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On Perseus, Medusa and Pegasos
What is the symbolic meaning of the way Perseus was conceived? What motifs are present here?
· Perseus was conceived when his mother, Danae, was locked in an underground chamber by her father. Zeus appears as golden rain and impregnates her. Prophecy motifs are present here (an attempt by Danae’s father [Akrisios] to bypass the prophecy that his grandchild will kill him).
Which divine beings assisted Perseus- voluntarily or not -to accomplish his quest? What magic objects did he obtain?
· Perseus was assisted by Athena, Hermes and the Nymphs. Hermes leads Perseus to the Graeae [he steals their eye] which leads him to (a) the cap of invisibility, (b) winged sandals, and (c) a magic pouch. Hermes also gives him a sickle.
What beings emerged after Medusa’s decapitation? How do you explain that one of them was a horse?
· Out of Medusa’s head sprang Chrysaor [a man with a golden sword] and the winged horse Pegasus. Pegasus can be explained because Medusa and Poseidon had sex.
Medusa’s head retained its power even after Medusa’s death. Give examples and explain them.
· Medusa’s blood fallen on the sand came the poisonous snake of Libya. Atlas was turned into stone when Perseus showed him Medusa’s head. Her gaze created coral (turned the seaweed hard and sucked up all the blood). Medusa’s blood can be used for poison or for healing.
Which hero rode Pegasos according to the ancient sources? Who helped him tame Pegasos?  What monster did he kill? What kind of hubris did this hero commit later?
· According to ancient sources Pegasos was ridden by Bellerophon. Athena helped Bellerophon tame Pegasos. Bellerophon killed a monster called the Chimaira. Later in life he believed that he could get above himself – Bellerophon attempted to fly to Olympos. 
On Herakles
What does the name of Herakles may mean and why?
· Herakles means “the glory of Hera” because he was brought up to Olympos by Hermes and put on Hera’s breast to become powerful and immortal
Despite the great oath of Zeus, that  “this day (...) the goddess of labour will bring into the light a baby, born of a family with my blood in its veins, who will have dominion over all his neighbors”(Iliad, 19:102-104), Herakles never became the king of mighty Mycenae (or Argos). What happened and the oath was not fulfilled?
· Hera robbed him of his true inheritance; for Zeus had meant him to be lord of the surrounding peoples. But on the day when his birth was expected, he mentioned this, and Hera tricked him into an ambiguous oath. Menippe, the wife of Sthenelos, was seven months gone with child; as her husband was of the blood of Perseus, the son of Zeus and Danae, the conditions would be fulfilled if she that day bore a son. Hera sent the Eileithyai to delay the birth of Alkmene’s children and bring Menippe’s into the world before his time. She bore Eurystheus, who thus got the benefit of the oath of Zeus.
What things did Herakles acquire after he accomplished his first and second labor that became very integrated to his image? Name the two constellations that have their origins in these two labors
· He acquired a Lion’s pelt and poison for his arrows. The two constellations named after these labors are Leo and Cancer.
What is the connection between the establishment of the Olympic Games and his fifth labor?
· Herakles, on his fifth labor, had to clean the stables of King Augeas of Elis. Herakles approached Augeas and promised to clean the stables for the price of one-tenth of the king's cattle. Augeas agreed, and Herakles rerouted the Kladeos and Alpheos rivers to flow through the stables. Augeas did not fulfill his promise, however, and after Herakles had finished his labors he returned to Elis and waged war on Augeas. Herakles sacked the city of Elis and instituted the Olympic Games in honor of his father, Zeus. It is said that Herakles taught men how to wrestle and measured out the stadium, or the length of the footrace.
Which myth is connected with the origins of the dollar sign? Explain why.
· Herakles’ tenth Labour is connected with the origin of the dollar sign. During this task Herakles had to pass between Europe and Africa and in order to mark his journey he erected two pillars. The two vertical lines on the Dollar Sign ultimately represent the Pillars of Hercules as the Spanish used the two pillars in their coat of arms and on their coin.
Explain the prophecy about Herakles’ death: “No living man would kill him but he would die from the hand of the dead”. What caused Herakles’ death?
· Nessus, a centaur, tried to rape Deianeira [Hercules’ new wife]. Hercules, justly enraged, drew one of his poisoned arrows and shot the centaur. Before he died, the centaur persuaded Deinaeira to take some of his blood to use as a love potion should Hercules ever cause her to worry. In time, Deianeira became suspicious of Hercules' interest in another woman, named Iole, so she smeared some of the carefully-saved centaur blood on a tunic and gave it to Hercules, trusting that it would act as a love potion and return him to her. Unfortunately, the centaur had lied. The blood contained not a love potion, but a powerful poison from the poison with which Hercules had tipped his arrows. It had come from the Lernaean hydra. When Hercules put on the tunic, it burned. He was in such excruciating pain that he wanted to die and had a funeral pyre built for himself. He then mounted it and had it lit. He died and went to the gods where he was reconciled with his tormenter, the queen of the gods, Hera. She allowed him to marry her daughter Hebe and live among the gods thereafter. 
The mortal Herakles eventually became an immortal. What is the Greek word that denotes this action? In addition to immortality he also gained eternal youth. How is that shown in the myth dealing with his immortality? 
· Apotheosis. There is also a “double” of Herakles in the Underworld. His mortal self is in the underworld and his immortal self on Olympos. 
On Crete and Thebes
What was Theseus’ quest in Crete? What motivated him to undertake that quest?
· Theseus sets of to kill the Minotaur in Crete. Ariadne [Minos daughter] gives him a thread designed by Daedalos so that he can return from the labyrinth. 
Name some inventions that Daedalos created
· The labyrinth (or maze) as a jail for the Minotaur. A dancing floor. Wings made of feathers bonded with wax (for Ikaros).
Give the original meaning of the labyrinth 
· "double-edged axe", a symbol of royal power, which fits with the theory that the labyrinth was originally the royal Minoan palace on Crete and meant "palace of the double-axe"
Bovines (bulls and cows) were symbols of fertility power, strength and wealth. They were associated with several divinities such as Poseidon and Zeus. How did these gods use these animals to manifest themselves or to deliver signs in the myths of Europa and her son Minos?
· In the myth of Europa, she sits on the back of a bull [Zeus] which carries her to Crete where she will give birth to three sons. In the myth of Minos: Minos prays to Poseidon to send him confirmation of his right to rule. Poseidon sends Minos a bull which he is to slaughter. Minos slaughters a normal bull and keeps the special bull for himself. Mino’s wife is hot for the bull so she gets Daidalos to make her an artificial cow. She and the bull mate and create the Minotaur.
What role did Ariadne play in Theseus’ quest? How was she betrayed by Theseus?
· Ariadne saved Theseus from being eaten by the Minotaur. She was the one who gave the thread to Theseus and told him it was a “clew” to finding his way out of the labyrinth. After escaping Crete together, Theseus abandoned Ariadne when they reached Naxos. 
Why did Theseus’ father, Aegeus, commit suicide?
· Theseus’ father committed suicide because when he saw Theseus’ ship the sails were still black [Theseus forgot to change them to white], Aegeus thought his son died and so he killed himself.
What is the meaning of the name Oedipus? How is it connected to his birth?
· The name Oedipus means “swollen feet”. After he was born, Oedipus was pinned to mount Cithaeron by his ankles.
What was Oedipus ‘answer that provided the solution to the riddle of the Sphinx?
· A man (at birth, middle age and old age)
What would be a symbolic meaning (an alternate answer) of the riddle of the Sphinx that prophesized Oedipus’ fate?
· 
Apollo and his oracle determined Oedipus’ life from the time before his birth to the time the whole truth was revealed. What were the three prophecies that led to his exposure as a baby, to his crimes and to his punishment? 
· (1) Laius’ son will kill his father, (2) Oedipus will kill his father and marry his mother, and (3) the foretelling of Oedipus’ discovery of the murderer’s identity
How responsible Oedipus was concerning his fate?
· He feels guilt and shame. Apollo was responsible, but Oedipus’ hands committed the act (conception of intention in criminal law).
On Jason and the Argonauts
How do you know that the Argonautic expedition happened before the Trojan War? 
· We know that the Argonautic expedition happened before the Trojan War because the ship’s crew consisted of most of the greatest heroes from the generation before the Trojan war.
Who rode the golden ram and why? What happened to the golden ram?
· Phrixos and Helle ride the golden ram in order to escape death at the hands of Ino. After touching down at Colchis, Phrixos sacrifices the ram to the gods.
Why Argo was considered a magical ship?
· Argos and Athena help to build the Argo [the swift boat]. In its bow, Argos inserts a piece of wood from the sacret oak in Dodona that had the power of divine speech.
Which famous hero participated in the Argonautic expedition but never reached Colchis?
· Herakles
Why was the prophet Phineus grateful to Jason and what kind of valuable advice did he give him? 
· Phineus was greatful to Jason because he chased away the Harpies [monsters who snatched away Phineus’ food]. Phineus gave the Argonauts advice about how to deal with the Clashing Rocks.
What were the impossible tasks that king Aeetes gave to Jason?	
· (1) To yoke a pair of bronze footed fire breathing bulls, (2) To plough the field sowing dragon’s teeth and kill the armored men who would spring from them.
Medea helped Jason in many ways. She even committed several crimes to help him survive and advance his position. How did she help?
· Medea fed the dragon a sleeping potion [or poison]. Medea kills her brother Apsyrtos. Medea distracts Talos with her magic malevolent glance, makes him fall and graze his ankle. Medea tricks Pelias’ daughters into trying to rejuvenate their father [by cutting him up and throwing him in boiling water].
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the relationship of Medea with Hera and Zeus?
· Zeus fell for Medea, but Medea refused his advances. Hera rewarded Medea, promising that her children would be immortal. Her children did die, but Corinth honored them as heroes.
According to Euripides tragedy Medea what crimes did Medea commit to revenge on husband?
Considering the meaning of Medea’s name and her supernatural abilities, it might be possible that Medea was worshipped as a goddess in earlier times. Explain and connect that with the recent statue in Batumi Georgia.
· In order to take revenge, Medea sends her children with gifts of Glauke – a robe and a crown [both smeared with a lethal ointment that burns Glauke and Creon to death]. Medea then kills her children as a final revenge on Jason. Medea [the wise queen] – she was  worshiped as an earth goddess in Corinth. Batumi Georgia - Medea was the person who brought Georgia together with Europe. She is known throughout the whole world for her medicine as well as through various mythological creations. Therefore Medea is the symbol of integration of Georgian and European cultures
On the Trojan War
The Greek warriors were bound by the Oath of Tyndareus. Which famous one was not bound and why? 
· Achilles was not bound by the oath because he was only a young boy [15] at the time. His mother disguised him as a girl because she knew that if he went to war he would die.
The Greeks had gathered their troops and were ready to sail but the winds blew constantly the wrong direction.  Why was that? How would that problem be solved?              
· The Greeks were blocked in port by adverse winds sent by Artemis [to punish Agamemnon for saying that he was a better hunter than her]. Agamemnon had to sacrifice his daughter, Iphigenia.
The Trojan War lasted for 10 years, but the events in the Iliad lasted about … 
· 49 to 50 days
Achilles’ wrath is displayed in book 1, 18, 21 and 22. What are the causes of his wrath and how does he react?
· It begins because Agamemnon dishonored him, so he decides not to fight. In book 16 Patrocalos dies, Achilles decides to avenge his death. He goes on a murderous spree – this ends when he kills Hector and drags him behind his chariot by his feet.
According to the Iliad, did Achilles give permission to Patroclos to wear his armour or did he steal it?
· Achilles gives Patrocalos permission to wear his armour 
One of the finest moments in a warrior’s life is when he defeats a mighty opponent.  This moment is part of the aristeia of the warrior. Which mighty opponent did Patroclos kill? Why was that opponent considered so mighty? 
· Patrocalos kills Sarpedon [Zeus’ son]
How did Achilles battle with the river Xanthos (or Scamander?).Which divinities help Achilles survive the wrath of the river?
· The river placed valor in Asteropaios's breast and persuaded him to stand against Achilles. When Asteropaios was killed instantly ... his men turned and ran. Achilles chased them down and killed them without hesitation. Achilles continued to throw dead bodies into the river until Xanthos rose from his banks and commanded Achilles to stop clogging his waters with dead Trojans. Achilles said that he would stop throwing bodies in the water but he would not stop killing Trojans until Hector was dead. Xanthos rose up and sloshed the dead bodies from his waters. He then hurled a giant wave against Achilles and washed him into a whirlpool. Achilles leapt from the waters of Xanthos and ran the distance of a spear-cast, but Xanthos still pummeled Achilles with violent waves. Zeus was watching Achilles's ordeal and decided that in order for Achilles to survive the onslaught of Xanthos, the Immortals had to become directly involved. He sent Athene and Poseidon to Achilles's side.
How did Achilles kill Hector?
· He drove a spear into Hector’s throat
Why did Achilles decide to give Hector’s body back to Priam?
· Zeus told Thetis to go to her son to say that it was the will of Zeus that Hector's body be returned to his family
Before Achilles died he killed two extraordinary mortals. Who were they? 
· Penthesileia and Memnon
The arms of Achilles were awarded to   _____________ instead of ____________.  How did the loser react? 
· Odysseus, Ajax. Ajax kills himself.
There were many prophesies concerning the destruction of Troy. Some of them concerned objects. Which ones?
· The weapon of Herakles and the palladium.
Who said “Fear the Greeks even if they bear gifts”? Who was he and on what occasion did he say that? What was his fate?
· Laocoon, the priest of Apollo. He says this when the Greeks bring the Trojans the horse. Athena sent snakes to strangle him and his two sons.
 What was the fate of Agamemnon after he returned home? Why do you think Clytemnestra was angry with him? Who revenged Agamemnon’s death and how?
· Agamemnon was murdered when he returned home. Clytemnestra was mad at him for murdering their daughter, for taking Cassandra as a lover and for going to the Trojan War to fight over Helen. Orestes avenged Agamemnon’s death by murdering his mother and her lover.
On the Odyssey
What happened to Odysseus’ men after they tasted the “honey-sweet fruit of the lotus”? 
· They lost their “nostalgia” [strong desire to return]
“Polyphemos, if anyone asks you how you became blind, tell him that your eye was put out by Odysseus, sacker of cities”. What were the consequences after Odysseus uttered these words? 
· The boasting of Odysseus leads to the wrath of Poseidon
Aeolus, the controller god of winds gives Odysseus a gift. That story contains a “looking taboo” element .What is it? 
· Aeolus gives Odysseus a bag filled with all the winds except for the west wind. Odysseus is not to look in the bag.
The strong women in Odysseus life: Match the name with the character’s actions

	Penélope

Calypso

Circe

Nausicaa


	She greeted and welcomed a naked and weary Odysseus and invited to her palace

	
	Delayed her decision to remarry a suitor by weaving a never-ending shroud

	
	After rejecting her offer for eternal life and youth, she agreed to let him go and helped him with provisions for his trip 

	
	After failing to transform him into a pig, she fell in love with him and gave him pleasure for a year



The winner of that contest would marry Odysseus’ wife and become the future king of Ithaca. What was the contest and what was the outcome? 
· Whoever can string Odysseus's rigid bow and shoot an arrow through twelve axe shafts may have her hand. Odysseus, disguised as an old beggar, wins.
What is a symbol that signifies that Odysseus and Penelope had a very strong marital bond?
· The rooted marital bed
