Study Notes
Lesson 1: Tradition, Discipline and Definition
Study Notes

The Tradition of Political Science
• Based in Western civilization.
• Deeply rooted in Greek, Roman, and Judeo-Christian traditions.
The Greeks
• (Plato, Aristotle)
• Introduced to us the notion of democracy.
• Development of democracy in Athens was to become both a model and an inspiration for succeeding generations to the present time.
• Plato and Aristotle’s writings laid the foundations of political enquiry, introducing us to both a philosophical and scientific understanding of the political.
The Romans
• Cicero, St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas
• The concept of citizenship and rights is associated with the Romans.
• They linked ancient with medieval thought.
The Sixteenth Century
 Niccolo Machiavelli
• Took for granted the concept of state sovereignty.
Jean Bodin and Thomas Hobbes
• Wrote of sovereignty as the inalienable right of the monarch, which no other authority, either temporal or spiritual, could override.
Non-Western Traditions
Confucius
• China’s most famous teacher, philosopher, and political theorist.
• Influenced political and social thought throughout East Asia.
Kautilya
• It is generally believed that Kautilya’s political realism was largely responsible for the consolidation and success of the Mauryan Empire under Chandragupta and Ashoka.
Avicenna
• One of the most famous and influential of the philosopher-scientists of Islam.
Gandhi
• Gandhi’s nationalism, based on the principles of non-violence, acquired an ethical universalism influencing followers both within and outside India.
Other Important Traditions
    
Henry VIII of England and Louis XIV of France
• Established absolute authority over their respective kingdoms.

John Locke
• Introduced the notions of limited government, individual rights, and political tolerance.
American Revolution and French Revolution
• Premised on the principles of individual rights of life, liberty, and equality.

John Stuart Mill
• Building on the thoughts of Locke, Mill’s thoughts formed the foundation of democratic ideologies.

Karl Marx
• Had a profound influence in raising our consciousness to structural inequalities in society, thereby resulting in the broadening of our notion of citizenry and eventually to the rise of the welfare state.
The Discipline of Political Science
• The first North American political science department was established in 1880.

• The U.S. has had a tremendous influence in defining the discipline of political science.

• American political science has come to exercise a hegemonic influence in determining the content of political science all around the world.

• Generally, the discipline of political science is divided into the specialization of political theory and philosophy, domestic politics, comparative politics, and international politics.

• The sub-disciplines are: political economy, public policy, and public administration.

• Recently, gender and politics has begun to assert itself as another specialization.
The Definition of Political Science
Political science is now generally understood to be the study of governmental processes—the dynamics and institutions of public governance.

In short, political science is a study of politics, where politics is the process of making binding decisions to allocate scarce resources within the society.

• David Easton: “The authoritative allocation of values.”

• Harold Lasswell: “Who gets what, when, and how.”
Two universal characteristics of politics: Conflict and Power
• Conflict emerges in a society for two reasons: 

1. Through competition for scarce resources;
2. Through competition for differing goals and values.

• Power: the ability of a person to make others do something that he or she might not otherwise do.

• Conflict is directly related to the exercise of power. Power enables the government to make binding decisions to allocate scarce values.
Three variants of power:
• Influence, coercion, and authority.
Authority
• Of the three variants of power, authority has the greatest significance for political governance.

• Authority is vested in individuals by virtue of their office.

• Authority is only possible if it is accompanied by legitimacy. If authority is the right to command, legitimacy is the response to command.
Max Weber points out that the basis of authority differs according to the nature of authority. He distinguishes between charismatic, traditional, and legal authority:
Traditional authority
• The legitimacy in this structure is derived from a respect for the sanctity of tradition.
Charismatic authority
• Legitimacy is based on the extraordinary qualities and mission of the charismatic leader.
Legal authority
• Based on legal principles, and it is the rule of law that legitimizes the authority.
Lesson 2: Contending Approaches
Study Notes

"Old Institutionalism"
Key points
· Politics is explained by specifying how political institutions work.
· This formal-legal approach was used prior to the 1950s.
· Centers on the formal institutions of politics: constitutions, parliaments, cabinets, bureaucracies, and so on.
Critiques
1 Descriptive rather than explanatory.
2 Criticized for being atheoretical: did not look to formulate generalizations.
3 Its focus on institutions led to a narrow view of politics.
4 It simply led to the description of particular case studies and was therefore non-comparative.
5 Too parochial: looked almost exclusively at Western developed countries as opposed to non-Western and developing ones.  
Systems Analysis 
Key points
· Politics is conceptualized as a system with inputs, outputs, and feedback.
· Also called "Systems Theory".
· Developed in the 1960s by David Easton.
· First approach devised to make political science more scientific and more theoretical.
· Focuses on political actors rather than institutions.
· Provides a theoretical model of politics that is said to be general: presented as being valid for understanding politics in virtually any country at almost any time.
· Represents a whole, but only in a minimalist fashion: it is the sum of its parts, no more, no less.
· Devises two systems that exist in the political environment: intrasocietal and extrasocietal systems.
· Key principle: equilibrium.
· At the heart of this equilibrium are input and output mechanisms.
Critiques
1 In an attempt to get away from the old institutionalism, it has completely evacuated the state from political analysis and therefore misses and important element of politics.
2 This approach gives the impression that politics takes place in the context of a classless society.
3 The model generated by this approach is fairly static, showing a strong bias towards equilibrium. It is fundamentally unable to deal with political change.
4 This approach is not explanatory in nature. It describes rather than explains the political process.
Structural-Functionalism
Key points
· Political structures are viewed as developing in response to social needs.
· Popularized in the 1960s by Gabriel Almond.
· Views politics and social life in systemic terms: there is a political system that coexists with other types of systems.
· Identifies seven functions in found in every political system: political socialization, interest articulation, interest aggregation, political communication, rule-making, rule application, and rule adjudication.
· Politics is an organic whole: it cannot be reduced to the sum of its parts.
Critiques
1 Explanatory power of the approach is poor.
2 Hides or forgets class and other cleavages.
3 Bias towards stability and the status quo.
Political Culture
Key points
· The pattern of individual attitudes and orientations towards politics among the members of a political system. It is the subjective realm that underlies and gives meaning to political action.
· Developed by Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba.
· Political systems can be explained by a society's culture.
· The best known expression of this approach is the so-called fragment theory.
Critiques
1 Emphasis on culture introduces problems with regard to change.
2 There is evidence that culture is not the sole determinant of political outcomes.
3 This type of approach can lead to stereotyping and oversimplification.
4 This approach can be misleading with its tendency to draw on "national character" to explain politics.

Political Economy 
Key points
· Politics is conceptualized in terms of state-market relations.
· Long, rich tradition in Canadian political science.
· Divided into two branches: the first branch draws from Marx's theory of class conflict. It is openly critical of capitalism. The second branch derives from the work of classical economists such as Adam Smith.
· This approach seems increasingly relevant as a tool of analysis of the contemporary world.
Critiques
1 The focus on the economy to explain politics can be seen as a weakness.
Rational Choice
Key points
· Political outcomes are viewed as the product of strategic decision making.
· Introduced by William Riker.
· One of the most popular approaches to politics, especially in the U.S.
· This approach assumes that individuals are rational, strategic, and self-interested, that they naturally look to maximize their own wealth or power, and that they are constantly making decisions by weighing costs and benefits.
Critiques
1 Strategic decision making never occurs in undistorted conditions: information is rarely complete.
2 Rationality may be useful in explaining the means to an end, but not the end itself.
3 Reducing politics to individual rationality is an oversimplification.
New Institutionalism
Key points
· Politics is seen as heavily shaped by political institutions.
· Focuses on how institutions impact political incomes rather than simply on how institutions work.
· Particular interest in explaining differences in outcomes across countries.
Critiques
1 Ignores or marginalizes variables other than institutional ones.
Feminism
Key points
· Politics is conceptualized in terms of gender relationships.
· Argues that traditional approaches are not neutral and value-free, but rather represent and promote a particular view about politics.
· Claims that the process of theorizing is grounded in power relationships.
· Adopts a gender-specific standpoint when looking at politics.
· Concludes that existing political orders are male-dominated and oppressive for women.
Critiques
1 Favors a political science that is not neutral, objective, and value-free.
Post-Modernism
Key points
· Politics is constructed by discourse.
· Perhaps the most controversial approach to politics.
· "Deconstructs" discourse so as to show its power dimension.
· Critical of existing political orders.
Critiques
1 Does not seek to explain politics.
2 Relativist and nihilist approach.



THE STAPLES THEORY
Definition of a staple: a commodity which dominates an economy’s exports. In the staples thesis, the commodity must be relatively unprocessed.  Fish, wheat and flour, timber and furs are all considered Canadian staple products.
· Determinants of the staple produced in a region
Cost of Production of the staple
Resource base
Technology
External demand
Transportation costs
Technology
Public investment
· Characteristics of the staple determines the extent of development resulting from staples production.
Social organization of production
Linkages of staple production: inducement to further investment.
Backward
Forward
Final Demand or income linkage
Note that the model is essentially demand driven. Demand for the export product creates derived demand through linkages.
Algebraically: AD = C + I + G + X - M. A good staple not only increases X but also stimulates I and C and tends to reduce M.  You have likely seen this equation in discussions of the multiplier and Keynesian economics in macroeconomics classes.
2 Growth paths of a staple producing nation.
3 Successful transformation from one staple to another as markets or technology change.  Dried cod is replaced by frozen cod blocks which are later replaced by fresh lobster exports.  Oil production becomes a staple export in addition to fish production.
4 Diversification around staples production to the extent that the nation ceases to be a staples producer.  Ontario’s development has been interpreted as starting with wheat exports and progressing to industrial development.
5 The staples trap. Continue to produce a staples product which no longer generates an adequate income.  Guysborough County still relies primarily on its fisheries which does not provide high incomes in the area.  Natural gas production has not yet provided substantial benefits to the region.
Overview of the staples thesis.
Argued that the pattern of settlement and economic development in Canada, up to the 20th century, and perhaps even now, has been shaped by production of a few products for export.
1. Staple production motivated European contact.
2. The technical characteristics of the staple determined the extent of settlement and the other forms of economic production in settlement area. i.e. fishery led to ship building.
3. Successful economic growth required flexibility in shifting from one to another staple and economic circumstances changed.
4. The most successful pattern was when the subsidiary production (for example, agricultural implements and consumer goods for wheat farmers) became more important than the staple, and the economy ceased to be a staple producer.
5. The characteristics of the staple product shaped the type of society which evolved.
The dispersed independent nature of the fishery led to the fragmented political structure of the Maritimes.
The need to defend long trading routes in the fur trade led to the centralizing, imperialistic tendency of Central Canada.
6. Recently there has been increased controversy about the importance of staples exports in determining the path of economic development in Canada.
Intellectual contribution of the staples thesis
[if !supportLists]1.      [endif]Harold Innis began to see technology creating social patterns. Paper, papyrus and radio all shaped societies in different ways.
[if !supportLists]2.      [endif]Marshall McLuan was a student of Harold Innis and other staples economic historians. The medium is the message and the global village are concepts McLuan developed in the 1970s.  The role of the computer in reshaping society has renewed interest in his ideas.
[if !supportLists]3.      [endif]The staples thesis and the ideas developed from it by McLuan are uniquely Canadian intellectual contributions.

Lesson 3: Methodology
Study Notes

RESEARCH TECHNIQUES:
Normative Approach
· Concerned with normative questions: asks philosophical or how questions about politics, individuals and society.
Empirical Approach 
6 Concerned with why things happen rather than with what should happen.
7 Seeks to establish testable and verifiable relationships between the independent and dependant variables.
Case Study Method
· Emphasizes the in-depth study of a single country, or a single political institution or political behaviour in a single country.
· Strength: allows for a truly detailed and intensive analysis of the case under investigation.
· Weakness: pertains to the generalizability of its findings. Such findings are based on the study of a single case and therefore contribute the least to theory-building in political science.
Statistical Method
2 At the heart of this method is the mathematical manipulation of empirically observed data to test or discover certain relationships among the independent and dependant variables.
3 Mathematical coding techniques allow scholars to test the relation between the variables over hundreds of cases, and thus use their findings to confirm or debunk hypotheses.
4 Weakness: difficulty encountered by scholars trying to develop variables that can travel easily across different regions and cases. Consequently, scholars may be skeptical about this method's findings.
Comparative Method
· Involves the analysis of a small number of cases, usually two or three, but at least two, to discover empirical relationships between variables and to test hypotheses.
· Strength: allows researchers flexibility when selecting their cases.
Most-similar-systems approach
· The researcher selects two cases that are similar in as many ways as possible.
· Objective is to control for as many variables as possible between the two cases to explain variation on the dependent variable through a single independent variable.
Most-different-systems approach
· Seeks to explain variations on the dependent variable by selecting cases that are dissimilar in many respects. Consequently, the one variable shared by these cases tends to explain the variation on the dependent variable.
Diachronic Comparisons
· Compare political dynamics or a political institution in one country, but during different periods of time.
Synchronic Comparisons
· Compare a political institution or political behaviour across countries, usually during the same period of time.
Experimental Method
· Based on the manipulation of variables: two equivalent groups are set up, one of which (the experimental group) is exposed to a stimulus while the other (the control group) is not. The results among the two groups of this test are then compared, with the difference between them attributed to the stimulus. Of course, this assumes that all other variables are held constant or are being controlled.
· Weakness: the practical and ethical impediments confronting this method make it the least employed in political science research.


























Lesson 5: The State
Study Notes

State Formation in the West
Charles Tilly
· Identifies three main features specific to those areas where national states first emerged in Western Europe in the seventeenth century
· These areas played a formative role in the emergence of modern states.
The 3 main features are:
•  Cultural homogeneity. Already in the sixteenth century Western Europe had developed a substantial level of cultural homogeneity among local populations.
•  Peasant way of life.
8 Allowed state makers, in this case the rulers, to tax the peasants as they saw fit.
9 The taxation allowed state makers to redirect resources away from the countryside and towards the urban centres.
•  Extensive, decentralized, but relatively uniform political structures. The acceptance of uniform political structures facilitated the absorption of smaller political structures into larger ones.
· Centralizing efforts of state makers in Western Europe were almost always resisted in the peripheral areas by the peasantry.
War Making and State Making
5 The cyclical dynamic of state formation suggests the existence of a causal relationship between war making and state making.
· War making has been at the heart of the process of creating strong states possessing strong institutions.
· The modern state's distinguishing characteristic is its sovereignty, i.e., its ability to make decisions without interference from external actors.
The Welfare State
· Took shape mainly between the two world wars.
· Its ideational origin may be traced back to the work of John Stuart Mill.
· Mill's ideas would come to form the foundational bases for later welfare state liberals.
· In practice, the welfare state amounted to an expansion of state duties beyond simply protecting private property to include a more active or interventionist role in promoting distributive justice.
· This entailed extending an array of social benefits and rights - such as employment insurance, health insurance, collective bargaining rights, and maternity leave - to different sectors of society.
State Formation in the Rest of the World
· The process of state formation outside Europe has been organically connected to colonialism.
· Wherever they went, colonial powers created the essential features of a modern state.
· States created by colonial powers in the developing world were artificial, not because their borders were indifferent to their ethnic composition, but rather because these new states were many times larger than the political systems, whether tribal or dynastic, that they displaces or encapsulated.
· These new entities were often a mélange of heterogeneous groups, some of whose members had never shared the same political sphere in the past.
· It was the expansion of the territorial space and the concentration of politics at the centre of the new states that politicized ethnic identities and created ethnic conflict in many parts of the developing world.
· After many newly created states gained independence in the developing world, the state emerged as a target for competing socio-political groups.
· In states composed of different ethnic, religious, sectarian, or tribal groups, competition over the control of state resources is bound to become a zero-sum game: what is considered a gain by one group is considered a loss by another.
· Viewing ethnic conflict from the prism of the post independence struggles over state institutions and resources allows us to move away from the unconvincing claim that these conflicts are rooted in the political cultural distinctiveness of Third World societies.
Defining the State
Max Weber's definition of the state:
· "A compulsory political association with continuous organization [whose] administrative staff successfully upholds a claim to the monopoly of legitimate use of force in the enforcement of its order.within a given territorial area."
· This is an empirical definition.
Four indicators of statehood drawn from Weber's definition:
1 a continuous administrative staff;
2 a military establishment that successfully monopolizes the legitimate use of violence;
3 a financial and tax collection apparatus that provides the wherewithal to support the administration and the military; and
4 territoriality - does the state have clearly demarcated borders or are its borders fluid and contested?
· The array of contemporary states does not fit Weber's classic definition.
· Not all states are composed of a culturally, linguistically, ethnically, or religiously homogeneous population.
· The Weberian definition of the state is clearly not without limitations when applied to non-Western societies.
Joel Migdal's definition of the state: 
· Suggests an alternative model for understanding state dynamics in the Third World.
· Migdal retains the ideal-type Weberian definition of the state, but he situates the state within a different social context.
· He presents a model of state-society relations in the Third World that depicts the state as one among many other social organizations, locked in "an active struggle for social control of the population," in an "existing environment of conflict."
· For Migdal, the societies in which numerous Third World states exist are " weblike, " a mélange of fairly autonomous social organizations" each vying for social control.
· The state's capabilities include "the capacities to penetrate society, regulate social relationships, extract resources, and appropriate or use resources in determined ways.
States and Regimes
· In many non-democratic states that lack powerful political institutions, we refer to the governing bodies as regimes.
· A regime is defined as "that nexus of alliances within and without the formal bureaucratic and public sectors that the leader forms in order to gain power and to keep it."
· At the core of a regime is the leader, flanked by a coterie of rotating officials who are strategically placed throughout the executive, army, and intelligence establishments.
· Regimes are not monolithic entities. They include liberal and conservative elements, the latter often found in the bureaucracy and the intelligence services.
 

























Lesson 6: Federalism and Federations
Study Notes

Conceptual Distinctions

· Federalism: understood as a principle of government that seeks to reconcile unity and diversity through the exercise of political power along multiple autonomous levels.
· Through federalism, different political units can live together yet apart since they share a government while at the same time having their own.
· Federalism attempts to maintain the delicate balance between the federal government's tendency to favour centralization and the will of the units to preserve and/or expand their own powers.

Federalism as a principle has two main political uses:
1. The fragmentation of political power and the creation of checks and balances in the political system.
· In dividing power between two or more levels of government, federalism offers a protection against absolutism and authoritarianism in two ways: it limits the power that one individual, group, or government can have, and features two poles of political power that can monitor and check each other's actions.
· This political use of federalism was at the centre of the creation of the first modern federation, the United States.
· Federalism is a liberal idea.
2. Managing ethnic, linguistic, or religious diversity.
· The idea is that conflicts in multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, or multi-confessional states can be avoided, or at least lessened, by developing power over language, culture, and other fields such as education that traditionally create tensions between the various communities.

Federation: refers to political systems where two or more levels of government are sovereign within their own specified jurisdiction.
In addition to the sharing of sovereignty between levels of government, federation generally present three other features:
1. A formal division of power between central and regional government.
· Powers of federal governments almost always include citizenship and immigration, defence, foreign policy, international trade and commerce, and the currency.
· Constituent units usually have power in the areas of language, culture, health, education, social services, and municipal affairs.
· The complexity of modern politics almost inevitably involves cooperation between federal governments and constituent units, thereby further blurring the division of powers.
2. In federations, the division of powers is specified in a constitution.
· A constitution is the supreme law of a land; it is the law to which all other laws must conform.
3. The representation of constituent units within central institutions.

Unitary State and Confederation
Unitary states: generally more centralized than federations, although they may have, like federations, more than one level of government.
· The crucial feature of a unitary state is that whatever powers regions or other governments have, they are only delegated by the central state, which means they can be "brought back" at any time without the approval of regional governments.
Confederation: a political unit composed of independent states that accept to cede some of their sovereignty to common institutions.
· Confederations are more decentralized than federations.
· They are often transitory arrangements that represent a stage in either a process of federalization of the dismantling of a state, whether it be federal or unitary.

Intergovernmental Relations and Fiscal Arrangements
· The practice of intergovernmental relations has developed outside the formal constitutional framework in response to the need for mutual consultation resulting from the increasing role of the state in society.
· At the broadest level, the most common strategy adopted for conducting intergovernmental relations is known as executive federalism.
There are two types of financial transfers in federations: conditional and unconditional .
· Conditional transfers are transfers for which the federal government stipulates how the funds should be spent.
· Unconditional transfers come with no strings attached.
Centralization-decentralization, Symmetry-asymmetry
· Centralization-decentralization: This conceptual dichotomy refers to the relative power of the federal government and the constituent units.
· Centralized federation: At the broadest level, a centralized federation is a federation in which the powers of the federal government are relatively greater than those of the constituent units.
· A decentralized federation is a federation in which the powers of the constituent units are relatively greater than those of the federal government.

At least three different criteria can be taken into consideration when evaluating the balance of power between the levels of government:
1. The first criterion is the written constitution.
2. A second criterion that can be used to assess the degree of centralization/decentralization of a federation is government expenditures.
3. A third criterion involves looking at the federal institutions.
· In addition to being centralized or decentralized, federations can be symmetrical or asymmetrical.
· Symmetry in federations means that all constituent units have a similar status and similar powers.
· In contrast, asymmetry tends to be a response to constituent units being different with respect to such things as economic development, population and culture/language.
· It can be constitutionally specified.

Federalism and Federation in Contemporary Politics
· There are only 22 federations among currently existing states.
· Regimes that are not liberal-democratic are unlikely to choose a federal model.
· Many are sceptical of federalism's capacity to manage ethnic diversity, arguing instead that it only encourages secession.
· From this perspective, the unitary state is argued to be better suited for the purpose of national cohesion and integration.










Lesson 8: Executives and Legislatures
Study Notes

The three main functions of government are the making, the execution, and the interpretation of laws.
These functions are performed by different branches of government:
· The legislature
· The executive
· The judiciary

The Legislature
The central task of the legislature is law production.
· Depending on the number of their chambers, legislatures may be either unicameral or bicameral .

A veto player of a legislative process is defined as an actor whose consent is required for the status-quo bill to be changed and amended.
· In states with bicameral legislatures, the first or lower chamber is elected on the principle of popular representation, while the second or upper chamber is organized on the basis of some other principle.

Legislative committees may be of three major types:
· permanent or standing •  Standing committees are of a permanent nature; they are mandated to look after bills proposed in clearly defined issue or policy areas.
· ad hoc •  In contrast to standing committees, the legislature may decide to form an ad hoc committee in order to examine and investigate a particularly sensitive issue, scandal, or problem of immediate and major concern to the population.
· joint •  Finally, bicameral legislatures may appoint joint committees in order to resolve conflicts that may emerge between the two chambers in the legislative process or simply to ensure that representatives from both chambers are adequately involved in scrutinizing the government.

The Executive
•  Collectively, the executive branch of government is responsible for implementing laws made by the legislature.
 •  At the top of the hierarchy within the executive is the head of state, who not only symbolizes the unity of the state, but, depending on the constitution, may also have important and effective political powers.
 •  In terms of selection, two main types of head of state may be identified: the elected and the hereditary.
•  In countries where the head of state is a non-hereditary office, the head of state is often called the president.

•  While the overwhelming majority of states have a single person performing the functions of the head of state, some states have a collegial chief executive.

•  Two principal types of executives exist based on the relationship between the heads of state and government:
· executives in which the two offices are held by the same person; and
· executive branches in which the two roles are played by different individuals (split executive).

· After the head of state, the head of government makes up the next rung in the executive hierarchy.
· The head of government is assisted by the council of ministers, or cabinet.

· The doctrine of collective cabinet responsibility encourages both teamwork and consensual decision making in the cabinet.
· Another doctrine to mention with respect to the practice of cabinet government is individual ministerial responsibility , which means that each minister is responsible for the affairs of the department, or ministry, that he or she heads.
· The doctrine of collective cabinet and individual ministerial responsibility significantly affect the powers of the head of government.
· In political systems where these doctrines are practiced, the head of government is essentially a primus inter pares , meaning that he is the first, or prime, minister among his ministerial colleagues who are technically considered his equals.
· Despite this seeming equality, prime ministers tend to be more powerful; they can unilaterally decide to call a vote of confidence .

Presidential and Parliamentary Forms of Government
There are three types of government:
· The presidential
· The parliamentary
· The semi-presidential


The essential characteristics of the presidential government are:
· the direct election of the chief executive;
· executive and legislative terms that are fixed and independent of one another;
· the heading of the cabinet by the directly elected chief executive; and
· some legislative authority in the hands of the directly elected chief executive.
· These four characteristics promote a separation of powers between the executive and the legislature.
The parliamentary form of government is characterized by the fusion of legislative and executive authority.

The parliamentary form of government:
· does not have a directly elected chief executive;
· has terms of its executive and legislature that are contingent and interconnected; the executive can dismiss the legislature but its own term is dependent on the contingence of the legislature;
· has a head of state who normally appoints the head of government, who directs the composition of the cabinet; and
· has a head of state with no legislative authority.
The third or mixed system is the semi-presidential, also called premier-presidential, system of government.

This type of government is characterized by:
· the direct election of the chief executive (president);
· the wide range of powers granted to the directly elected president; and
· the presence of a cabinet and the prime minister who are subject to the confidence of the legislature.
By virtue of the separate elections of the executive and the legislature in the presidential and the semi-presidential systems, it is possible that different political forces, or coalitions of political parties, will come to control the two branches of government.
The phenomenon of divided partisan control of the executive and legislative branches is called divided government .
According to some, a divided government creates deadlock between the two branches of government, reduces the efficiency of policy making, and slows down decision making. 





Lesson 9: Political Parties and Electoral Systems
Study Notes

Defining Political Parties?
Anthony Downs' Definition
· A classic definition of political party: a team of individuals who are united for the purpose of capturing political power.
10 The definition lends itself to studying political parties in both democratic and non-democratic regimes.
· The key words in the Downsian definition of a political party are individual and power.
6 The notion of power is important because it is ultimately the pursuit of this goal that distinguishes political parties from any other kind of organization, political or not.
The emergence of modern political parties is the result of the extension of the franchise to increasingly larger segments of the population.
Types of Political Parties
Modern political parties may be divided into two types: the mass party and the cadre party.
· The cadre party emerged at the dawn of modern democratization out of the perceived need by aristocratic parliamentarians to establish a political machine or organization that would ensure their continued re-election to the legislature.
· The cadre party is characterized both by originating inside the established legislature and by having a loose organization, since the sole purpose of such a party is to provide a prominent individual, or a local notable, to get into a position of power.
· The mass party was organized by political outsiders, mainly the working class as well as members of the politically disenfranchised or lately enfranchised segments of the population, in order to demand concessions that would make their participation in formal parliamentary politics possible.
Components of a Modern Political Party
· At the core of every political party are the leaders, or the elite, who occupy the highest decision-making offices of the organization.
· The elite of the party includes both the elected and the non-elected officials of the organization.
· Further removed from the decision-making locus of the party are the activists, such as volunteer party workers. Volunteers engage in a number of activities ranging from the organization of meetings between the public and the party's candidate or office holder to soliciting input from the public that may help the party refine its program.
· Those furthest removed from the decision-making centre of the party are members of the public who constitute a passive reservoir of the party's actual strength.
· While some political parties limit their appeal to the specific values of a single ideology, others seek to build large electoral coalitions by transcending the ideational confines that any single ideology would impose on them.
· These catch-all parties may bring together individuals of widely different value predisposition.
Klaus Von Beyme
Von Beyme identified a number of ideological families, the so-called familles spirituelles, in the west European party systems.
These families are:
· Socialist
· Social-democrat
· Conservative
· Christian-democratic
· Nationalist
· Religious
· Ethnic
· Liberal
· Agrarian
· Radical-populist
Political parties that belong to these families are also called cleavage-based parties because they mobilize voters along particular, clearly identifiable lines of political cleavage, such as religion, ethnicity, language, etc.
Party Systems
Party System: the set of patterned interactions among political parties.
· While this definition suggest that the basic units of a party system are political parties, other non-party, within-party, and supra-party actors may also play an important role in shaping the dynamics of the party system.
· Corporations and business groups also contribute to the shaping of the party system.
· Besides non-party actors, within-party and supra-partisan groups may also play an extremely important role in the party system. The former refers to factions, tendencies, and platforms within political parties.

Types of Party Systems
· Giovanni Sartori
· Claims that the two most important variables by which party systems can be distinguished are:
the number of parties in the system.
the degree of ideological polarization among them.
· With regard to the number of political parties, Sartori considers and counts only those parties that are relevant.
· Relevance, in this context, is defined by a party having either coalition or blackmail potential.
5 A party has coalition potential if it has either participated in government or is always available as a coalition partner.
· In contrast, a party has blackmail potential if it has the demonstrated ability to bring down and terminate governments.
Sartori identifies two classes of party systems:
· those in which the ideological stretch among the relevant parties of the system is low.
· those where this stretch is high.

· Scott Mainwaring and Timothy Scully
· Proposed an alternative framework that is specifically designed to analyze party competition in emerging democracies.
· According to this framework, party system institutionalization is defined by four characteristics:
the stability of the pattern of inter-part competition
the stability of parties; roots in society
the consensus that political parties are the legitimate vehicles through which elections are conducted and government power is acquired
the existence of parties with stable internal rules and procedures

· Electoral Systems and Party Systems
A central question in party system literature has concerned what accounts for cross-system differences in the number of political parties.
· The most famous argument in this regards is Duverger's law, which establishes a direct causal relationship between the number of parties and the electoral system.
· Duverger's law only extends to democracies.
· Duverger's law stipulates that in equilibrium,
plurality of first-past-the-post electoral systems lead to the creation of a two-party system, and proportional representation electoral systems lead to multi-party systems.
· The general insight behind the law is that the more permissive the electoral system, the easier it will be for even smaller political parties to survive the electoral race and obtain legislative representation.
· In contrast, the non-permissive nature of plurality and majority electoral rules penalizes small parties and their candidates, who, over time, will find it too costly to enter a competition in which they have little chance, if any, of success.

· The Plurality System and its Variants
· The plurality electoral system is also often referred to as the first-past-the-post (FPTP) or single-member-simple-plurality rule.
· This electoral system divides the states into a number of constituencies, each of which elects one representative to the national legislature.
· The number of representatives that a constituency is entitled to is called the district magnitude .
· The district magnitude in FPTP is 1.
· In each constituency, the candidate who receives the highest number of votes will be the winner and will enter the national legislature as the representative of the people residing in that constituency.
· The reason this electoral system is called plurality is that the eventual winner only has to win a plurality of the votes cast in the constituency.
· It tends to be very rare that a winning candidate would garner a majority of the votes cast, which is an important shortcoming of this electoral system in terms of the quality of democracy.
· This problem is somewhat remedied by the so-called majority run-off system.
· In the majority run-off system, if no candidate wins a majority of the votes cast, a second round is held between the top two candidates.
Critique:
· Advocates of the plurality/majority rules argue that a legislature with a few parties tends to be much more effective in terms of legislation and policy making than a fragmented parliament.

· Proportional Representation (PR)
· The second family of electoral systems seeks to strike a proportional balance between the electoral support of a political party and its share of political office.
· No state uses a perfectly proportional rule. There are a variety of ways in which proportionality may be restricted. The most important tools that are used to this effect are:
· Threshold
· The threshold is a set percentage of the total votes cast that any given political party must receive in order to qualify for representation in the legislature.
· Legal thresholds range widely from one nation to another.
· Highest average versus quota-based formula
· PR systems also differ in terms of the mathematical formulae that they use to convert votes into seats.
· Highest average rules tend to favour larger parties, while quota-based systems are more favourable towards smaller political parties.
· Magnitude of electoral districts.
· The magnitude of the electoral district refers to the number of representatives that each constituency, or electoral district, can elect and delegate to the national legislature.
· The smaller the district magnitude, the smaller the chances for small parties to succeed in winning seats. Therefore, highly proportional electoral systems tend to have high magnitude districts.

Critique:
· Advocates of PR argue that providing adequate representation to the widest possible range of political views is much more important in a democracy than governmental effectiveness.
· PR, in their view, is a "better" electoral system because it forces the composition of the legislature to reflect much more closely the distribution of popular preferences than a plurality/ majority system.

· Mixed-Member Systems
· A third type of electoral system seeks to combine elements of both the majoritarian and proportional electoral rules.
· These are so-called mixed-member systems, which combine elements of the two different electoral systems.
· Whereas some members of parliament are elected on the basis of a majoritarian rule, others are elected on the basis of some form of PR.
· As of 1999, 18 states in the world employed a mixed-member system.








Lesson 10: State-Society Relations
Study Notes

State-Society Relations in Democratic Political Systems
There are three ways of organizing state-society relations in democratic political systems:
· Pluralism
· Societal corporatism (neo-corporatism)
· Consociational democracy
Each form is distinguished in two ways:
1. By the level of competition permitted in the political arena
2. How interest groups are founded and organized to represent the interests of their constituencies
Pluralism
· The main premise of pluralism is that power in society is not monopolized by a single group or an alliance of groups who collectively may form the power elite.
Rather, pluralism assumes that there is a dispersion of power among government agencies and among a plurality of social groups and interests.

· Pluralism, as a theory of state-society relations, derives its inspiration from James Madison, who wrote that it is natural for individuals to have interests.
Arthur Bently and David Truman
· Popularized the concept of pluralism in the early twentieth century.
· For them, unlike Madison, the existence of diverse and competitive interests is a source of stability in a democratic society. A robust pluralist system corrects its own mistakes.
Pluralism is based on the assumption that the society is associational. Individuals who have multiple interests join groups in order to pursue their common interests.
Political power is diffused as it is not concentrated in the hands of one single group or a set of groups.
Pluralism also assumes that meaningful political competition among social and interest groups is unconstrained, provided such activity is legal.
Neopluralists
· Neopluralists such as Robert Dahl recognize the unequal involvement of groups in politics. Due to an unequal distribution of socio-economic resources, all interest groups do not have the same access to the policy making process.
· The neopluralists also point out that the state and its various institutions forge alliances with interest groups to advance their own particular interests.
Examples of interest group competition can usually be found in liberal democracies.
Societal Corporatism
Philippe Schmitter:
Corporatism can be defined as a system of interest representation in which the constituent units are organized into a limited number of singular, compulsory, noncompetitive, hierarchically ordered and functionally differentiated categories, recognized or licensed (if not created) by the state and granted a deliberate representational monopoly within their respective categories in exchange for observing certain controls on their selection of leaders and articulation of demands and support.
· Schmitter distinguishes between societal corporatism (or corporatism from below) and state corporatism (or corporatism from above).
· In contrast to pluralism, both subtypes of corporatism favour order over unrestrained conflict between different social interests and groups.
· Moreover, both types are based not on interest competition, but on interest representation.
Societal corporatism (also called neo-corporatism), is a form of interest group representation in modern democracies. In this case, the state recognizes one formal leading organization for what is labeled a peak association ), such as a labour union, a trade organization, or a chamber of industry, to represent the interests of the respective functional groups-workers, traders, industrialists.
This neo-corporatist pattern of state-society relations has explicit consequences on public policy deliberations. These deliberations tend to be more regularized and less competitive than under pluralism because under pluralism multiple interest groups can organize and compete with one another and with the different branches of the sate to influence public policy.
Post-World War II Germany provides a good example of neo-corporatism in practice.
In Germany, the consequence of adopting neo-corporatism has been socio-economic stability, a highly productive workforce, and a relatively predictable economy.
Consociational Democracy
· Consociational democracy is a model for organizing state-society relations in plural societies.
· Consociational democracy is found in those societies where the population is divided along religious, linguistic, regional, racial, ethnic, or cultural lines.
Arend Lijphart
· Chiefly responsible for popularizing the consociational democracy model.
Consociational democracy is based on cooperation and accommodation among the elites of the different segments of society. The objective is to overcome divisions and conflicts at the mass level through elite accommodation (or cooperation). Only by channelling conflict in deeply divided societies away from the streets and towards the leaders of the different segments can disagreements be contained and resolved peacefully.
Consociational democracy is defined by four basic characteristics. These four characteristics are all deviations from the parliamentary democracies of the British Westminster majority-rule style of politics:
· Government by Grand Coalition
1 This is the basic principle of consociational democracy. The essential characteristic of the grand coalition is the participation by the leaders of all the significant segments of society in ruling a plural society.
2 The grand coalition provides a forum where segmental elites can resolve political problems through compromise and intersegmental bargaining.
· Mutual Veto
1 By giving the leaders of every segment the right to veto political decisions, the mutual veto aims at ensuring that the interest of each segment is taken into consideration in the decision making process.
2 In turn, the mutual veto mechanism is meant to guarantee unanimity in decision making, and, more importantly, adherence to political decisions by all the different segments, particularly their leaders.
· Proportionality
1 Not only should all the segments of the population be represented (through their elites) in the decision making bodies of the state, they should also be represented in a manner proportional to their numerical strength in society.
· Segmental Autonomy
1 Every segment of society has autonomy in administering its exclusive social and personal spheres, especially those of a cultural, linguistic, or religious nature.
There are at least three dilemmas that confront the successful application of consociational democracy:
· Immobilism
Because decision making has to be consensual and has to include the leaders of all the different segments of society, it is thus necessarily slow and vulnerable to deadlocks.
· Administrative corruption
Because the allocation of posts in state institutions tends to be governed by the logic of proportionality and political appointments rather than by merit, these institutions are vulnerable to corruption.
· The Elite's Dilemma
 Consociational democracy's gravest dilemma is the challenge faced by the different segmental elites to continuously reach accommodation with and make concessions to one another while maintaining the confidence and control of the members of their own segments.
State-Society Relations in Non-Democratic Political Systems
State Corporatism
•  Different manifestations of state corporatism share a common element: the attempt by the leadership of the state, whether military or not, to organize the active components of society into "a limited number of singular, compulsory, noncompetitve, hierarchically ordered, and functionally differentiated categories."
•  The objective of this mode of organizing state-society relations is to penetrate every component of society, and thus allow the leadership of the state substantial control over the active sectors of the population.
Civil Society
•  Scholars of political science have employed the concept of civil society in two ways:
· Civil society is understood in organizational terms as that ensemble of private institutions and social organizations, beyond state control, that tends to check the predatory power of the state, create a buffer between state and citizens, and consequently empower the latter.
1. From this point of view, civil society plays a pivotal role as a counterweight to the ever-expanding power of an intrusive state
2. It also plays, and has played, an instrumental role in struggles for democratization throughout Eastern Europe, Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East , mainly by mobilizing social groups and agents against authoritarian regimes.
· The second variation of the concept of civil society traces the historical emergence and consolidation of ideas of pluralism and tolerance within (mainly Western) societies.
•  Often associated with the name Alexis De Toqueville, it considers civil society in terms of attitudes and ideas.
•  Moreover, this approach underscores the historical role played by civil society in fostering a pluralistic, tolerant, and participant civic culture.
•  This culture is assumed to be rooted in the dense fabric of civic engagement and manifested in terms of social trust among citizens of the same region or community. In turn, this "civility" of civil society is considered a crucial cultural condition for the emergence and sustenance of a participatory citizenship, for government efficiency, and hence, for an effective democracy as well as economic well-being.
To assume that one needs a pluralistic and participatory culture, deeply rooted in the dense fabric of civic engagements, in order to generate a successful democracy is to impose a western experience of democratization on the non-Western developing world.
Others point out that some of the civil society organizations that have emerged in the non-Western world do not necessarily pursue the virtues of tolerance and cooperation.
 





























Lesson 11: Liberalism and Conservatism
Study Notes

French Philosopher Destutt de Tracy
• Used the French word “idéologie” to denote a science of ideas.
Karl Marx
• Equated ideology with “false consciousness” that saw the poor deceive themselves about their true interests, thereby remaining bonded to their subjugation.
Karl Mannheim
• Suggested distinguishing between ideology and utopia, where the former has a conservative nature while the latter involves revolutionary ideas.

Ideology
Ideology refers to a coherent and articulated system of ideas, consisting of values and concepts that simplify how we perceive the complex socio-political reality.

Liberalism
• First emerged as an ideology in seventeenth-century Britain.
• The defining feature of British politics in this period was a political struggle between a rapidly growing bourgeoisie and the monarchy.
• At the centre of this struggle was the issue of political power: to what extent was the bourgeoisie of merchants and traders going to have a say in political decision making?
• Early in the century, British kings (James I and Charles I) had ruled according to the absolutist doctrine, which held that political power rested with the monarchy only.
• As the assembly became more assertive, and in the wake of a civil war in which Charles I was beheaded, future monarchs would have to accept some forms of consultation.
• When James II rejected the assembly in favour of absolute rule, he was forced out in what became known as the Glorious Revolution (1688).
• The Revolution was “glorious” because it was non-violent, and it was a revolution because it forever changed British politics.
• The input of Parliament into political decision making was never again to be denied.
• The Glorious Revolution ushered in a liberal era in Britain, as “good” political power was no longer seen as absolute and concentrated, but instead to be fragmented and held in check.

• The liberal ideology that came out of this context is known as classical liberalism.
• Classical liberalism is defined in relation to a later version of the ideology, reform liberalism, which emerged in the nineteenth century.
• Reform liberalism was the product of the inequalities of the Industrial Revolution, more specifically of the perceived need to reduce them, and of the rise of democratic ideas.

Classical liberalism has four main principles:
1. The idea of limited political power.
• Liberals argue that political power that is absolute, extensive, and arbitrary is problematical since it prevents individuals from fully using their intelligence and creative capabilities to better their own lives and the future of society as a whole.
• They advocate limited and accountable government.
• John Locke was the theorist who contributed the most to the development of this idea.
• Locke argued that government needed the consent of the governed.
• Liberals argue that the state should play only a minimal role in society.
• Liberals advocated the secularization of society.

2. The second principle of liberalism has to do with freedom.

• Liberals conceptualized freedom in terms of the absence of obstacles. Scholars have called this negative freedom.
• Negative freedom is freedom “from something,” which in politics translates into freedom from state interference.

3. Equality of Rights
• Early liberals opposed the societal model of institutionalized inequalities through privileges, which characterized feudal Europe. Instead, they argued for equality before the law.
• To liberals, the rule of law means that nobody is above the law, not even those who make it.
• Equality of rights was not a political reality in most Western states until the mid-twentieth century.

4. The free-market economy
• Liberals believe that capitalism is the economic system that complements best the political principles of their ideology. If individuals are guaranteed the political freedoms necessary to fully take advantage of their intellectual capacities and creativity, they should enjoy a similar treatment in the economic sphere.
• Adam Smith argued that individuals, while selfishly pursuing their own interests, are actually working towards the common good.
• There was, Smith suggested, something like an invisible hand that guided participants in a free market to promote the common good whether it was their intention or not.
• This positive view of the market makes liberalism favour economic competition and free trade.

Reform liberalism refashioned the ideology in four ways:
1. It added the idea of positive freedom to classical liberalism’s emphasis on negative freedom.
• Positive freedom is not “freedom from” but “freedom to”. It entails the capacity and power to do something, rather than merely the legal right to act.

2. Reform Liberals boosted classical liberalism’s conception of equality.
• The idea was that meaningful equality involved levelling the playing field, that is, creating conditions that would allow individuals to effectively take advantage of their legal entitlements.

3. Reform liberalism looks more favourable towards state intervention than does classical liberalism.

4. Reform liberals advocated universal suffrage, thereby reconciling the liberal ideology with democracy.
• Liberalism and democracy are often considered to be the same thing.
• However, liberal and democratic thought and practice have different roots and manifestations.
Liberalism in Contemporary Politics
• Liberalism is the dominant ideology in Western societies.
• Liberalism is not as dominant in Western Europe as it is in North America.
• The fact that Canada, west European countries, and, most importantly, the U.S. are liberal societies has far-reaching implications for world politics.
• The “West,” as the states as a whole are often dubbed, strongly promotes, even imposes, free-market economics and free trade, both directly and through international financial economic institutions.
• This is often called the neoliberal position.
• Neoliberalism is classical liberalism with the added element of international free trade, which was not discussed to the same degree by early Liberals.
• Since the end of the Cold War, neoliberalists are also increasingly pressuring developing countries to adopt the political elements of liberalism, such as a guarantee of rights and freedoms.

Conservatism
• The conservative ideology is strongly rooted in the socio-political order of European feudalism.
• Feudal societies were hierarchically structured and functioned according to well-defined sets of relationships.
• At the top was an absolute monarch, whose legitimacy rested in his/her lineage rather than with popular support, and the Church, whose moral authority permeated politics and society.
• Also in positions of authority were aristocratic landowners, who had the privilege, or the birthright, to keep the product of the serf’s labour. Serfs were at the bottom of this hierarchical pyramid.
• Feudalism presents a picture of a rigid society with institutionalized inequalities, where political power is unchallenged and change is not welcomed. 
• This is the type of society against which Liberals reacted: they did not like the absolute power of the monarch, the institutionalization of social inequalities, and the influence of the Church on politics and society.
• In this context, liberalism was the main ideological adversary of conservatism from the seventeenth to the late-nineteenth century.

The French Revolution was a decisive moment in the articulation of classical conservatism.
• The Revolution represented a rupture with the feudal order: it abolished the monarchy, stripped aristocrats of their special privileges, and sought to destroy the power and influence of the Church.
• The conservative ideology underpinned feudalism but was formally articulated as a response to the perceived danger of the ideas behind the French Revolution.

1. The first distinctive feature of conservatism is the importance it gives to order. 
• Order, rather than freedom or equality, is the key value for Conservatism.
2. The second distinctive feature of conservatism is its conceptualization of individuals and society. 
• Conservatives view society as an organic whole. 
• They reject the liberal view that society is simply a collection of individuals.
• Conservatism tends to glorify the nation and emphasize its unity.
• The importance that Conservatives give to tradition and structure is reflected in the institutions they value, namely the Church, the army, and the family.
 3. The third distinctive feature of conservatism is the belief in the existence of an objective moral order.
• Conservatives are sceptical towards the rigid secularism of Liberals.
• They believe that politics must be imbued with the moral guidance provided by religion; politicians must do the right thing.

4. Conservatism involves a distinctive view of the state as a benevolent and slightly paternalistic entity.
• Conservatives are in agreement with Liberals that the state must maintain law and order in society and protect it from external threats.
• The perspective is not one of equality but rather one of social compassion; providing for the needy is the right, moral thing to do.
Characterizing the evolution of conservative thought is not as straightforward as for liberalism.

• In Western societies, Conservatives no longer advocate institutionalizing inequalities. Rather, they support democracy. 
• A strand of contemporary conservatism, often dubbed “neo-conservatism,” has abandoned the organic view of society in favour of an individualist conception.
• Neoconservatism also has a much less positive view of the state than its original version, preferring to limit the state to law and order duties and minimal social protection.
• Neoconservatives have often retained the ideology’s stress on morality, which produces a unique outlook on politics.
• On social issues, it has relaxed its positions, evacuating much of the religious discourse while at the same time maintaining its concern for the unity and well-being of society as a whole.

Conservatism in Contemporary Politics
• Liberalism, not conservatism, is the dominant ideology in the Western world. 
• Nevertheless, politics in Western countries do exhibit, albeit in varying degrees, conservative trends.
• This is strongest in the U.S., where politics is imbued with a strong sense of righteous morality. 
• In Canada, these types of positions have been articulated in recent years by the Reform/Canadian Alliance party.
• Conservatism is also part of the European political landscape. The connection between the Church and politics is embodied by a family of parties generally known as “Christian Democracy.”
• Some developing societies have also been shaped by conservatism. Colonization was an important vehicle for the exportation of this ideology, more specifically, the religious messianism that accompanied much of it.
• The religious dimension of colonization left many former colonies with societies strongly penetrated by the Catholic religion.
• Some non-Western political thoughts do resemble the conservative ideology. (Confucianism, for example). Similarly, Islam and Hinduism emphasize the value of the family, the organic unity of society, and the concept of obligation.





























Lesson 12: Socialism and Communism
Study Notes

Socialist and Marxist Thought
• Social democracy and communism have their ideological roots in nineteenth century socialism and the work of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.
• They emerged during a period of great economic and social transformation brought about by the Industrial Revolution of eighteenth-century Europe.
• The Industrial Revolution radically transformed the relations of production (relations between owners and workers) and the social conditions of workers.
• The very wide gap between rich and poor was increasing.
• Socialist ideas and movements sprang up in many European countries.
• Socialists argued that people could only achieve self-fulfillment and happiness as members of a cooperative community.
• They called for a new social order, a utopian society, where goods would be produced and distributed to advance the overall good of society.
• The most important work in socialist theory—Communist Manifesto in 1848—came from Karl Marx.
• Marx advanced an economic interpretation of human history in which all social processes and institutions are founded on the dominant mode of production and the consequent class struggle.
• He argued that in every society, irrespective of its economic structure, there exist two “warring” classes: the dominant class, which owns the means of production, and the subject class, whose members are exploited for their labour. 
• Under capitalism there are two classes: the proletariat, or working class, and the bourgeoisie, or capitalist class.
• The relationship between the workers and capitalists is by necessity an exploitative one.
• Drawing from the labour theory of value, which proposes that the price of a commodity directly reflects the labour time used to produce it, Marx argued that capitalism contained its own seed of self-destruction.
• According to Marx, capitalism would be overthrown by a proletariat revolution and replaced by socialism.
• Socialism was to be a temporary and transitional stage on the road to the final destination, communism.
• Socialism places the greatest importance on equality, not freedom or order as is the case for Liberals and Conservatives, respectively.
• Social democracy considers the equality of rights cherished by classical Liberals to be nice but insufficient. Its own view of equality is closer to reform liberalism’s equality of opportunity.
• The second key idea of democratic socialist thought: the state playing an active and positive role in society. Socialists advocate substantial redistribution of wealth in society.
• Socialists harbour a suspicion, often a distrust, of the market.
• Socialism pays particular attention to minority and disadvantaged groups in society.

Socialism is divided into different branches, the most important ones being social democracy and communism.

Social Democracy and Communism Compared
Both communism and socialism favour public ownership of the means of production in order to eliminate economic inequalities.
• Socialism views the move towards public ownership as a gradual process.
• Communism advocates the elimination of all private enterprise in favour of complete state control of the means of production, distribution, and exchange. It seeks to eliminate private property, even property that is personal in nature.
• As stated by Ebenstein et al., “communism stands for the complete sharing of all things, while classical socialism seeks only collective ownership of the means of production.”
Another difference between social democracy and communism concerns the issue of income distribution.
• While social democracy upholds the principle of equality and seeks to diminish economic disparities, it stops short of eliminating them altogether. This means that not everyone will make the same wages.
• The ultimate goal of communism is a classless society, which rests on the complete elimination of economic inequalities.

Social democracy and communism also distinguish themselves by the means used to achieve social change.
• While communism seeks to abolish capitalist economic relations, socialists work within the system and introduce reforms that curtail the negative consequences of the market.
• Social Democrats are concerned with providing workers with legal protections.
• For communism, social change, i.e., a classless society, can only occur through a revolution of the proletariat.
• Social democracy is found in constitutional democracies, where people directly or through their representatives take part in making policies.
• Communism is associated with totalitarian forms of government. Totalitarian regimes are ruled by a single mass party that completely controls political and social institutions in an effort to attain an ideologically driven goal.

Marxist Doctrine and Communist Regimes
• While Marxist theory inspired the revolutions that took place in Communist countries, the totalitarian regimes that were created afterwards significantly transformed the content of Marxism to suit their needs and circumstances.
• According to Marx’s economic interpretation of social change, socialism was to occur in advanced capitalist societies, given that capitalism was the necessary precursor to socialism.
• Lenin, however, believed that socialism could be achieved without going through the capitalist stage.
• He believed in “revolution from above,” with a small vanguard of party elites leading the working class to realize its true interests.
• Lenin’s view of imperialism proved quite attractive to many underdeveloped countries that would reinterpret and modify the Marxist-Leninist doctrine to fit their own unique circumstances.
• The Chinese Communist party under Mao Zedong looked to the peasantry rather than the urban proletariat to bring about a communist revolution in that country.
• In Fidel Castro’s Cuba, a guerrilla band took on the functions that were to be performed by the party.
• Like most ideologies, communism developed in a variety of countries according to their own unique national traditions and circumstances.

Social Democracy and Communism in Contemporary Politics

Social Democracy
• Has had a great influence in Western societies over the last century.
• Was behind the development of trade unions and work legislation.
• Was central in the rise of the welfare state.
• In Canada, its influence is noticeable in the social programs/protection available to Canadians, from employment insurance and free and universal health care to a system of equalization payments that redistribute wealth from richer to poorer provinces.
• Influence has been uneven in the Western world.
• This ideology is almost foreign to American politics.
• The U.S. has only a minimal welfare state and no social democratic party.
• In Western Europe, there is a substantial welfare state and significant economic regulation.
• Social democracy has also been central to the politics of many developing countries.
• In Latin America, this ideology has long been associated with a distrust of American influence in the region.

Communism
• After World War II, the strength of communism increased with the expansionist policy of the Soviet Union in Eastern Europe.
• The 1950s also witnessed the emergence of a number of Soviet-style communist regimes in other parts of the world.
• From the end of WWII, international relations were dominated by the political and ideological struggles between the Soviet-led Communist bloc countries and the liberal democratic world, led by the U.S.
• By 1989, however, communist regimes in Eastern Europe collapsed and the Soviet Union disintegrated due to nationalist movements in the republics and economic troubles.
• Marxist-Leninist thought is still a significant ideological force in China, Cuba, North Korea, and Vietnam.
• Communist parties continue to be politically important tin former Soviet bloc countries.
• In Canada and the U.S., however, communist parties continue to have little it any impact on the politics of the two countries.


















Lesson 13: Fascism
Study Notes

Fascism
• Fascism, and its variant, social nationalism, is a non-democratic ideology found at the extreme right of the political spectrum.
• Emerged in Europe.
• Embodied in the totalitarian regimes of Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini in the early twentieth century.
• Adheres to one-party states, government by force, the use of coercion to quash freedom of expression, and control over instruments of communication.
• Rejects individual freedoms and rights in favour of national unity and assigns a privileged status to an elite group who are deemed to be the only ones qualified to govern society.

Historical Origins of Fascism
• Originated in the 1920s in Italy, Germany, and several other European countries.
• Emerged after the First World War during a period of great social and political upheaval brought about by the post-war economic crisis and the spread of communism and socialism.
• The growing popularity of socialist movements instilled fear among property owners and government officials.
• Support for fascism was found among the lower middle class and looked to fascism for salvation of their status and prestige.
• Discontented WWI veterans, the unemployed, and certain segments of the working class joined fascist movements.
• Ultimately, fascism cut across all social groups.
Mussolini’s Italy and Nazi Germany are regarded as the exemplary cases of fascism.
• Italian fascism first emerged in 1919 when revolutionary nationalists, led by Benito Mussolini, formed the organization Fasci di combattimento, which was later transformed into the new Fascist Party in 1921.
• In 1921, Mussolini, along with 33 other party members, was elected to Parliament.
• His position as dictator and head of state was secured after he abolished the Italian parliamentary system and outlawed all other political parties.
• He used terror, in the form of a parliamentary group called the “Black Shirts,” to preserve his power.

Under Mussolini’s reign, the Italian economy was reorganized into a corporatist arrangement, in which the state regulated economic affairs by incorporating labour and industry groups in the state apparatus with fascist corporatism.
• The corporatist state represented the third way between laissez-faire capitalism and communism.
• The corporatist arrangements generally preserved the interests of the wealthy class.
• The economic and political viability of the fascist state and corporatist arrangement began disintegrating with Italian expansionism in Ethiopia and Italy’s alignment with Hitler’s Germany in World War II.
National Socialism and Nazism
• Like Italian fascism, national socialism or what is most commonly referred to as Nazism, emerged in Germany after World War I as a reaction against communism and the liberal-rational tradition.
• The fear of communism inspired the conservative segment of German society to join ultra-nationalist right-wing parties and organizations aimed at bringing about the downfall of the Weimar Republic.
• One of the groups that sprang up during this time was Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist German Worker’s Part, otherwise known as the Nazi Party.
• In March 1933, Hitler was elected into office, and soon after, he introduced the Enabling Act, which essentially outlawed the Communist Party and, more importantly, conferred to him total dictatorial powers.
• Between 1933 and 1937, Hitler established a well-organized party structure and paramilitary secret police, the Gestapo, to ensure compliance with his totalitarian regime.
• Like Mussolini, Hitler established a corporatist state, disbanding trade unions and strictly controlling the country’s economic affairs.
• Propaganda was also an important part of the Nazi regime.
• The empire would lay claim to the superiority of the Aryan race and domination of “inferior” races. 
• Six million European Jews were exterminated during the Holocaust.
• In 1939, Hitler’s aggressive bid to dominate Europe precipitated World War II.
• Germany was defeated in April of 1945, putting an end to Hitler’s Nazi regime.

Basic Tenets of Fascism
• The term itself comes from the Italian word fascio, which means “union.” 
• It also derives from the ancient Roman symbol of power, the fasces, represented by a bundle of rods tied together around an axe.
• This became the emblem for fascist political movements in the early 1900s.
• Unity and power are central features of the fascist doctrine.
• Rejects the Enlightenment ideals of rationality and individual liberty and champions a collectivist ideology that focuses on the needs and aspirations of the national community.
• Appeals to emotions rather than reason, and glorifies instinctive, aggressive action as a creative force.
• Rejects materialism as the basic goal of human existence.
• Fascism’s call for the creation of a new society or community and the dismantling of traditional institutions stands in direct contrast to conservatism’s dislike of radical political change and its commitment to the democratic process.
• Under fascism, class conflict is institutionalized and managed through corporatism, an arrangement in which labour and business groups are integrated within the state apparatus.
• The economy is heavily regulated and controlled by the state through this corporatist structure.
• Fascism glorifies the state and the leader that represents it.
· His reign is also maintained through a totalitarian regime of propaganda and terror.
· The fascist dictator is the epitome of Weber’s charismatic authority, receiving religious-like adulation from the masses.
• As a variant of fascism, Nazism rejects materialism and the Enlightenment traditions and espouses the virtues of leadership and corporatism.
· It glorifies irrational instincts and will, dismissing the virtues of reason    and responsible action.
· Despite these common elements, however, Nazism distinguishes itself by its extreme or radical nationalism based on race.
· Duty is owed not to the state, but to the race.
· The corporatist state, foreign policy, and war become instruments for preserving racial purity and establishing a new world order based on racial nationalism.

Fascism Today
• Radical nationalism, a key component of fascism, has re-emerged in Eastern Europe, represented by the drive for “ethnic cleansing” in the former nation of Yugoslavia.
• Political parties spewing anti-immigrant and xenophobic sentiments have also gained popularity in recent years.
• Neo-Nazi movements and organizations targeting minority groups have sprung up in several countries, including Germany and the United States.
• Elements of fascist ideology have not disappeared.


Lesson 14: Feminism and Environmentalism
Study Notes

Feminism

Concepts and Themes
• Broadly defined, feminism is an ideology and political project based on the belief that men and women are treated unequally socially, politically, and economically.
• It aims to identify and abolish the sources of women’s oppression in all spheres of life.
• There is not one feminism, but rather many feminisms.
• The different strands of feminism all agree that women, as a social class, are oppressed by virtue of their gender.
• The term gender is one of the most fundamental concepts in feminism.
• Gender is used to describe those characteristics of men and women that are socially constructed rather than biologically determined.
• Through socialization, men and women learn what the appropriate behaviour, attitudes, and roles are for them and how they should relate to one another.
• Another important concept in feminism is patriarchy. Patriarchy is an institutionalized system of male domination and power, which subordinates and marginalizes women. 
• Feminism seeks to abolish patriarchy and other systems of subordination and privilege, such as racism, through social and political activism.
• Feminism also seeks to challenge the separation of the public and private spheres of life that have their origins in classical Greek thought.
• Feminism also seeks to challenge the separation of the public and private spheres of life that have their origins in classical Greek thought.

“Herstory”: A Brief Overview of the Women’s Movement
First Wave Feminism
• The women’s movement emerged in North America and Britain in the mid 1800s.
• During this first wave of women’s activism, women began to demand equal civil and political rights when their attempts to participate in the anti-slavery movement and temperance movements were rejected.
• During this time, married women had no property rights, they did not have the right to vote, and husbands had legal power over and responsibility for their wives and children. Women were also barred from going to college or university and from entering professions such as medicine or law.
• Women gained the right to vote in national elections in 1920 in the U.S. and in 1921 in Canada.

Second-Wave Feminism
• This wave of the 1960s argued that women needed economic opportunities as well as civil liberties to achieve equality.
• More branches of feminism began to emerge. Many of these branches were critical of the mainstream women’s movement, arguing that it reflected the experiences and aspirations of white, middle-class women.

Third-Wave Feminism
• The 1990s ushered in the third wave of the feminist movement, which gives greater recognition to diversity and identity, focusing on the unique experiences of women.
• Often called post-modern feminism, the third wave challenges the beliefs of grand political theories and encourages the recognition and celebration of women’s multiple identities.
• The third wave is more interested in how differences among women shape their political and personal views on issues.

Third World Feminists
• The recognition of diversity is an important issue.
• They criticize the women’s movement as a Western construct that neglects the specificity of culture and tradition in other parts of the world.

Feminism is not a homogenous and monolithic movement and the struggle for women’s emancipation must be culturally and historically grounded.
Strands of Feminism

Liberal Feminism
• Informed by the principles of equality, fairness, and individual autonomy.
• Influenced by the works of nineteenth-century liberal thinkers.
• Adheres to the humanist conception of the individual as a rational, autonomous agent.

Mary Wollstonecraft
• Criticized the lack of educational opportunities for women, claiming that it kept them in a state of ignorance and rendered them dependent on their husbands.
Other liberal theorists (John Stuart Mill & Harriet Taylor Mill)
• Also wrote in favour of education and equal rights.
The principles of equality and rationality continue to inform contemporary liberal feminism.
Betty Friedan
• Maintained that women’s inferior position in society is due to gender socialization and notions of femininity that place exclusive value on women’s roles as housewives and mothers.
• Friedan dispelled the myth that women find complete satisfaction in marriage and motherhood, a myth that legitimized gender discrimination in the workplace and in the home.
Liberal feminists also want to abolish the formal discrimination that undermines women’s legal rights, such as property rights and equal pay for work of equal value.
Classical liberal feminists focus on changing laws that discriminate against women and that deny them formal equality before the law.
Welfare liberal feminists argue that the feminist project should also focus on eliminating socio-economic barriers that impede women from realizing their true human potential.

Marxist-Socialist Feminism
• Socialist feminists offer a class perspective regarding the root of women’s oppression in society that originates in the nineteenth-century works of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.
• According to Marx, the capitalist economy determines the elements that compose the superstructure of society, such as politics, religion, law, art, and philosophy.
• Viewing inequality between the sexes in structural terms, Marxist-socialist feminists argue that women’s subordination is rooted in both patriarchy and capitalism. 
• Engels contended that gender relations and the inferior status of women in society are inextricably linked to the capitalist economy. In capitalist societies, men and women have different relations to the means of production.
• According to Engels, this sexual division of labour serves the interests of men and of the capitalist economy.
• Engels argued that women’s oppression would only end with the collectivization f child care and domestic tasks and women’s entrance into the paid labour force.
• For Marxist-socialist feminists, patriarchy and feminism are inextricably linked, therefore requiring the reorganization of institutions found in both the public and private spheres.
• The liberation of women can only occur under socialism, which would bring about the massive restructuring of existing institutions, such as the economic order and the patriarchal, nuclear family.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Radical Feminism
• Provides a fairly new perspective on the oppression of women.
• Has helped define the second-wave feminist movement.
• Originated in the late 1960s out of the civil rights and New Left movements in North America, Britain, and France.
• Points out that women around the world are oppressed regardless of the economic system they live under.
• Argues that women’s oppression, in fact all forms of oppression such as racism, ageism and even environmental degradation, are rooted in patriarchy.
• Focuses on the relationship between biology and women’s status in society.
• Some radical feminists argue that biological reproduction is the primary source of women’s oppression.
• Sex is viewed as the foremost form of oppression, allowing men control over women’s bodies, sexuality, and reproduction.
• An alternative radical feminist perspective takes a very different view of reproduction, regarding it as a source of power for women.
• This perspective calls for the affirmation of a “women’s culture” that celebrates women’s reproductive and sexual powers.

Unlike reform-minded liberal feminists who work within the system for change, radical feminists often choose to work outside the system, seeking radical personal and social transformations.

Feminism in Contemporary Politics
• Feminism’s conception of the political goes beyond the arenas of public life to include the gendered politics of personal life.
• The radical feminist slogan “the personal is political” exemplifies feminism’s blurring of the boundaries between political issues and personal matters.
• Feminism’s conception of politics includes a wide range of activity from lobbying government officials for particular policies to the organization of “take back the night” marches to end violence against women.
• The New Right political era of the 1990s saw a backlash against feminism, with the emergence of conservative organizations and anti-feminist women’s groups espousing the return to traditional family values.
• In terms of policy, government cutbacks in the area of welfare programs have significantly impacted women, who tend to make up the majority of the poor in Canadian and American society. 
• Feminists tend not to support right-wing political parties during elections.
• While feminism has encountered many challenges in recent decades, it remains an important force in contemporary politics.
• Women in almost all countries continue to be underrepresented in the upper echelons of political and economic power.

Environmentalism
Concepts and Themes
• Environmentalism is an all embracing term used to describe a number of different themes, activities, and perspectives related to the issue of the environment.
• Environmentalism is defined as a belief system and political project that seeks to protect the quality and continuity of life through the conservation, preservation, or protection of the natural environment and its inhabitants.

Two central concepts used to classify different ideological perspectives within environmentalism:
• Anthropocentrism: based on the principle of a human-centred world, where humans are assigned a superior status in their relationship with nature.
• Ecocentrism: rejects this hierarchical relationship and offers a more organic view of the world that recognizes the interdependence and interconnection between humans and nonhumans.
 Sustainable development is also an important concept in environmentalism. It is defined as “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
Critique:
While international resolutions for sustainable development have been embraced by Western countries (at least in principle), they have been criticized by developing countries that believe economic development can only occur with the exploitation of the country’s natural resources.

Historical Overview of the Environmental Movement
First Wave of Environmentalism
• Can be traced back to the eighteenth-century conservation movement in the West.
• Early conservationists and preservationists were concerned with the impact of industrialization and European colonialism on the natural environment.
• Conservationists wanted to protect natural resources to ensure future development while preservationists wanted to protect wildlife for recreational and spiritual purposes.

Second Wave of Environmentalism
• Began with the publication of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring in 1962.
• Carson challenged the notion that human beings were destined to control nature and instead portrayed humans and nature as intertwined in the complex web of life.

Third Wave of Environmentalism
• Witnessed in the 1980s and 1990s.
• Sought to harmonize environmentalism with free markets and economic growth.
• The environment and economy were no longer viewed as irreconcilable. Natural resources could be managed to ensure economic growth while still achieving environmental goals.
Critique:
• While “sustainable development” has become the dominant paradigm in environmental policy, it is not without its critics. 
• Environmentalists influenced by the ideas of ecologism are critical of the principle of sustainable development, claiming there are limits to economic growth.


Branches of Environmentalism
Arne Naess
• Distinguishes between the “shallow ecology” perspective, which seeks to achieve short-term environmental objectives within existing institutions and processes, and “deep ecology,” which calls for the long-term, radical transformation of ideological, economic, and political principles that underpin industrial capitalism.
• The different branches of environmentalism that exist can be placed on this shallow ecology-deep ecology” spectrum, depending on whether they have an anthropocentric or ecocentric view of the world and whether they call for reforms or for a more radical transformation of existing values and institutions.

“Shallow Ecology” Branches
• Located at the “shallow” end of the spectrum we find reformist branches of environmentalism, including personal environmentalism and reform environmentalism.

• The least political of the branches, personal environmentalism seeks to make a positive impact on the environment through individuals incorporating sensible and earth-friendly practices in their day-to-day lives.

• Reform environmentalism has a political mandate and seeks to achieve these objectives within the policy process.
• Commonly associated with the environmental movement of the 1970s and 1980s, reform environmentalism seeks legislative and policy changes such as anti- pollution legislation, bans on the use of certain pesticides, waste disposal strategies, stopping nuclear testing, etc., in an effort to protect the local or global environment.

“Deep Ecology” Branches
• Dissatisfied with the reformist environmental movement of the 1970s and 1980s, proponents of “deep ecology” call for a fundamental change in the relationship between humans and the environment.
• Deep ecology is a new worldview that rejects the notion of atomistic individuals separated from the natural environment. Instead, it views individuals as interconnected and interdependent with other living beings.
• In terms of policies, it calls for changes in basic economic, technological, and ideological structures in an effort to preserve and restore ecosystems.
• Bioregionalism and ecofeminism are both strands of the deep ecology perspective.
• These perspectives are radical because they go beyond conservation or anti- pollution legislation and seek to challenge the foundations of existing social, political, and economic systems.
• Bioregionalism favours protectionist policies that minimize world trade and encourages the economic self-sufficiency of a region.

Ecofeminism
• Represents the intersection of feminism and environmentalism.
• Seeks to develop a new worldview in an effort to stop the destruction of the environment and transform the relationship between humans and non-humans.
• Argues that the root cause of environmental degradation is not anthropocentrism, but rather patriarchy.
• In a patriarchal society, the domination of nature and the subordination of women are interconnected.
• Ecofeminist call for a radical transformation of society, which entails dismantling the hierarchical relations of patriarchy and replacing them with a worldview that recognizes the intrinsic value of other peoples, animals, and the physical environment.

Environmentalism in Contemporary Politics
• In the past decades, international institutions and forums devoted to environmental matters have emerged, such as the United Nations Environmental Program.
• At the domestic level, environmental principles such as sustainable development have been incorporate in the institutional framework of government.
• Environmentalists predict that environmental standards will diminish as governments strive to harmonize their countries’ policies to facilitate trade.
• Deep ecologists also argue that government policy in the area of the environment has tended to favour economic interests rather than the needs of ecosystems.

Feminism, Environmentalism, and the Left-Right Debate: Concluding Remarks
• Feminism and environmentalism both embody a diversity of perspectives that do not fall neatly on the left-right continuum.
• Indeed, the left-right spectrum is rejected altogether by deep ecologists, who view it as an ideological construct of industrialization.



























Lesson 16: Democracy and Democratization
Study Notes

What is Democracy?
Aristotle
• Distinguished political regimes on the basis of the number of rulers and whether their rule was aimed at serving their own selfish or the general public’s interests.
• Democracy in Aristotle’s framework is identified as the political regime defined by the selfish rule of the many.

Robert Dahl
• Offers perhaps the most influential contemporary definition of democracy.
• Classifies political regimes according to two criteria:
· the degree of contestation of political power; and
· the extent of popular participation in such contestation.
• The ideal type of political system for Dahl, what he calls polyarchy, is one that is characterized by free competition and full participation.

Adam Przeworski
• Argues that democracy is quintessentially characterized by the fact that the winners of political competition do not have a guaranteed control over the power that they have won.
• According to this perspective, democracy is organized uncertainty.

The History of Democratization
• Has been circuitous; the number of states adopting democratic forms of government had continually risen and fallen.
Samuel Huntington
• Calls the periods of democratic spread the waves of democracy, and has identified three of them in the history of the modern world.
• The first two waves were followed by reverse waves, that is, the collapse of democratic systems and their replacement by alternative non-democratic forms of government.
• Thus far, no reverse wave has followed the most recent wave of democracy.

First Wave of Democracy
• Lasting from 1828 to 1926.
• Considerably longer than either the second or the third wave.
• The expansion in the number of democracies in this period was followed by the collapse of a number of new democracies in the inter-war period, mainly in Europe.

Second Wave of Democracy
• The shortest of the three waves; it lasted from the end of WWII until 1962.
• Democratization during the period was a result of both the reconstruction of the post-war European order and the general move towards decolonization.
• Very few of the new democracies established in the ex-colonies survived.
• The collapse of these democracies, together with the rise of military dictatorships in Latin America, accounted for the second reverse wave that lasted until 1975.

Third Wave of Democracy
• The Portuguese Revolution of 1974, with the overthrow of Antonio Salazar and his successor Caetano, marks the beginning of the third wave in the global resurgence of democracy.
• In the wake of the Portuguese Revolution, the authoritarian dictatorship in neighbouring Spain also crumbled.
• The third wave saw the redemocratization of a large number of states in Latin America, Asia, and Africa.
• The single largest ripple in the third wave was the democratization of the formerly communist states of Eastern and Central Europe.
• By the mid-1990s, only a fourth of the world’s states could be classified as authoritarian, with the remaining three-fourths being either fully democratic (one- half) or semi-democratic (one-quarter).

Today, the single largest regional bloc of authoritarian regimes remains the Middle East and the Persian Gulf, followed by sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. 

The most democratic regions are Western Europe, North America, and Australia, followed by sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America.

Types of Democracy: Majoritarian and Consensus Democracies

Arend Lijphart
• Found that there are two basic models of modern democracies.
• The first model is the majoritarian one, based on the assumption that the majority of people should be responsible for governing.
• The second model is the consensual one, which, in contrast, rests on the assumption that government belongs to and must be practiced by as many people as possible.
• The institutional design of majoritarian democracies concentrates political power in the hands of a political majority.
• That of consensual democracies divides political power among various political groups, encouraging them to practice power-sharing.

Theories of Democratization and Democratic Consolidation
Three contending perspectives on democratization
1. Modernization
2. Rational Choice
3. Structural schools

The Modernization School
• Seymour Martin Lipset argued that “the more well-to-do a nation, the greater the chances that it will sustain democracy.”
• Lipset found that the stable democracies of Europe, as well as the English-speaking world, including Canada, Australia, and the United States, were all highly modernized, while a sample of unstable European democracies and dictatorships showed much lower degrees of modernization.

The Structural Approach
• Emphasized the importance of long-term historical developments in the domestic and transitional structures of power in accounting for democratization.
• Barrington Moore argued that the “route to modernity” has proceeded via three historical routes of political development: a bourgeois revolution leading to democracy; a revolution from above leading to authoritarian dictatorship; and a peasant revolution leading to state socialism ad communism.
• The historical route to democracy was characterized by a strong and well-organized bourgeoisie, the commercial and industrial middle-class, which managed to break the political power of the landed elites via bourgeois revolution.

Rueschmeyer et al
• A more recent structural explanation of democratization.
• They identify changes in the dynamics of class struggle and class power as the critical variables promoting or hindering democratization.
• They identify 5 classes with different interests and attitudes towards democracy.
• According to their explanation, democratization is the result of the formation of a winning coalition, or alliance, among the pro-democracy classes.
• According to Rueschmeyer et al. the class most hostile to democracy has been the landed aristocracy, or the landed class, because of its dependence on cheap labour.
• For precisely the opposite reasons, the peasantry and small farmers have been in favour of democratization.
• The working class is identified as the pivotal actor in the struggle for democracy.
• They note the importance of two other classes, each of which is characterized by ambiguous positions towards democratization: the urban bourgeoisie and the salaried middle class.
• Besides domestic class coalitions, Rueschmeyer et al. also emphasize the importance of state power and the impact of transnational developments.
• They find that a state that is too autonomous and independent of society, or one that is captured by any particular class coalition, slows down democratization.
• Among transnational influences, they draw particular attention to the patterns of geopolitical dependence, war, and ideational flows across boundaries.
• Geopolitical dependence may hinder democratization by delaying industrialization.
• War may have a positive impact on democratization through both the domestic mobilization of hitherto repressed classes, who are assumed to be interested in the expansion of democratic rights, and the foreign imposition of democratic regimes by the winners of the war.

The Rational Choice Approach
• Seeks to understand how an agreement on democracy becomes an equilibrium in the interaction between the authoritarian leader and the reformers.
• Drawing on the general insight of game theory, this perspective on democratization has identified the importance of the leaders in charge of the incumbent elite and the opposition elite, their preferences, and the payoffs they associate with the particular outcomes that their chosen strategies yield.
