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English 1112 K—February 24 or 25 DGD

Activity 1: Mock test (in preparation for test 2 on March 2 (DGD’s 1 and 3) or March 3 (DGD 2), 20% of your final grade)

You should study the following materials:

Lectures

February 8

February 22 

February 29 (Joseph Templin’s guest lecture)

DGD’s

February 10 (DGD’s 1 and 3) or February 11 (DGD 2)

February 24 (DGD’s 1 and 3) or February 25 (DGD 2)

Note regarding materials about documentation: We will not examine your knowledge of the mechanics of documentation (pages 231-241 of the course pack) because there is no need to memorize those (only to implement them correctly in your reports).  The test WILL examine your understanding of plagiarism and of the meaningful integration of sources discussed in the lectures and DGD’s.
Please also study the following:

Elias Aboujaoude’s “The Illusion of Knowledge,” pages 306-330 of course pack 

Faria Sana, Tina Weston and Nicholas J. Cepeda’s "Laptop multitasking hinders classroom learning for both users and peers" and corresponding newspaper article (links provided in the February 8 and 22 lecture slides and also pasted here):

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254
 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/parenting/back-to-school/laptops-in-class-lowers-students-grades-canadian-study/article13759430/
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s The Long Winter, pages 116-224
The test will be structured as follows:

Eight sentence correction questions, correcting the error by using the principles discussed in class, five points per question (total 40 points)

Eight short-answer questions, five points per question (total 40 points)

Two questions asking to indicate if the use of a source is acceptable or not acceptable, 5 points per question (total 10 points) 

5 reading comprehension questions about The Long Winter, 1 percent per question (5 percent)

Reading journal question about The Long Winter (5 percent)

Part 1: For questions 1-10, copy each sentence or sentences, correcting the error by using the principles discussed in class (only eight sentence correction questions will be given in the test):

1. Imagine that these sentences are from an introductory paragraph in a report:

For many generations, students have been using various methods for taking notes in class.  In the twenty-first century, many students use laptops.  However, students also use laptops to perform non-academic tasks during class.  This can be disruptive.  
 We don’t need the first sentence / too generic

· While laptops can be useful for note taking, they are also often associated with disruptive behavior

2. Imagine that this is an introductory sentence in a report:

Students’ use of laptops in classrooms is a complex issue.

  Vague

 
What is the complex issue??
3. Barry J. Rosenberg (2005) states that

Good technical and scientific communication is one of the building blocks of civilization.  Preserving discoveries through writing means that others can benefit from them.  Inventing life-saving pharmaceuticals is useless without clear descriptions of how to fabricate and use them properly.  How many wonderful discoveries have been lost because a scientist or engineer didn’t or couldn’t successfully describe the idea?  How many commercial ideas have failed because no one could explain how to use the product?  How many ideas have failed because readers were bored instead of inspired? (p. 3).

4. The earth’s electromagnetic field is the thing that protects us from the sun’s radiation.
Too general 
“thing”

5. Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS) is a skin cancer often associated with AIDS.  Before 1980, Kaposi’s sarcoma was rare in North America.

Since we called it (KS), we don’t have to call it by its full name
6. I suspected that she suffered from internet addiction (uncontrolled internet use that interferes with daily activities) after she failed all her final exams.

Use a dash instead of first bracket
7. A laptop is a type of a computer.

= = = = portable computer.
8. Kimberly Young (2010) discusses the differences between internet addiction and drug addiction.  “Unlike chemical dependency, the Internet offers several direct benefits” (p. 19).

9. Naomi Baron (2008) discusses “The Lottery” because “I have a particular soft spot for Tessie, having drawn her role in a high school play.”

Note: this question refers to Naomi Baron’s Always On in which she suggest that we might be scapegoating the internet as the cause of low literacy and other problems.  Tessie is a scapegoat in “The Lottery.”

10. Sana, Weston and Cepeda (2013) say that “[u]ltimately students must take accountability for their own learning; however, enthusiastic instructors can influence how students choose to direct their attention during class time” (p. 30).

Part 2: Answer each of the following questions briefly but comprehensively (about 1-5 sentences) based on the materials studied in the course.  Eight questions will be given in the test (only five samples are given below).
11. Which guideline was discussed in class in relation to using magazine and encyclopedia articles found through the University of Ottawa’s library for reports in this course?
12. What was the result of the eye-tracking experiment that Elias Aboujaoude describes?
Printing something off instead of reading it online because of the ads
13. Aboujaoude refers to online readers as “peripatetic.”  What is the meaning of peripatetic?
Going from place to place
14. What do the authors of "Laptop multitasking hinders classroom learning for both users and peers" say about banning laptops from the classroom?

In powerpoint
15. What did Joseph Templin say about the private sector and the public sector in relation to process?
PP
Part 3: For questions 16 and 17, read the following excerpt from Andrew Ede and Lesley B. Cormack’s A History of Science in Society: From Philosophy to Utility (Peterborough: Broadview Press, 2004), p. 44.  Below each sentence in 13 and 14, write “plagiarism” if the use of the source is unacceptable, or “acceptable” if the use of the source is acceptable.

Excerpt:

Aristotle’s geocentric or Earth-centered system seemed to be obvious from general experience and philosophically consistent, but there were several problems with it when it came to detailed observation.  One of the most difficult was to explain retrograde orbit.  If an observer traced the course of the planets over an extended time across the sky, many seemed to slow down and eventually loop backward for a time before continuing their east to west movement.  This was most noticeable in the orbit of Mars.  

16. Aristotelian cosmology failed to provide a consistent explanation of “retrograde orbits” (Ede and Cormack, 2004, p. 44).

17.  Aristotle’s geocentric system seemed to be obvious from experience and was consistent with philosophy (Ede and Cormack, 2004, p. 44).

Part 4 (not depicted on the slides): 5 reading comprehension questions about The Long Winter
We will ask you questions that you should be able to answer based on your close reading of pages 116-224 of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s The Long Winter.  The aim of this exercise is to promote literacy through attentive reading.  Technical writing is not a mechanical skill but relies on a high level of literacy, which can only be developed by reading texts attentively.  The questions will be similar in nature to those given in Test 1 (but of course about different pages).  
Part 5 (not depicted on the slides): Reading journal question about The Long Winter (5 percent)

Note: the question will appear in the test exactly as it does below, so you have the opportunity to prepare.  However, you must write from memory without consulting the book or your notes.

Share one well-developed observation (5-7 sentences) from your reading journal about any aspect of pages 116-224 of The Long Winter that interests you. You do not need to provide quotes or page numbers (you may paraphrase materials from the book in your own words if you do not remember the quotes, but you may also choose to memorize quotes, in which case we will forgive inaccuracies).  Your reading journal sharing will be graded based on our general impression of your writing and the depth of your engagement with the text.  

Effects of isolation on mental health
Activity 2: Accurate descriptions—the human slingshot

You will watch a brief video depicting the human slingshot in class.  Edit and/or complete the following step-by-step description of the human slingshot to ensure that it is as accurate and effective as possible.   

1. The human slingshot is a/an ________________ designed to ______________.  
Projectile Recreational device …. propel a person back and forth

2. The sling is made up of a very long elastic rope stretched between two poles.

3. In the middle of the sling there is a harness designed to hold a human.
4. The harness is connected to a quadrunner, which is the means by which the harness is drawn back.

5. The sling is drawn away by the action of the quadrunner driving away from the two poles.
6. As the tension on the sling becomes very great, a person sitting on the back of the quadrunner releases the elastic rope, and the sling throws the person in the harness back and forth between the two poles.

Activity 3: A discussion of "Laptop multitasking hinders classroom learning for both users and peers"

Links to this article and its corresponding Globe and Mail article are in the February 8

February 22 lecture slides.  

(1) Explain the authors' use of the term "multitasking."  What is potentially problematic about their use of the term?  

(2) Why is the use of laptops in class problematic?  What are the solutions?
(3) Discuss your experience and observations about laptops and other electronic

devices in the classroom.

(4) What have you learned about the use of internet vs. library sources from the comparison between the academic article and the Globe and Mail article?

Activity 4: Catch-up from previous DGD

Activity 4 (from the last DGD): Paraphrasing/summarizing

Read each passage below, followed by its paraphrase/summary.  In each case, discuss how the paraphrasing author used the source material meaningfully for his/her purposes.

Passages (1), (3) and (4) have been copied from Purdue OWL: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/619/02/.  (2) has been copied from John M. Lannon and John Klepp’s Technical Communication.  Toronto: Pearson, 2006.  124-26.
(1)

While the Sears Tower is arguably the greatest achievement in skyscraper engineering so far, it is unlikely that architects and engineers have abandoned the quest for the world's tallest building. The question is: Just how high can a building go? Structural engineer William LeMessurier has designed a skyscraper nearly one-half mile high, twice as tall as the Sears Tower. And architect Robert Sobel claims that existing technology could produce a 500-story building. 

How much higher skyscrapers of the future will rise than the present world marvel, the Sears Tower, is unknown. However, the design of one twice as tall is already on the boards, and an architect, Robert Sobel, thinks we currently have sufficient know-how to build a skyscraper with over 500 stories (add citation). 
(2)

Neither electromagnetic fields nor electromagnetic radiation causes cancer per se, most researchers agree.  What they do is promote cancer.  Cancer is a multistage process that requires an “initiator” that makes a cell or group of cells abnormal.  Everyone has cancerous cells in his or her body.  Cancer—the disease as we think of it—occurs when these cancerous cells grow uncontrollably. 

[Name of author] explains that electromagnetic waves probably do not directly cause cancer.  However, they might contribute to the uncontrollable growth of those cancer cells normally present—but controlled in the human body (add citation).
(3)

The Antarctic is the vast source of cold on our planet, just as the sun is the source of our heat, and it exerts tremendous control on our climate," [Jacques] Cousteau told the camera. "The cold ocean water around Antarctica flows north to mix with warmer water from the tropics, and its upwellings help to cool both the surface water and our atmosphere. Yet the fragility of this regulating system is now threatened by human activity.

According to Jacques Cousteau, the activity of people in Antarctica is jeopardizing a delicate natural mechanism that controls the earth's climate. He fears that human activity could interfere with the balance between the sun, the source of the earth's heat, and the important source of cold from Antarctic waters that flow north and cool the oceans and atmosphere (add citation).
(4)

Of the more than 1000 bicycling deaths each year, three-fourths are caused by head injuries. Half of those killed are school-age children. One study concluded that wearing a bike helmet can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent. In an accident, a bike helmet absorbs the shock and cushions the head. 

The use of a helmet is the key to reducing bicycling fatalities, which are due to head injuries 75% of the time. By cushioning the head upon impact, a helmet can reduce accidental injury by as much as 85%, saving the lives of hundreds of victims annually, half of whom are school children (add citation).
Activity 5 (from the last DGD): Communicating common knowledge in your own voice

The following passage has been copied from Richard Westfall’s Never at Rest: a Biography of Isaac Newton (page 5).  Westfall discusses Galileo in the context of the background to Newton’s discoveries.  The information in the passage is not original; it could be found in virtually every book about the Scientific Revolution.  However, Westfall maintains a fresh and engaging perspective as he communicates common knowledge in his own voice.  Discuss how he achieves originality.    

[the passage follows a discussion of Kepler’s laws.  Kepler’s laws correctly described how the planets moved around the sun without explaining the causality.  Newton later discovered why they moved: because of gravitation]

The same year that saw the publication of Kepler’s Astronomia nova also witnessed the entry into astronomy of the instrument destined to become its principal tool.  In 1609 Galileo Galilei first turned a telescope on the heavens, and the following year he began to publish his observations.  Galileo was an ardent Copernican and attempted to turn his observations to the support of the Copernican system.  He observed the rugged surface of the moon, which contradicted earlier notions of the crystalline perfection of the heavens. So did the spots on the sun, which formed and dissolved in relatively short periods of time, and which moved across its face, indicating that the sun turned on its axis.  He discovered satellites of Jupiter, so that the earth ceased to be unique in its accompanying satellite.  He observed the phases of Venus, which were incompatible with the geocentric system, since they demonstrated that Venus circles the sun.  All of this and especially the last lent support to heliocentric astronomy, though there was no way in which Galileo or anyone else could observe the motion of the earth or the centrality of the sun through a telescope.
