a safe place is one of the only things to be ambitious about. It is easier to believe in a safe then to face the reality of the end of mankind. Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha continues by saying, “Strive to remember this is our one, short life, and our choices we make will determine what comes out of it.”(15). The characters in Children of Men are seeing the possible end of their short lives and are faced with two choices: accept their fate and await death, or hope there is a utopia and believe it can save mankind. It is obvious that the main characters consider “The Human Project” to be a real place where they can recover from the worldwide apocalypse that is present in the film. I’d like to add that it was the women characters who initially believed that the “The Human Project” truly existed. 
The film explores how our society is ignorant to childbirth and aging because there is no threat to humanity. In the film there is complete awareness of how female fertility is necessary for societies future. It seems as though the film depicts a desperate need for women. The title Children of Men is misleading, because it leads the audience to believe that the film centers men, when in actuality there is a switch of gender roles. A quote from Feminist Killjoy explains “Any deviation from gender roles defined in terms of women being trained to make men happy is deviation from the happiness of all.” (Ahmed 55). As explained, in society, women are disciplined to fill the need of happiness of a man, contrary in the film, the women are solely looking out for their own happiness. The movie also shows how some men have a sense of empowerment thus have a right to claim women and in this case also a child who has no relevance to them. This seems dreadfully consistent with the society we live in. I think the reason for this is to make the movie seem realistic and as though this could be our world in the future. There is the impression, in the film, that some men still believe they are the dominant gender. The anarchists in the film are all patriarchal men who plan to keep Kee captive and believe they have the right to take her baby once it’s born. Those who are honestly helpful to Kee are mostly women, with the exception of a few men who clearly have respect and understand the importance of women.
In the last scene of the film Kee is holding her baby and facing Theo who is wounded and on the verge of dying. It is the only calm scene in the entire movie. I realize that it’s the first time the two characters actually look at each other and they are strangers to one another. Regardless, there’s a closeness, a sense of caring and affection and there’s also a moment of equality between them. For the first time in the film there is an illustration of happiness. There is no reassurance that Kee or her child will survive or if “The Human Projects” even exists, but there is so much hope portrayed though the characters in the last scene that I was content with the ending. The film is a powerful representation of what could happen in the future, and that having hope may not have an effect on the outcome but it does create happiness in others.
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