Guest Lecture 12 – Introduction to Marxist Theory

Karl Marx
· Born in May 5th, 1818 – Died on March 14th, 1883
· Was a Prussian/Stateless/London habitant philosopher, sociologist, economist and
· ANTI-CAPITALIST (Not a critique to capitalism)
· And,
· REVOLUTIONARY Socialist
· OMG Anti - something
· OMG Revolution/Violence

Marxism 
Why did not Marxism?
· Associated with a dual stratification in social classes (Bourgeoisie, Proletariat)
· That “factory working class” looks like a foreign idea
· The rise of the middle class
· In fact, agricultural or industrial workers were the last to join the masses in social movements I had known – we will see why?
· More importantly, Marx wrote his book and communist manifesto in the 19th century
· Where as uprisings of the day (From Paris Commune to Arab Spring, Brazilian uprisings, Green Movement etc.) seem to be masses response to inequalities in urban life that the classic for of factory work

Why not Marxism?
· Depiction of Marx in literature – Not Marx friendly
· Industrial, Static, Materialist
· Radical and inaccessible
· Depiction of his work in the literature
· Constantly criticized for his language/tone
· First section of your text
· This section in another text: about invasion of India by the English 
· Lack of cultural appropriation
· We should note, In 19th century, he talks about a world of things and is well aware of it

Dissolved these small semi-barbarian, semi-civilized communities, by blowing up their economical basis, and thus produced the greatest, and to speak the truth, the only social revolution ever heard of in Asia.
Now, sickening as it must be to human feeling to witness those myriads of industrious patriarchal and inoffensive social organizations disorganized and dissolved into their units, thrown into a sea of woes, and their individual members losing at the same time their ancient form of civilization, and their hereditary means of subsistence, we must not forget that these idyllic village communities, inoffensive though they may appear, had always been the solid foundation of Oriental despotism, that they restrained the human mind within the smallest possible compass, making it the unresisting tool of superstition, enslaving it beneath traditional rules, depriving it of all grandeur and historical energies (Marx, 1968:88).

Marxism 
· Theoretical frameworks in response to various forms of injustice seems to be fragmented
· Among many many socio-political interpretations of poverty, each seem to be applicable to a certain society, certain time period, culture, etc.
· It all seemed to be connected, yet, confusing as how immigration and first nation issues were related without being a generalist, or, without mixing up land claims with political/civil right claims. 

Marx’s Units of Analysis
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· Commodity = basic needs and wants of human beings (hungry, liking something). Each commodity has a use, it also has an exchange value meaning that you needed to pay for it somehow and you can sell it. There is also a value behind it where people put time and effort into it to make it. 
· In the work that is in the commodity, there is concrete lader (stuff you took from the land) and abstract lader (the person who made it, how they were feeling, how much time, things we do not know etc.) 
· After this, we exchange the thing for money 
** This chart is showing how we go from commodity to money! (chart not in exam) 

· Issue of Reduction of Labor to Homogeneous Form of Compensation - Alienation
· Labor is creator of Use Value,
· Money commodity / Universal Equivalent form of exchange is a Homogeneous representation of heterogeneous processes (labour contained in commodities)
· Lader = is a very human thing, and then we are 

· Marx's idea of critical humanism
· Labor Is an Eternal Natural Necessity Which Mediates a Metabolism Between Man and Nature And Therefore Human Life Itself.
· He doesn’t focus on the nature all the time through Capital (hence why he is picture as an materialistic/grubby figure) yet, this relation between human and nature should be included in the analysis
· Or, people are not assumed to want to chill out, yet it’s the abstraction of value in labor that 
· Gender metaphors he uses – Labor is the father and Nature is the mother (another point some critique pick on him) whereas the point is a human relation in creation of material useful for human beings

· Is a condition of human existence which is independent of all forms of society (use values have to be produced)!?

· Issue of reduction of Labor Power into Simple Average Labor
· An abstraction of value into simple average labour (say minimum wage)
· Increase in the amount of material wealth is simultaneous in its magnitude > Industrialization (creating huge amount of material wealth with little labor and in short amount of time)
· Productivity is not directly related to wealth
· Creation of Inequalities Domestically and Internationally
· Whomever/Whichever country or society possesses more of the money form (gold in a period of history) is the most powerful due to its access too labor
·  Social Relations between things and material relations between people 

Marxism – Capitalism 
· Marx’s foundational concept “value” is immaterial but objective (unlike materialist image of Marx)
· In Marxism Social relations are not material but they are objective, they are immeasurable, such as the relations that exist in this classroom
· In Capitalism these social relations become objectified in the form of commodity
· Which includes the objectification of the process – 	that is socially necessary labor time

· Capitalism mandates assemblage of use value which necessitates accumulation of [not only] money commodity 
· Capitalism protects its resources by moving its inequalities around and by demanding the “workers” to assimilate in its values
· Capital is not more represented only in money forms however all forms of capital have a monetary equivalent (think education)
· The goal is to ALWAYS to join the labor market
· Less poverty in the world in monetary form – similarities in the suffering of those who we call middle class and marginalized communities
· Internal opposition between use value and exchange value
· External opposition in the world of commodity and the world of money 
· Read the workers and the Authority. Proletariat and Bourgeoisie
· International Hint: Foreign exchange and disempowerment of other currencies

Marxism
· Crash Course (VIDEO)
· How will you explain colonialism through Marxism?
· How will you explain post-colonial (contemporary neo-liberal) state through Marxism? Proliferation of social classes, schools of thought etc.
· Industrialization
· Social Evolutionism

The biggest companies of the world are now Walmart, McDonald and KFC – so there exist a working class it’s just a different division of work force (will come back to this in minimum wage).
Urbanization and real estate are the fore front of serving surplus capital - displacement of low income populations being cleared out (it’s not only first nations, but all of the urban spaces and re-organization who have high crimes and addiction living in the peripheries). 
Capital is running out of investment opportunities and since the 1970s – education and asset speculation such as investment in cities that have no habitants has started. 
And everyone thinks that in this post-modern era they have so much individual choice but everywhere is same goddamn shopping mall etc.
New divisions of labor are being invented – nail fixing, plastic surgeries, etc. 




The Case of Revolutionary (Contemporary Examples)
· The socialist revolutionary imagined in Marx’s work has never happened
· Socialism in revolutionary mindset requires complete stoppage of capitalist system buy “workers” revolution.
· In the closest cases – political mistakes, lack of competency in running institutions, capitalist greed of the new power, ideological mix-up or, 
· There are clear contemporary examples in democratic systems that could tell us easily why and how societies give up on keeping the system in check and demanding the same before and after revolution/elections etc. 
· Capitalist West’s fear of rise of communism – that imposed wars/sanctions on those societies ruined the possibility of assessing those revolution/socialist systems 
· It’s harder to do after revolution even! As if a collective orgasm happened and people deserted the floor after

· We Can’t Take Care of This After Revolution
· Istanbul Gazi Process
· Taking back the public space 
· The teaching of struggle, new vision about urban life
· Systems of mutual support
· Non-working class doing working class things
· Identifying with working class, alternatives and radically different actions
· Not planned – simultaneous opposition against going war in Iraq etc.

**Social relations between things, material relations between people
· If u see a population that does not see money value in their valuable items, and money does not have that value to them,

CRASH COURSE YOUTUBE VIDEO NOTES:

Capitalism:
· Capitalism is an Economic system and a Cultural System characterized by innovation and investment to increase wealth 
· Focus of video is on production and how industrial capitalism changed it 
· Merchentile Capitalism: When you borrow money to be able to buy supplies/product to sell so you can make a profit. Then you pay back your initial loan often with interest. 
· 17th Century : merchants in the Netherlands and in Britain expanded on this idea to create joint stalk companies. These companies could finance bigger trade missions and also spread the risk of international trade. These boats involved in international trade could potentially sink and if you are a merchentile capitalist then you lose all your money. So, if you own one tenth of 10 boats then your risk is much better managed. 
· Industrial Capitalism: “an economic system that relies on investment of capital in machines and technology used to increase production of marketable goods”
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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