Perseus and Hollywood Mythology

Perseus 
-Legendary founder of Myceae
-Greek hero who killed the Gorgon Medusa
-And claimed Andromeda in marriage having rescued her from a sea monster
-Son zeus and Danae
-Danae was the only child of king Acrisius of Argos
-The Oracle at Delphi told Acrisius he would one day be killed by his grandson
-So to keep Danae a virgin and childless he imprisoned her in a bronze chamber, open to the sky 
-Zeus came to her in a shower of gold and impregnated her.
-Acrisius was fearful of the prophecy but did not want to incur the Gods wrath by killing his daughter and grandson
-So he cast them out to sea in a chest
-Danae’s fearful prayer to gods was heard
-And they washed ashore at the island of Seriphos
-The fisherman Dictys raised the boy to manhood
-Dicty’s brother was king: polydectes
-After some time had passed, polydectes fell in love with Danae
-But his intentions were not honorable and perseus used to shield his mother from Polydectes un welcome advances
-Polydectes wanted Perseus off the island so he could seduce Danae
-So he devised a trick (the banquet, where every guest had to bring a horse)
-Perseus had no horse, and asked Poldectes what he would like instead
-Polydectes named the head of the Gorgon Medusa
-(Whose expression turned people to stone)
-Medusa had once been a beautiful women, whom Poseidon raped/ seduced in the Temple of Athena
-Athena punished Medusa for her transgression by turning her into a hideous monster with snakes for hair.
-Athena instructed Perseus to find the Hesperides
-The nymphs who tended Hera’s orchard
-They ahd the weapons to defeat the Gorgon Medusa
-But Perseus needs to find out the whereabouts of the Hesperides
-So he goes to the Graeae, the sisters of the Gorgons (Stergon Witches in the movies)
-One eye and one tooth 
-Three women, born old, who had to share a single eye
-As the women passed the eye from one to another, Perseus snatched it away and held it in ransom for the information he sought
-The Graeae led him to the Hesperides 
- From the Hesperides he received a kibisis (a knapsack) to hold the head.
-Zeus gave him a sword and Hades helmet of darkness
-Hermes gave him winged sandals
-Athena gave him a shield
- In the Gorgons Cave he found Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa
- By viewing Medusa’s reflection in his shield he was able to cut off her head
- From her neck sprang Pegasus (a winged horse)
-And Chrysaor (a young man) 
- The result of Medusa coupling with Poseidon
- The other two Gorgons pursued him but he was hidden by the helmet
-On the way back to Seriphos, Perseus stopped off at the kingdom of Ethiopia
-Ruled by King Cepheus and Queen Caasiopeia 
-Cassopeia boasted that she was equal in beauty to the Nereids
-And so Poseidon sent down a tsunami and a sea-monster
-A ketos
- The oracle of Ammon decreed that no relief would be found until the king’s daughter Andromeda was sacrificed to the ketos
- So she was chained to a rock at the shore
-Perseus flew in, killed the monster, set her free, and claimed her in marriage
-he flies using winged sandals
-Renaissance Europe and modern imagery has generated the misconception that Perseus rose Pegasus
-this was actually the hero Bellerophon
-At his wedding to Andromeda, Perseus used the head of Medusa to turn a rical into stone
-As he was flying over Libya, the falling drops of Medusa’s blood created a race of toxic serpents
-On returning to Seriphos, Perseus discovered Danae had gone into hiding to escape King Polydectes’ advances
-Perseus killed him with Medusa’s head and made Dictys king (who married Danae)
-Perseus was an authentic historical figure to the Greeks

Clash of the Titans (1981)
 -Aimed at the pre-teen and young teen star wars generation 
-Star-studded cast of Olympian Gods: Sir Laurence Olivier, Maggie Smith, Clare Bloom, Ursula Andress 
- The scriptwriter Cross was married to Maggie Smith
- Burgess Meredith plays the mentor Ammon
- Harry Hamlin as Perseus; Judi Bowker as Andromeda
-Neil McCarthy as Calibos

Ray Harryhausen
-Birth 1920
-American Film producer and special effects creator
-Stop-motion model animation called ‘dynamation’
-He was influenced by films such as The Lost World and King Kong
-Other films of note:
-Jason and the Argonauts
-The Sinbad Movies


Study Questions:

1.Which liberties does the screenwriter take with Greek myth in this film?
-Calibos is completely made up
-Thetis is in the villain role
-Medusa offends Aphrodite
-Perseus riding Pegasus 
-The Golden Owl
-The way Perseus and Andromeda story unravel
-The name ‘Cracken’ suppose to be Ketos 
-Hermes is missing
-Ammon doesn’t follow Perseus around
-No Polydectys 
-Sea Monster is unleashed because Andromeda is claimed that she is more beautiful
-Calibos is transformed into a freak because he kills all of Zeus’s winged horses

The original title for this film Perseus and the Gorgon. Why is the film called Clash of the Titans? 
-Relates more to a modern audience

Is the Sea associated with masculine or the feminie?
-Feminine


-Inspired by King Kong

Clash of the Titans (2010)

-The film positions itself quite explicitily in relation to the 1981 version.
-But usually in ways meant to create distance and difference
-How does the 2010 film start:
	-Stars

How does the 2010 version of Clash differ from the 1981 version?
-The adoptive family of Perseus is given some air time
-Calibos is Acrisius
-Calibos’s blood gives rise to scorpions 
-They made Io Perseus’s love interest 
-Pegasus is black
-Hades controls the ‘Cracken’ instead of Poseidon
-They made fun of the golden owl



























T ———

o
b .
e

R R

o M,
e

T .

e e o e e ot ™!
et bt e o e

{Whse creion e g o)

e S v o oo e s Tl

At sty it s s e
ot b et
ettt bt o e e
e
ot o e o

e epecs e e o) ol et




